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Left to right: Nathan Plumite, Dan Shepherd, and Vincent Major perform a scene from Love’s Labour’s Lost. PHOTO: Robyn Sheremeta

Robyn Sheremeta DAG EDITOR
Love’s Labour’s Lost
is a comedy about love and
relationships. Drama professor Kevin Sutley, who is the
director of Love’s Labour’s
Lost, chose the play for its
humour and content, which
university students will
surely relate to. The theme of
love and relationships is,
from Sutley’s observations,
something that many of his
students spend much time
reflecting on.
The main storyline
of the play revolves around a
King and his lords swearing
off women to pursue a life of
scholarship. However, in
typical Shakespearean style,
nothing goes according to
plan. The plot is riddled with
many humorous mishaps
and confusions along the
way.
The Princess of
France is insulted by being
rejected by the King, the King
and his lords find it difficult
to resist temptation, and the
court fool Costard complicates matters by consorting
with country maidens and
giving letters to the wrong
recipients.
Apart from the content, Sutley was also drawn
to Love’s Labour’s Lost because the play has a proportionate number of male and
female roles to suit Augus-
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tana’s actors. With many
women in the drama program, Sutley chose Love’s
Labour’s Lost for the abundance of female roles and
additional comic roles that
can be played by women.
The cast features
sixteen actors ranging from
first year to fifth year students with varying degrees
of theatre experience. The
actors receive university
credit for being involved in
the play and are graded on
attendance, rehearsal work,
an essay , and their actual on
-stage performance.
Although it is only a
three-credit course over one
term, the work is demanding.
The cast has been rehearsing
Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday evenings, and added
Saturday rehearsals a few
weeks into the term. Towards the end of the rehearsal period they even
added extra rehearsals to
fully prepare.
This is the first year
that a production has had
both a stage manager (Elise
Houle) and a production
manager (Paurav Dana), and
having two bodies has taken
a load off of the cast.
Additionally,
the
cast and crew have had the
assistance of drama student
Elysia Marchand. Although
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Marchand is not in the production due to a full courseload, both Houle and Dana
agree that she has been a
great helping hand throughout the production’s course.
“One of our goals for
this play is definitely to take
that load off the actors because in previous productions they were entirely
[responsible] for costumes
and set design, and you can
tell, just by the way they operate as a team, they’re very
used to doing these things on
their own […] I think it’s
helped them a lot, that we’ve
been here, even to take that
load off in terms of getting
that stuff done,” said Houle.
Rehearsals began in
early September and the last
week was spent tying up
loose ends. Houle and Dana
noted that it was spent finishing costumes and props
and adding in the final
touches for lighting and
sound.
Luckily for the cast
and crew, Love’s Labour’s
Lost does not feature many
large props. Much of the
staging revolves around
small, hand-held pieces,
which have been easy to
track down.
“The hardest thing
we’ve been doing,” said
Houle “is bringing in a lot of
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fake Christmas trees.”
Why? Much of Love’s
Labour’s Lost is set in a forest, so the cast collected as
many artificial Christmas
trees as possible to properly
set the scene. The Augustana
drama department also now
proudly owns their own artificial Christmas tree, after
finding one that was mysteriously left on the doorstep of
the theatre building.
Houle stated matterof-factly, “It just showed up,
like a baby on an orphanage
doorstep.”
To complement all
of the foliage, a detailed forest scene has been painted
on the backdrop of the stage.
Professional painters from
Edmonton created the mural
and completed it in a matter
of days.
The play will feature
several sound cues and some
music throughout the production, but what is worth
noting is the original composition that will be performed
in the final scene. Local musician Robin King has composed music for the text and
it will be performed by the
cast.
Love’s Labour’s Lost
runs November 14-16 and
21-23 at 7:30 pm. Tickets are
$5 for students and general
admission is $15.

Editors: Ian Anderson & Robyn Sheremeta
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Recreational Sports at Augustana Lee Metrunec DAG WRITER
If you happen to walk
by the gym on almost any
night of the week, you can
hear the sound of shoes
squeaking, balls bouncing,
and people chatting and
laughing. That’s because Campus Rec is taking place! And
what’s even better is that for
Augustana students, it’s free.
Joel Danyluk is a
third year student and coordinator of Campus Rec, along
with seven others. He states
that the program started all

the way back in September,
but not many people are actually aware that it’s happening.
Campus Rec goes right up
until the desks are moved
into the gym for finals, and
will run next semester as
well. It’s a very good way for
students to stay active, and
have fun doing so.
Campus Rec runs
Monday through Thursday
nights from 9:30-11:00 pm,
with a different sport each
day. Monday features volley-

ball, Tuesday is the day for
badminton, Wednesday is
dodgeball, and basketball is
played on Thursday. Danyluk
figures that the most popular
sport seems to be badminton,
but that the others have quite
good turnout as well, with
approximately 20 people
each night.
There is no sign-up
required beforehand; you can
simply drop in at the beginning of the night. The first
time a waiver must be signed,

which is then good for the
entire year. All equipment is
provided; the only thing you
need to bring is a pair of
clean, indoor shoes. If you’re
concerned that you don’t
have enough people to get a
team together, don’t worry, as
you just need to show up for
some fun.
The entertainment is
not just limited to Augustana
students, however. You are
welcome to bring people from
outside of campus, as Campus
Rec is open to the public as
well. They won’t get in free
like the Augustana students
do, but they can play for a
drop-in fee of $10, or pay
$100 dollars for an unlimited
membership. Any and all people are welcome and encouraged to come.
The sports offered
have not changed from last
year, nor are there likely to be
any changes to them in the
future. However, they are
looking to branch out slightly
from the weekly sports
nights. The coordinators are
looking to add in some special
events that happen annually.
Some of these other events
include frisbee golf, snow
pitch, and even a seven-week
“Amazing Race” idea based on
the TV show, next semester if
possible.
“These events are not
set in stone,” Danyluk noted,
but the coordinators are certainly trying to initiate them,
and make them into annual
special events. There is also
talk of getting a group together to attend an NHL
hockey game. [The coordinators] are open to other
ideas for potential events, so
feel free to give them suggestions.
Danyluk also mentioned the second annual staff
vs. students road hockey
game that will be happening
this year. The event is December 4 at 7:00 pm, and the cost

to participate is $20. November 22 is the deadline to sign
up. In order to do so, you can
get a hold of Danyluk through
h i s
e m a i l
(jdanyluk@ualberta.ca)
or
twitter (@jdanyluk01).
In the past, Campus
Rec has also had other groups
on campus book and use the
gym for their own purposes.
CSL groups and RAs have
been known to hold events.
Some examples of events organized in the past include
ultimate frisbee, kickball, and
even a quidditch match!
Danyluk states “If anyone
wants to host an event, just
let us know in advance,” and
they’ll try to make it work.
If you are still not
convinced that these drop-in
team sports are for you, then
Augustana also has a climbing
wall available for student use.
The wall is open for drop-ins
Sunday through Friday from
6:00-9:00 pm. After the first
climb, which is free, Augustana students can pay a $5
drop-in fee, or $35 dollars for
a membership with a free Tshirt thrown into the deal.
The climbing wall is
also open to the public for a
drop-in fee of $10 per drop in,
or $170 for a season membership. Clean runners are required, and exclusively on
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm,
pizza is available.
If you are interested
in organizing the sports,
rather than playing them,
consider applying for one of
the coordinator positions
next September. Anyone can
apply for this paid position.
Campus Rec is a great
program if you’re looking for
some free, fun, recreational
activity. With no commitment required, it’s a good
idea to check it out. You can
find them on Facebook, or
follow their twitter feed,
@AUGrec, which is new this
year and is updated daily.

Partial Reversal of U of A Budget Cuts Announced Cameron Raynor DAG WRITER
On Wednesday, in a
phone call between Advanced
Education Minister Thomas
Lukaszuk and presidents of
Alberta colleges and universities, the Alberta Government
announced it is restoring $50
million of the $141 million
dollars cut from the Campus
Alberta grant. The U of A will
receive the largest portion of
$14.4 million.
The $14.4 million
represents a 2.6% increase to
the U of A’s budget. Although
this is excellent news for the
university, it is far from a
complete reversal of the
original cuts. The U of A
originally faced a 7.2%
budget cut and even with the
new funding still faces a sizeable 4.6% cut.

The province wants
the funding to be put towards
improving student enrollment; however, no decisions
have been made by the university as to how it will allocate the new funding.
Universities are already well into the school
year and many budget decisions have already been
made. For example, the voluntary severance packages
offered to staff are permanent
and cannot be reversed, and
fall program cuts have already taken effect.
Fourth year Augustana student Kelly Milne commented on the newfound
funds, and is not impressed:
“More money doesn't
necessarily make things right.
While the government has

been manipulating funding,
staff have been laid off, professors forced into early retirement, programs cut, and
admissions decreased. There
haven't been any major
changes in the past six
months to our economy that
I'm aware of that would have
impacted funding.”
As for what this
means for Augustana, little is
known at this point. As of
press time it is unknown how
the university administration
will allocate this new money
and what this will mean for
the 2014/15 budget.
Many of these questions will be answered over
the coming weeks and on November 28th, when the Deans
will meet with President
Samarasekera to discuss how

to allocate the new funds. For
the time being, Dean Allen
Berger says that Augustana
plans to slow its budget planning process to make sure no
premature financial decisions
are made while the final
budget is still under review.
The
Government’s
decision comes as the Conservative Party’s leadership review, set to take place on November 22- 23, approaches.
Many party members
are calling for a new leadership race. In 2006, Premier
Ralph Klein agreed to step
down after receiving only
55% support in a leadership
review, and now Premier Alison Redford’s leadership is
under scrutiny as well.
“They received a fair
share of criticism on this is-

sue, especially considering
Redford’s platform, and now
they are playing like the good
guys. The conservative government of Alberta has consistently shown that education is not a priority, nor the
people within its system,”
said Milne.
In an October poll by
the Calgary Herald, 51 per
cent of respondents think the
Conservatives should hold a
new leadership race.
The
post-secondary
education funding cuts have
not been popular and there
has been speculation that the
funding increase is a political
maneuver aimed at improving Redford’s image before
the review.
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Budget Town Hall: Dean Berger Speaks Out Jenn Laskosky DAG WRITER
The ASA put together
an event for Dean Allen Berger to relay important information to students and community members about Augustana’s budget cuts. About
forty people showed up on
Tuesday, October 29, comprised of many Augustana
students. [The town hall increased] the lines of good
communication between staff
and students.
Budget cuts for most
faculties is between 6 and 7.5
percent. Luckily for Augustana, [the campus] is on the
lower end with 6% budget
cuts.
In a meeting on October 28, Acting Provost Martin
Ferguson-Pell announced that
he is “...willing to give back
2% as relief and as an incentive to impose a change
agenda incentive structure,”
resulting in a 4% budget cut
for Augustana.
The Dean assured
attendees that costs will not
be shifted towards students
and their families and he
doesn’t expect an increase in
students’ tuition, saying, "We
have a commitment to all cur-

rent students not to interfere
in your program and your
ability to graduate in a timely
manner [...] there are no plans
to cut academic programs at
Augustana."
The main concern
the Dean discussed was the
need to find new ways to increase revenue towards Augustana.
Augustana’s Academic
Core Budget is about sixteen
million dollars and, as of right
now, $665,000 will be removed. However, if Augustana is about to face 6% cuts,
$983,000 will be taken away.
The need for new sources of
revenue is a key concern for
all of Augustana.
Since the merger with
the U of A’s north campus in
2004, Augustana has been
running a deficit budget. In
the last few months the university has made a commitment to reach a balanced
budget within three years.
The university has also put
forth severance programs
which will generate close to
one million dollars.
The university would
like to fill at least three of the

four open positions created
by the severance programs.
By the 2014-15 year they
hope to have new management, English, and biology
positions. In addition, Augustana will welcome a new
kinesiology professor this
coming January.
Right now the best
possible solution for Augustana is to find new ways of
increasing the revenue towards the school. To do this,
the university will need to
determine how Augustana
can benefit from events that
take place within its facilities.
With the majority of
the Camrose population being
high school students and seniors, the Dean is looking for
ways to use this to the
[university’s advantage] in
developing revenue sources.
On October 24, the university received a one million
dollar donation for the new
performing arts center. A
great challenge for the school
this year is that everything
has been geared towards the
new facility, but generating
revenue for other programs is
a concern as well.

The Dean believes that
we need to come up with
ideas and opportunities that
will be attractive to potential
investors who would be interested in partnering with the
school.
Following the Dean’s
talk, students and community
members were encouraged to
ask questions. For as long as
the questions would come the
Dean would be around to answer them.
Justifying the Founders
Hall
renovations
during
budget cuts was brought into
question. The Dean been assured students that no money
has been taken away from
students or staff for the renovations. The Government of
Alberta supplies money specifically for situations involving these renovations. However, some renovations, such
as the science building, have
been put on hold for now.
These holds on renovations
are not due to budget cuts,
but because of exceedingly
high costs.
The most successful
new source of revenue that is
being negotiated for Augus-

tana right now are the 2+2
programs. These are transfer
agreements that will allow
students to take their first
two years at other institutions (such as Grande Prairie
Regional College or Red Deer
College) and then finish out
their last two years at Augustana.
These programs will
bring in new students to senior courses at Augustana
where there is room for them.
As a result the university will
be able to fill more classes. So
far, the negotiations are much
closer with GPRC, but the
Dean hopes to make agreements with RDC soon as well.
The Dean encourages
anyone with new revenue
ideas to share them. [He
stated that] the current generation of students is thought
of as the “idea generation.”
We are becoming less reliant
on central control and government to look after our
needs, and [focus] more on
entrepreneurship.

that while a high GPA is desirable, that is not the only thing
that Admissions is looking at.
Grad schools like to take on
students who seem interested
in their research and are excited and passionate about
coming to school.
It reflects badly on a
grad school if their students
drop out before completing
their degree, so they are looking for dedicated people that
they feel will complete the
program. Make sure that your
CV demonstrates your eagerness to pursue studies in your
field.
Next, it’s time to start
applying for funding. There
are plenty of funding options
available to grad students,
but it often varies depending
on what field you are entering
into.
Funding
generally
comes from two different
places:
internal
funding
means that the money comes
from the university you are
applying to. In essence, they
pay you to come to their
school. Again, be careful, because sometimes the money
they offer is only for the first
year and you will be on your
own for financing the rest of
your degree.
There is also external
funding, which usually comes
from the government. There
are three main finding bodies
in Canada: the NSERC
(offered by the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council), the SSHRC
(funded by the Social Sciences
and Humanities Research
Council), and the CIHR

(supported by the Canadian
Institutes of Health Research).
Some of these grants
can be substantial, giving
close to $20,000 to winning
applicants. Students going
into grad school really can’t
afford not to apply for one of
these grants, and should
therefore see Dr. Roxanne
Harde as soon as humanly
possible in order to discuss
the application process.
Selecting and applying for grad schools and funding can be daunting, especially since each application
can cost around a hundred
dollars.
Faculty
at
Grad
School Info Night stressed
that it is important to make
choices very carefully to ensure that you end up at the
right school for you, studying
[a subject] that you are passionate about. If you don’t
think that you will absolutely
love that topic after years of
intense studying, it’s probably
best not to waste your money
and time applying.
It may also be a good
idea to take a year off in order
to avoid burning out, and
working for a while may help
offset some financial costs.
Just remember to keep in
touch with profs during your
time off, because they will
still be able to help you and
write good references for you,
whenever you decide to go to
grad school.

Grad School Information Night Tiffani Blatchford DAG WRITER
On the evening of
October 29, several of Augustana’s
faculty
members
hosted Grad School Information Night for students who
may be interested in pursuing
further studies.
The info night was
mainly aimed at fourth year
students, who were the predominant attendees, but
there were also quite a few
first, second, and third year
students present. Faculty
members scheduled to speak
included Tara Milbrandt,
Brian Rempel, Jessie Zgurski,
Glen Hvenegaard, Alex Carpenter, and Jason Peterson,
who each covered a specific
aspect of the Grad School application process.
Questions about selecting a grad school, applying for grad school and funding, selecting programs and
courses, research, teaching,
and finding a supervisor were
all answered during the hour
and a half long event, which
took place in the Roger Epp
conference room.
Refreshments were
served and the environment
was relaxed and informal, so
students felt free to ask for
whatever information they
needed. The professors offered up a lot of advice and
personal stories, keeping the
mood light while talking students through the rather intimidating task of grad school
application.
The first thing a student has to do is decide what
grad school to apply to, and it
is often best to apply to more
than one, just in case you are

not accepted to your first
choice.
An excellent and easy
way to start looking at different grad schools is to do an
internet search to learn more
about schools and the programs they offer. Using the
internet, you can search
schools based on the area or
country you want to study in,
what kind of programs you
are interested in, or certain
professors you want to work
with. Grad schools often list
their graduate students and
their research right on the
website, so you can use this to
search for a cohort that you
will likely fit in with.
The internet is a useful tool, but be careful, because sometimes the information posted on a school’s website may not be completely
accurate or up to date. If at all
possible, it’s a good idea to
try to physically visit the campus once before applying [or
contact an admissions advisor with questions].
Another option that
can be helpful is asking Augustana faculty members
from your discipline for advice. All of your profs have
been through grad school and
have a lot of experience and
tips to share with you. Because of Augustana’s small
class sizes, there is also a
good chance that your profs
know you well enough to
have personalized suggestions for you, based on your
interests.
After you have selected a few schools you’d be
interested in going to, it’s

time to start putting applications together. If you are
planning on going to a grad
school right after finishing
your degree at Augustana,
you should start the process
early in the last year of your
program, as the applications
can be lengthy and complicated.
Tara
Milbrandt
stresses strongly not leave it
until the last minute. Grad
schools will likely require
three academic references,
two copies of your transcripts, a sample of your academic writing, and a Curriculum Vitae (CV) along with the
application.
A CV is an academic
resume, which should also
include things like athletic
achievements, club activities,
and volunteer efforts.
Brian Rempel says
that it is best to ask profs for
reference letters early, and to
ask if they can write you a
good reference, as some profs
may not be able to do so, especially if you are not receiving a good grade in their
class.
The obvious solution
is to pick a professor whose
class you are excelling in, and
with whom you have a good
relationship. Use that Augustana advantage and ask your
professor for a very specific
reference, because these will
help you stand out from some
of the other applicants from
larger schools, whose professors didn’t know them as
well.
Also keep in mind
when applying for schools
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Roaring or Applauding: Katy Perry vs. Lady Gaga
Jennifer Ha DAG WRITER
Some things I can
neither confirm nor deny as
being factual: I listened to
Katy Perry’s “Roar” on repeat
to pump myself up to study
for midterms. After writing
one of said midterms rather
well, I danced around to
“Applause” by Lady Gaga. I
cried while watching Katy
Perry: Part of Me on Netflix
late one night. I absolutely
follow Lady Gaga’s orders to
“Just Dance” whenever the
song comes on, no matter
where I am.
A solid fact: I’m not a
music snob. I adore any song
featuring a catchy beat and a
line about dancing-- bonus
points if they mention not
caring about anything; a big
ix-nay if the song is misogynistic and gross (I’m obviously looking at you, “Blurred
Lines”). Combine my apparent addiction to synthesizers
with my passion for girl
power and you get something
glorious: pop divas.
Extremely successful
female solo artists pour out
from every stream: there’s
Lorde, the sixteen year-old
record holder for the longest
Alternative
chart-topping
female lead; Lana del Rey, the
queen of crooning and vintage appeal; Nicki Minaj, the
hurricane mix of super fast
rapping and all things pink;
the ever-glittery Ke$ha, flawless-in-every-way Beyonce,
and so many more.
Right now, though,
everybody is buzzing about
the new releases of Katy
Perry and Lady Gaga, two
similar yet different pop sensations.
Perry and Gaga definitely share similarities. They
have obvious affinities for
outrageous costumes and
bold beauty choices. Their
style has been compared
throughout their careers, and
much of the buzz was about
each artist’s originality and
whether or not one copied
another. Regardless of whose
candy coloured hair came

Snowshoe Chase Returns to Library
Robyn Sheremeta DAG EDITOR

Photos: Capitol Records; Interscope Records.

first, these women were certainly crusaders for breaking
records and winning awards.
Gaga has won 205 awards
out of 269 nominations
throughout her career, including five Grammy awards.
Katy Perry clocks in at 123
awards and close to 400
nominations.
Although she is behind in numbers of awards
won, Katy Perry was the second artist ever, the first being
Michael Jackson, to produce
five top singles from one album-- Teenage Dream. Her
documentary, Katy Perry:
Part of Me, was the 7th highest grossing documentary of
all time. A successful entrepreneur, she endorses a
brand of eyelashes and has
three best-selling perfumes
to her name, named Purr,
Meow, and Killer Queen.
Lady Gaga entered
the celebrity fragrance game
last year with Fame. She has
been named one of Forbes’
Top 100 Most Powerful
Women for three consecutive
years. Her Monster Ball Tour
was one of the highestgrossing concerts ever. Lady
Gaga’s music video for her
summer single “Applause”
broke the VEVO record for
the most viewed in a day.
“Applause”, however,
failed to follow through upon
its release, having a little over
half the iTunes downloads as
Perry’s single “Roar”, which
released two days earlier in
August. Both songs were released earlier than planned
due to leaks, and the
songstresses have expressed

Haven’t been to the
library in a while? Get ready
to hone your sleuthing skills
and search your way to a new
pair of snowshoes!
The Augustana Library
is currently holding the second annual Great Augustana
Library Snowshoe Chase, and
the prize is a pair of Atlas
snowshoes valued at $200.
Environmental Studies professor Dr. Glynnis Hood
worked with the library to
create the chase, and suggested the idea of awarding
snowshoes as a prize.
The snowshoe chase is
a fun way to get familiar with
the library and its resources.
This familiarity is called
“information literacy” and
Augustana prides itself on
emphasising the importance
of students having good library literacy and research
skills.
One student examining
the library’s contest display
exclaimed, “Oh my gosh,
there’s so much stuff you have
to do!” There may be a few
tasks to complete, but that’s
the point. By doing a small
amount of sleuthing, students
will gain confidence in their
ability to find items in the
library.
The chase is set up as a
scavenger hunt. To enter the
snowshoe chase one must
correctly answer all of the
questions on the entry form

found at the table near the
library service desk. The
questions, created by public
services librarian Kara Blizzard, require students to find
locations of books, information displayed throughout the
library, details about citation
styles, and much more.
Once students have
completed all sixteen tasks
they can enter their form in
the entry box. At library closing time (4 pm) on November
22, a winner will be drawn
from the box. All questions on
the form must be answered
correctly, and once an entry
with all correct answers is
drawn, the winner will be
presented with their new pair
of snowshoes.
The Augustana Library
organizes many events and
displays to draw people to
their warm and inviting
space. The annual photo contest encourages people to
capture their favourite library
moments on film, “Unwind
Your Mind” features adorable
therapy dogs and free coffee,
and there are always various
exhibits displayed in the library at any given time.
The snowshoe chase
was a success last year, and
many students were vying for
such a covetable prize. Library staff expect even more
entries this year, and are
looking forward to seeing
more faces in the library.

ems and even do stand-up
comedy. Wednesday night
features will be a great way to
relax and enjoy local talent
without having to pay any
cover charge.
Rose City Roots Music Society is a non-profit organization that brings bands
from across the country to
perform in downtown Camrose. In the past, Scalliwags
has been home to many of
these performances and the
new owner hope that this
tradition will continue. Their
goal is to bring in local and
traveling bands hosting a
wide variety of genres such as
rock, blues, folk and punk
rock, appealing to a variety of

musical tastes.
With
the
many
changes that have been made
to the menu, drink list, and
sound system, more space is
required. In the near future,
there are plans to renovate by
removing the wall separating
Scalliwags from the restaurant to create a more open
and inviting space.
Being located in a historic
building and only a short distance from campus, Scalliwags’ new ownership will be
offering a pub that will serve
up great food and drink
where local talent can play,
new friends can be made and
good times had by all.

solidarity and support for
each other on Twitter.
With their careers
going neck and neck, who’s
going to be the victor as the
pop diva of 2013? Perry had
the advantage of dropping
her album, Prism, almost a
full three weeks ahead of
Gaga’s ARTPOP. For the singers’ last albums, Teenage
Dream and Born This Way,
Perry trumped in sales by
almost half a million more
copies, leaving Gaga “on the
edge of glory.” Prism has
since peaked to number one
on several charts, including
Billboard 200.
Prism’s second official
single
is
“Unconditionally”,
which,
despite its positive lyrics describing loving somebody no
matter the circumstance,
lacks the kind of catchiness
that made us hum “Roar” for
hours on end.
Lady Gaga released
“Do What U Want” four days
after “Unconditionally”. The
song is a dance/R&B track
featuring R. Kelly, who will
always hold my heart for the
masterpiece that is “Ignition”,
despite his scandals. “Do
What You Want” trumped
“Unconditionally” by peaking
at 13 compared to 30 on the
Billboard Hot 100.
Once ARTPOP is released in full, it will be interesting to see if Katy Perry
continues to be “the eye of
the tiger, a fighter, dancing
through the fire” or if Lady
Gaga does, indeed, “live for
the applause” and replaces
Perry in the charts.
PHOTO: Augustana Library

Scalliwags Reopens its Doors Olen Hillaby DAG WRITER
Sca lliwags
ha s
opened its doors once
again. The long time piratethemed rum bar has reopened under new management. Just a short walk from
campus will give students an
opportunity to experience
great food and a variety of
beverages.
Many improvements
to the pub have been made to
help cater to students and the
community. The newly renovated kitchen has been completely remodeled to accommodate new items on the
menu. Their famous pizza is
still available but is no longer
the primary focus on the
menu. New burgers have

been added to the menu using
only
fresh
ingredients.
Chicken wings come in a wide
variety of flavors and are sold
at wing night prices during
the day--every day.
Inspired by a small
German town pub environment, the new owners want
to re-create a comfortable
environment that will encourage patrons to be able to talk
and enjoy the food. Daily
lunch and dinner specials will
also be available.
Scalliwags has a new
full bar featuring import and
domestic beers on tap. Pints
of beer sell for less than six
dollars. A large selection of
rum is still available and

many premium whiskies and
liquors have been added to
expand the mix drink selection at the bar.
Music has always
been an essential part of Scalliwags. Karaoke has been
moved to Friday nights and
has a large selection of songs
that can be played over the
new high end sound system.
Wednesday evenings
will be “Open Mic Night” on
stage. Patrons are encouraged
to bring their guitars, banjos
and instruments of choice to
show off their talents. Open
Mic Night will not only be
limited to playing music; Scalliwags will also give patrons
an opportunity to recite po-
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Alberta Youth Choir Collaborates With the Augustana Choir Megan Alderdice DAG WRITER
On Sunday, November 3rd, the Chapel was filled
with enlivening vocals of tremendous talent. In a joint
concert, the Alberta Youth
Choir and the Augustana
Choir, under the direction of
Ardelle Ries, joined together
for a captivating performance
that attracted a fanatical audience.
The Alberta Youth
Choir, or AYC, is the honour
choir for Albertan singers
aged 16-22. This year, 52
auditioned singers were chosen to be a part of the program. AYC gives young singers the opportunity to come
together in a celebration and
pursuit of excellence in vocal
performance. The group rehearses for one full weekend,
and then performs the following weekend.
The program offers
youth an environment in
which they can meet other
singers in their age range
who share their passion for
choral music. The singers are
exposed to an extremely welcoming choral setting, and get
the chance to perform with
some of the province’s most
vocally talented youth.
Brett Bonk, a student
at Augustana involved in
Sa ngk or,
Augusta na’s
women’s choir, was a member of this year’s AYC program.

“[The program] fostered connections that I know
I will retain for a long, long
time, while teaching me more
about music than I think I’ve
ever learned, in a period of
less than a week,” she
stated, “[I]t was incredibly
rewarding to see the amount
of progress and every chorister’s dedication and love for
singing. I would do it again in
a heartbeat.”
Renowned conductor, Robert Filion, flew in
from Ontario to direct the
performances. Filion’s talent
and passion are recognized
across the country. Under his
direction, choirs have won
top awards at local, provincial, and national levels.
His choirs from École
Sécondaire De La Salle have
won 4 national championships. He has dedicated the
past 20 years to conducting
choirs and enabling them to
recognize and experience
their remarkable musical potential.
Angela
McKeown
served as AYC 2013’s apprentice conductor, as well as
singing with the AYC members. She is currently in her
second year of the Masters of
Music in Choral Conducting at
the U of A. Before beginning
her Master’s degree, she
spent 8 years in Asia, teaching high school choral music

Want to advertise
in the Dag?
Contact the editors
for an affordable,
effective way to
promote your
business or event.
asadag@ualberta.ca

780-679-1542

Multi-Club Fundraiser December 6!
Do you have experience planning off campus events? Want to earn that experience?
The clubs of Augustana are looking forward
to hosting a themed fundraiser at the Elks
hall on December 6 (the day after the last
day of classes), but we need YOU to make it
happen. So if you have musical, artistic,
organizational and enthusiasm-generating
abilities we would love to have you on board
our planning process!
Time is running out. Contact
kerstyn@ualberta.ca to get involved or for
more information.

and IB music at international
schools in both Korea and
China. She led her choirs
there to distinguished festivals in places such as Seoul,
Shanghai, and Beijing.
The concert on campus was not the program’s
only performance. AYC spent
the weekend of November 2nd
touring Edmonton and surrounding communities. The
tour included a concert with
Memorial Composite High
School Choirs at St. Matthew
Lutheran Church in Stony
Plain, and a church service at
McDougall United Church in
Edmonton.
AYC 2013’s performances consisted of a blend of
French and French Canadian
compositions. They featured
pieces written by prominent
Canadian performers such as
Stephen Hatfield from South
Westminster, BC, and Lionel
Daunais from Montreal, Quebec.
Sunday’s
concert
opened up with the Augustana Choir’s performance of
retired Augustana professor
James Neff’s “How Lovely is
Thy Dwelling Place”. Neff
lived in Camrose and taught
at Augustana for 32 years
when it was still called Camrose Lutheran College, and he
retired in 1993. His choral
work was published by Vancouver’s Cypress Choral Mu-

sic in November of 2012.
After the Augustana
Choir’s introduction, AYC performed four songs in French,
including a beautiful rendition of Peter R. Allen’s arrangement of “Au Clair de la
Lune.” These songs were engaging and animated, with
vibrant gestures to accompany the lyrics.
Both vocal ensembles
were accompanied by pianist
Dr. Roger Admiral, a session
faculty member at Augustana
where he coaches contemporary chamber music and
teaches music theory. The
concert included his solo performance of Howard Bashaw’s “Hosu” (1986).
Bashaw, who is originally from White Rock, British Columbia, is currently a
professor of music at the University of Alberta’s North
Campus. “Hosu” is a riveting
composition, infused with
emotion and inspiration
drawn from nature and the
natural earth.
Specifically,
these included the enormity
and forte of powerful mountains, the tranquility found in
the stillness of a lake, and the
splendor and altitude of a
magnificent waterfall.
Following Admiral’s
piano solo, the Augustana
Choir and the AYC members
formed a semicircle around
the Chapel and together per-

formed R. Murray Schafer’s
“Minnewanka: the Moments
of Water.” This song was incredibly unique because it is
meant to mimic the sounds of
water. The members of both
choirs used their remarkable
vocal ranges to simulate rain,
a storm at sea, and other
natural situations involving
water. The fusing of the talents of both choirs was extremely well executed in this
performance’s format.
The Augustana Choir
performed by themselves
after the combining of the
two choirs. They sang a powerful rendition of “Voices of
the Earth” by Stephen
Chatman. This enchanting
performance
completely
demonstrated the raw, brilliant talent that the school’s
choir possesses.
The concert was
brought to an end with the
Augustana Choir bidding farewell to the AYC members
through “Mille regretz” by
Josquin des Prez, followed by
several more songs sung by
the AYC. The lyrics of “Mille
regretz” express the deep
sadness involved in the act of
parting, and the performance
was filled with emotion.
This concert marked
the final performance by AYC
2013, and another successful
year for the outstanding program.
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What grinds your gears?
Anonymous crush confessions on the Augustana
Confession page.

People talking loudly in
the forum or library during exam season.

People in line at the café
who have no manners.

Harper-Duffy Senate Scandal Kate Anderson DAG WRITER
A lot of recent attention has been given to the
alleged Canadian Senate scandal, as the decision is made as
to what should be the repercussions for the spending
scandal.
According to various
timelines given by The National Post, Global News, and
CBC News, questions started
being asked about various
Senator expenses as early as
November of last year. Expense claims of Senators Patrick Brazeau, Mike Duffy, and
Pamela Wallin were soon
questioned.
The sudden questioning of expenses within the
Senate was instigated by a
report released in June 2012,
in regard to the report given
by Auditor General Michael
Ferguson.
Within the report, Ferguson brought some concerning procurement procedures
to public attention, where 41
out of 59 documents were
considered not correctly reported. The report itself, as
Ferguson highlighted in an
interview with CBC on the
report’s release date, was not
examining individuals, but
samples of procurement
documentation.
The report emphasized
that the Senate had a reasonable financial management
system in place, which covered the expenditures in the

areas audited. There was also
adequate proof that the administration carried out the
financial management framework.
The alarming element
came, however, when the report also brought to attention
that there were some expense
claims that did not have sufficient documentation.
Ferguson’s report to
the Administration of the
Senate of Canada states that
without sufficient documentation, “it is difficult for Administration to clearly conclude that expenses are appropriate”.
While Ferguson assured that there were no
large non-compliance issues,
there was certainly room for
improvement as far how
much documentation was
provided for expense claims.
In November 2012, an
internal Senate committee
reviewed the housing expenses of Senator Patrick
Brazeau. By early December,
Senator Mike Duffy’s housing
expenses were also under
review. Next, Senator Mac
Harb’s
expenses
were
brought into question and
reviewed.
The decision was then
made for an internal audit to
take place within the Senate,
to ensure that senator’s primary and secondary housing
did, in fact, have sufficient

documentation. The primary
issue of concern was proper
documentation
of
travel
costs, as well as the secondary houses senators have in
Ottawa, as they are required
to have their primary residence in the area they are
representing.
It seemed Duffy had
very little proof of residency
in Prince Edward Island, and
by February 2013, he promised to pay back the expenses
that were tied to his secondary home in Ottawa. It
seemed that because of the
ambiguity of the rules, it was
hard to say if these senators
were or were not complying
to the procurement procedures.
In February, Senator
Pamela Wallin’s travel expenses also began to be audited. As Wallin’s audit continued, an official, external
audit and committee reports
came out regarding Duffy,
Brazeau, and Harb, and the
decision was reached that the
expenses would be repaid,
taking into consideration that
Duffy had already done so
voluntarily. Both Harb and
Brazeau hoped to fight the
decision to pay back the expenses.
In the meantime, it
became public knowledge
that Stephen Harper’s chief of
staff gave Duffy the money to
repay his expenses, as a gift.

At this point, the Senate committee began a second
look at Duffy’s expenses,
which Harper claimed to not
know about. Duffy was open
to public hearings of his expense claims, so that people
could know the full story.
At the end of May, the
RCMP was hired to continue
looking into Duffy’s expense
claims. In early June, the Senate also agreed to a comprehensive audit, including expenses of individual senators.
The story of the senators in question continued to
become more and more complicated, with Harb finally,
after resisting the initial date
of repayment, repaid his expenses in late August.
While Wallin was told
to pay back $90,000 for inappropriate travel expenses,
and did so in September, she
still felt that the issue was not
handled well.
Duffy remained under
scrutiny for fraudulent expenses. On October 17th, Senate leader Claude Carignan
tabled a motion for Brazeau,
Duffy, and Wallin to be suspended from Senate.
All three say they will
fight being suspended. While
Duffy claimed that the PMO
knew about the cheque for
his expenses, Harper stands
firm that he was not involved.
Harper has also used
this scandal as an opportunity

to reform the Senate. This is
where the real action can be
made - with this ongoing
story over the lack of financial care within the Senate,
questions are being asked as
to how government can be
improved.
The vote for whether
or not the senators should be
suspended without pay took
place on November 6th, during which all three Senators
were voted out. Harper announced that the improper
use of taxpayer dollars had a
consequence of being removed from the pay roll immediately.
The three senators,
however, are not pleased, and
not willing to go easily. A lot
of questions are still being
asked, and it is hard to determine if this scandal is really
over, as Duffy is still threatening that his emails will reveal
new information about his
correspondence with Wright.
Promptly after the vote
on November 6th, the Premier
of Saskatchewan, Brad Wall,
stated today he is planning a
motion in legislature for the
Senate to be abolished. It
seems this scandal might be
just the beginning of some
big, and perhaps long
awaited, conversations about
the Senate.

“I’ll Have a Venti Put-Your-Damn-iPhone-Away, Please” Ian Anderson DAG EDITOR
What is this world
coming to where posting an
image of your pumpkin spice
latte is cause for celebration
over your inherent awesomeness? Why do I need to know
that you paid for an overpriced specialty beverage,
and then spent 10 minutes
posing it for the perfect shot?
What is the purpose? Am I a
better person for being informed about such a trivial
event?
No, I don’t think that
I have been enlightened or

that you are the second coming of Christ because you had
a quinoa yogurt parfait for
breakfast. I honestly do not
understand why people do
this.
Are
they
making sacrifices to the Instagram gods in exchange for
“likes” or “upvotes”?
This is a serious issue. Forget tuition hikes, or
the latest Apple release, this
is a much larger issue! The
real menace is the modern
era hipster.
Right now you are

thinking, “It’s not that big of
an issue”, “People can do as
they please”, or “Just ignore
it”.
Let me tell you a
story about how my morning
was ruined. I was sitting in
the forum the other day, enjoying my coffee (black),
when this knob wearing
those beanie-touque-things
sits down at a table near me
with his Starbucks and takes
multiple photos of it.
The giddy glee that
radiated off of him in that

moment astounded me. I
could not believe this guy
wasted time doing this. The
flash on his iPhone 5s was
absolutely obnoxious and
caught me in the eye a few
times. My peaceful coffee experience had been violated.
Why can’t you just drink the
damn thing and leave me in
peace to grumble like an old
man about the degradation of
society?
I hope people move
on to something else and be
quick about it. Maybe people

will realize how stupid they
look, or maybe Monica from
the cafe will become a certified barista and grow the following here on campus.
Maybe I am a hipster for being against hipsters. More
likely than not, this is a plot
by the Starbucks Illuminati
for world domination.
All I know is that I’m
going to the Winchester, having a pint and waiting for all
of this to blow over.
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US Secretary of State Meets with Arab Powers to Ease Tensions Jessica Stambaugh DAG WRITER
U.S. Secretary of
State John Kelly went to
Egypt the weekend of November 3-4th to start a tour of the
major Arab powers in an attempt to ease tensions with
America’s Arab allies.
His trip to Egypt was
unannounced, which speaks
of the tenuous relations that
exist between Egypt and
America and the general AntiAmerican feelings Egypt has
for America right now. The
tension is also evident in the
fact that Kerry was only there
for six hours before flying to
Saudi Arabia.
While Egypt and
America have been allies for a
long time, the recent upheavals in Egyptian government
have made those ties a little
shaky. After the Egyptian
military overthrew Islamist
President Mohamed Morsi
this last July, the military
chief, Gen. Abdel-Fattah elSissi, one of the interim leaders that controls the interim
government since disposing
of Morsi, presented a “road
map” for an eventual return
to democracy in Egypt.
This map includes
amending the Islamist-tilted
constitution adopted under

Morsi last year and putting
the new charter to a nationwide referendum before the
end of the year, then having
parliamentary and presidential elections by this spring”.
El-Sissi reiterated his
commitment to the plan towards democracy, and asks
America to be patient, as getting the Egyptian government
and economy on their feet
will take time.
Kerry offered up
wary approval, saying the
interim government “has
made very important statements about the road map
and is now engaged [in
achieving their goals].”
While Kerry seems to
support the map that the interim government has put
forth, Egypt still has a lot of
Anti-American feelings because of Obama’s decision to
pull funding last month.
America was caught in a bind
as to whether it would be
accurate to call the overthrow
of Morsi a coup; which would
mean cutting the funding that
America offers Egypt.
Annually,
America
supplies $1.3 billion in military assistance, and if America determines that the Egyp-

tian military did a coup
against their ruler, America is
legally bound to cut financial
aid. It seems as if America has
deemed the political upheaval
in Egypt a coup as last month
Obama froze some financial
aid as well as $260 million in
cash. This funding is allegedly
to be reinstated as soon as
there is visible progress in
human rights and democracy.
Kerry acknowledges
that this decision has not
gone over well in Cairo. In a
joint news conference with
Egyptian Foreign Minister
Nabil Fahmy, Kerry stated:
“We knew that in some places
obviously that wouldn't be
well received, but it's not a
punishment, […] President
Obama has actually worked
very, very hard to be able to
make certain that we're not
disrupting the relationship
with Egypt."
Fahmy’s response?
An emphasizing of turbulent
relations between America
and Egypt and the acknowledgement that Egypt would
look beyond the United States
to meet its security needs.
After his brief visit to
Egypt, Kerry flew to Saudi
Arabia and was met by Saudi

Foreign Minister Saud alFaisal. Saudi Arabia is a major
donor to Egypt’s interim,
army-backed, government.
The kingdom
of
Saudi Arabia has become
“frustrated with Washington’s perceived inaction in
Syria, its diplomatic engagement with Iran and lukewarm
attitude toward the militarybacked government in Egypt”.
This frustration has
its consequences. A senior
Saudi prince issued a warning
to America last month saying
that the kingdom could “shift
away” from the United States,
suggesting huge changes to
the previously close military
and economic cooperation
that the States and Saudi Arabia shared.
Washington seems
willing to risk some tension in
the States’ relations with
their allies in their attempt to
avoid military intervention in
Syria and in their nuclear
dealings with Iran. These two
issues put a large strain on
America’s relationship with
Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia
opposes any Iranian participation in the peace talks with
Syria that will potentially end
the civil war. The officials in

Saudi Arabia also express a
concern about the nuclear
programs being discussed
between America and Iran.
Kerry responded to
the rising tensions between
America and its allies, saying:
“there are some countries in
the region that wanted the
United States to do one thing
with respect to Syria and we
have done something else.
Those differences on an individual tactic on policy do not
create a difference on the fundamental goal of the policy”.
Essentially,
these
differences in the way countries achieve their goals are
not an accurate representation of the tensions between
countries.
Kerry is also in Saudi
Arabia to make it clear to the
Saudi government that Iran is
not welcome at the Geneva
Convention for Syria peace
talks unless Iran endorses a
past agreement that would
see the Syrian President Bashar al-Assad give up power.
In addition to Riyadh,
Jerusalem and Bethlehem,
Kerry will make stops in Jordan, the United Arab Emirates, Algeria and Morocco.

White Poppies Remember, Regardless of Intent Submitted by Hannah Falk
I was recently made
aware of students in Ontario
creating a white poppy pin to
commemorate peace in place
of the red poppy that has
been the Remembrance Day
symbol for 95 years. Their
reasoning for it is that the red
poppy glorifies war. They
believe that the red poppy is a
romanticised image that has
dulled how people perceive
war and that it celebrates a
militaristic ideology.
You may be surprised to know that these
students are not the first to
feel this way. The white

poppy traces back to the
1930s where the Women’s Co
-operative Guild started producing the pins as a symbol
for the end of all wars. The
intent of the women was not
to offend the memory of
those who gave up their lives,
but as a tribute and a promise
to remain peaceful. Many of
these women lost their jobs
for their efforts.
My question is: why
do we care what colour the
symbol of remembrance is as
long as the point is made? It
seems very ironic to me that
we are fighting over the sym-

bol for the promise to never
fight again. Not only that, but
the fact that we are currently
in the midst of a war in the
Middle East means that we
aren’t honouring those who
gave their lives in order to
preserve ours.
People need to get over
themselves and stop being
personally offended by everything. Saying that you are offended by the colour of the
Remembrance Day poppy is
just about as helpful as arresting a child for possessing
a half-eaten Poptart that happens to look like a gun (no

joke, that actually happened).
If we all just stopped and
looked at the bigger picture,
half of the world’s problems
would be solved.
We need to put on
our big kid underwear, stop
living just to take care of ourselves, and start realizing that
we are all on this planet together and we need to make
the best of it.
In the grand scheme,
if a person decides to wear a
white poppy because they
believe that it promotes
peace, I believe they have
every right to do so. I also

Conservatives Feather Their Nest at the Expense of Veterans
Submitted by Jim Karygiannis
Dear Editor[s],
MP Kevin Sorenson has
a lot of explaining to do. Last
year, his Conservative government found money to increase
spending in the Prime Minister’s Office, yet it cut funds for
veterans’ funerals.
In 2012-2013, after 10
years of fairly steady funding,
the Last Post Fund, which
helps pay for veterans’ funerals, was cut by a whopping
21.8%. Meanwhile, the Prime
Minister increased his own
office budget by 7.4%.
Instead of money for
our fallen heroes, the Harper
Conservatives are spending
Canadians’ tax dollars on PMO
staff and spin.
It has long been inappropriate that the Last Post
Fund’s outdated criteria excludes all but a few veterans

since the Korean War, depriving them of a dignified funeral
and burial because of financial
means.
Yet, it is simply insulting that this government has
chosen to invest in additional
staff to control their caucus
members and their message –
in the midst of the ongoing
PMO-Senate scandal – instead
of our courageous women and
men in uniform, who have
made great sacrifices in the
service of this country.
Mr. Sorenson needs to
re-think his priorities. Our
veterans should be looked
after with care and respect,
not nickel and dimed.
Yours sincerely,
Jim Karygiannis, MP
Liberal Party Veterans Affairs
Critic

PHOTO: Scott Wilton via flickr.com

believe that if someone believes in traditions and that
the red poppy is how they are
remembering and honouring
the dead, then they also have
the right to proudly pin it to
their chest. Hell, pin one of
each.
The symbol is only as
strong as the person makes it
out to be. A poppy is a poppy
no matter if it is orange, white
or red. With that in mind, if
the intent is to promote peace
actively in your life, that is
what you must do. Whatever
it takes to lift up the torch
and hold it high.
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NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2013
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

10

11
Remembrance Day–
no classes

12

13

14
ASA campfire
Love’s Labour’s Lost

15
Volleyball vs.
Lethbridge
Love’s Labour’s Lost

16
Volleyball vs.
Lethbridge
Basketball vs. NAIT
Hockey vs. PC
Love’s Labour’s Lost
RCR: Bill Durst

17

18
19
Success series: stress
& self care
Masterclass: Gnandt
Chopin lecture

20

21
Fair Trade & Local
Made Sale
Lieder in the Living
Room
Love’s Labour’s Lost

22
Preview Day
Munch Music
Hockey vs. CUCA
Love’s Labour’s Lost

23
Love’s Labour’s Lost

24

25
Wellness Week
Success series:
money management

26
Wellness Week

27
Wellness Week

28
Wellness Week
RCR: David Myles

29
Wellness Week
Curling: ACAC
Regionals
Hockey vs. RDC
Vikings teddy bear
toss

30
Recital: Augustana
Choir
Curling: ACAC
Regionals

1

2
Success series: final
exams

3

4
Staff vs. students
hockey

5
Last day of classes
Campus rec hockey
trip

6
7
Club Carnivale
Basketball vs. MSNU
Basketball vs. MSNU Curling funspiel

8

9
Final exams
Success series: exam
anxiety

10
Final exams

11
Final exams

12
Final exams

13
Final exams

14
Final exams

Soup Supper: Tuesdays 5-6 Chapel: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 10-10:20

Movie Review: Ender’s Game Cameron Raynor DAG WRITER
Ender’s
Game
is
based on the novel of the
same name by Orson Scott
Card.
Directed by Gavin
Hood, Ender’s Game is set in a
future earth after an invasion
by an alien race called the
Foramics. Because of the heroics and brilliance of their
commander, Mazar Rackham,
humanity was able to repel
the invasion but not before
suffering huge losses.
To prevent a future
attack, an International Fleet
was formed to strike back at
the Foramics and end the
threat once and for all.
The
International
Fleet recruits the best and
brightest children for Battle
School, where they are
trained on a space station
with the hope that one of
them will become the next
Rackham.
The film focuses on
Ender Wiggin, an extraordinarily gifted child considered
to be humanity’s greatest
hope, played by Asa Butterfeild.
Ender must tackle
increasingly difficult war
games while winning the respect of his peers before being promoted to Command
School where he will face
even greater challenges with
implications beyond [his

imagination].
Many students have
read Ender’s Game since the
book is a part of the grade 9
curriculum in Alberta and
other provinces. [Fans of the
book] will be interested to
see how well it is adapted to
the big screen.
As with any adaptation, there are some discrepancies between the book and
the movie. Ender’s Game succeeds in keeping these discrepancies minor and remaining faithful to the plot
and themes of the book.
In many ways the
premise is similar to Harry
Potter’s. Twelve year olds are
recruited to go to school,
where they are put into armies/houses to compete
against each other. One child
has a special gift that is
needed to save humanity.
Since children are
given adult responsibility and
treatment, the characters are
easy to empathize with as
they struggle with the challenges presented.
The idea is an obvious hit with younger audiences who will love the idea
that children can be better
than adults.
The film provides
plenty of exciting sci-fi action
sequences, great special effects, and an interesting, well-

paced plot. At some points
there is a lot going on screen
but it doesn’t feel confusing
or disorienting. Even the zero
gravity battle room games are
straightforward and easy to
follow.
The film does a good
job of keeping the thought
provoking themes and questions found in the book, such
as Ender’s struggle to balance
aggression with empathy, and
the morally treacherous reality Ender finds himself in at
the end of the film.
The characters in
Ender’s Game are acted
well. Butterfield’s portrayal
of Ender is excellent. He has a
demeanor that gives the impression there is always
something deeper going on in
his head.
Harrison Ford does a
convincing,
authoritative
Colonel Graff and Viola Davis
gives a solid performance as
the compassionate Major
Anderson. The other children
are well cast and fill their
roles well; however, the romance between Ender and
Petra (which is not present in
the book) feels forced and
awkward.
On the other hand,
the script leaves something to
be desired. Despite being
well acted, the dialogue
makes most of the characters

feel one-dimensional. All the
dialogue from the children
who oppose Ender is mean,
overbearing and harsh. The
children who support Ender
say nothing but positive
things about him.
Director Gavin Hood
uses dialogue to add important ideas and themes from
the book that would otherwise be left out. Ender tells
Graff, “You’re turning them
against me,” but despite this
he seems to gain the respect
of his peers quickly and easily.
Ender expresses, in
narrated letters to his sister
Valentine, that he feels conflicted when he crushes his
enemies because he empathizes with them, but there is
little evidence of this in
Ender’s
actions
on
screen. This is understandable; the film is relatively
short (119 minutes) for the
amount of content in the
novel, but the discrepancy
makes it feel like something is
a bit off.
Overall, Ender’s Game
does what it should. It delivers an exciting science fiction
adventure with eye catching
special effects while still retaining the deeper themes
and questions from the
book.

The acting is good and
the large battles and complicated battle room sequences
are [visually appealing] and
are easy to follow. The film
suffers from limiting dialogue
and some discrepancy between what the audience is
told and what is shown. In the
end these criticisms don’t
take away too much from the
overall experience and the
end result is still very good.

The Good:
- Exciting action & SFX
- Solid acting
- Faithful to the novel
- Explores novel’s
deeper themes
- Well-paced
The Bad:
- Characters limited
by simplistic script
- Contrived Ender/
Petra romance
- Discrepancies between what is told and
what is shown

7.75/10

