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Thursday evenings 
have been redefined by stu-
dents in the DRA244 
course.  Every week, these 
students bring their confi-
dence, skill, and hilarity to 
Main Street’s Bailey Theatre 
for a night full of thrilling en-
tertainment and enlivening 
comedy. 

The DRA244 course is 
an improvisational workshop 
program that is designed to 
give students the opportunity 
to practice and apply the skills 
required in improvisational 
theatre.  This involves giving 
these students the opportu-
nity to broadcast themselves 
and their skill to an audience 
through their onstage per-
formances.   

The performances 
consist of the DRA244 stu-
dents breaking into three 
smaller groups and partaking 
in improvisational games as 
per the instruction of their 
professor.  These games rely 
on input and ideas from the 
audience members who are 
actively engaged in the per-
formances.  The audience pro-
vides suggestions for the on-
stage players about the direc-
tions in which the acts should 
be taken.  The inclusion of the 
audience members provides 
for a very welcoming and light
-hearted atmosphere within 
the theatre. 

This is the first year 
that these performances have 
taken place off campus at the 
Bailey Theatre, even though a 

large percentage of the course 
grading is dependent upon 
performing for an audi-
ence.  There are high hopes 
that the Thursday night shows 
will continue to take place at 
the theatre next semester and 
in the future years of the pro-
gram. 

The idea of perform-
ing improvisational theatre in 
front of a live audience may 
seem daunting to some. How-
ever, it has proven to be a 
truly beneficial experience for 
t h e  D R A 2 4 4  s t u -
dents.  According to Paul 
“Sparky” Johnson, the director 
and class professor, a live au-
dience provides the energy to 
drive the students’ nerves and 
adrenaline.  Furthermore, the 
off campus setting gives the 
students more of a challenge 
since it takes them away from 
the comforts and familiarity of 
the university. 

One of the aspects of 
improvisation that Johnson 
aims for his students to better 
understand is maintaining a 
connection with the audi-
ence.  Performances require a 
direct experience with the 
other players onstage and the 
moment in which the action is 
performed.  However, the 
audience is also very much a 
part of the performance set-
ting with them.  By performing 
week after week on a regular 
basis, the students are able to 
more easily recognize that 
fact. 

One of the most diffi-

cult challenges for these per-
forming students is having to 
focus their energies towards 
accessing their intuition in 
front  of  an audi-
ence.  Theatrical improvisation 
calls for quick thinking and is 
largely dependent on the ca-
pacity of the students to be 
able to trust in their intuitive 
abilities.  This involves follow-
ing gut instinct, and speaking 
or acting without necessarily 
thinking about a specifically 
planned action.   

The concept of not 
knowing what you will be do-
ing next may seem intimidat-
ing to many, but  Johnson says 
that the “fear of the un-
known” is rather a “fear of 
what’s not here yet,” and that 
the students are learning to 
rely on their instinct to deliver 
instead of plotting out their 
actions. 

This isn’t a class 
based on the traditional ap-
proval or disapproval grading 
system.  When the students 
are onstage, they are trying to 
work through and solve vari-
ous problems and, as Johnson 
states, “If you are trying to 
solve a problem and can’t, it 
doesn’t mean you’ve 
failed.  You can’t fail if you 
made an effort to solve the 
problem.”  There aren’t neces-
sarily any specific right or 
wrong answers. 

The current DRA244 
class is made up of students 
from a diverse range of stud-
ies.  Most of those performing 

onstage aren’t even drama 
majors.  It is a course open to 
anyone wanting to experience 
a personal growth, especially 
in terms of their confidence 
levels.  The experience gained 
from the course itself, coupled 
with the performances, can 
serve as a very useful tool in 
the working world.   

The skills involved in 
effectively executing theatrical 
improvisation have many ap-
plications outside of the thea-
tre world.  The course in itself 
may prove to be advanta-
geous to students pursuing a 
career that involves any as-
p e c t s  o f  l e a d e r -
ship.  Improvisation can pro-
vide valuable skills that can be 
transferred to other areas of 
life; with performing comes 
increased confidence and 
comfort in a social set-
ting.  With the engagement in 
improvisation comes in-
creased observation skills, an 
enhanced decision-making 
capability, and improved crea-
tive thinking abilities. 

Improvisation can 
also prove to be an effective 
tool for both education and 
industry.  The knowledge that 
comes with this experience 
can be utilized to discover and 
work through creative solu-
tions, and can be applied to 
team building scenarios. 
Students from every area of 
study are encouraged to come 
out to the Bailey Theatre . . . 
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. . . and enjoy the evening 
shows.  The energy given off by 
the performers makes for a 
truly exhilarating experi-
ence.  The atmosphere that the 
drama students provide for the 
audience is stress-free and 
easy-going: the perfect envi-
ronment to take away some of 
the strain of studying. 

This is not an event 
limited to university stu-
dents.  The DRA244 class is 
looking for an increased sup-
port from the commu-
nity.  They’re looking to further 
spread the word and expand 

their audience to include a 
larger percentage of the Cam-
rose community.  That way, the 
students will not only be shar-
ing their talents with the uni-
versity population, but they 
will have the opportunity to 
perform for the members of 
the community as well.   

Admission to the per-
formances is free, and food 
and beverages (including beer) 
are available for purchase at 
the theatre concession.  The 
shows run from 8-9:30p.m. and 
take place every Thursday up 
until the last day of classes, 
December 5. 

There are some new 
Vikings teams to cheer for this 
year.  After 3 years of propos-
als, budgeting, lobbying and 
recruiting; Augustana now 
fields men’s and women’s soc-
cer teams.  In June both teams 
were accepted into the Alberta 
Colleges Athletic Conference 
and will begin competing in 
the ACAC next year.  This year 
the teams are practicing and 
playing an exhibition season 
against teams from all over the 
province so they will be in top 
shape for their first ACAC sea-
son next year. 

The men’s team is 
coached by David McCarthy 
and the team has a busy sea-
son ahead of them.  This year, 
to prepare them for their first 
ACAC season next year, 

“We’re basically run-
ning what I call a ‘mock sea-
son’ of what it will look like 
next year:  We’re running our 
training the same as what we’ll 
run next year; we’re schedul-
ing as many friendlies (games) 
as we can get on the week-
ends.” The ACAC Soccer sched-
ule is very intense. Its seven 
weeks of basically two games 
every weekend and three 
training sessions during the 
week.” 

 The team is already 
off to a great start.  They have 
attracted out of province and 
international students and 
McCarthy is quite pleased with 
the group’s progress. 

At the helm on the 
women’s side is Paul Stone, 

who says the team is looking 
good, 

“We’ve got a couple 
of good leaders on the team . . 
. They understand the game. 
I’ve seen some college games 
so I think we’re there . . . we 
need a few added pieces, some 
support players, [but] we’ve 
got a good core.” 

This year the team 
will be doing lots of training 
and some exhibition games 
until snow arrives, then condi-
tioning and playing an indoor 
season in Red Deer through 
the winter. 

Both teams are having 
a positive impact on local soc-
cer.  As McCarthy puts it, “Any 
successful program will be able 
to develop a core of players 
from their own core center. ... 
It’s in our best interest to try to 
develop the game here.”   

The teams will be 
reaching out to local teams, 
inspiring and helping to coach 
the next generation of Cam-
rose players. 

“We’re going to get 
out in the community and help 
out on mini soccer Saturdays; 
Saturday mornings we’re going 
to go help coach kids” says 
Stone. “It’s huge, you get the 
kids out there and you can see 
the grass roots.”   

The teams will also 
help develop local coaches in 
Camrose, “It [outreach] helps 
us help the coaches.  They 
need to learn too, how to run 
sessions, and we can help 
them do that.” 

The Vikings will bene-
fit from the unique opportuni-
ties Augustana offers.  Many 
colleges in Alberta only offer 1-
2 year programs while Augus-
tana programs are four years 
and give the players four years 
on the team to develop their 
skills.   

“It’s great to have 
that opportunity to develop 
players in a college system and 
not lose them after one or two 
years,” says McCarthy. “The 
ability for the athletes to start 
and continue their education 
here and for me to have them 
for four years is something 
that a lot of college coaches 
can’t have.” 

The team has already 
benefited from some experi-
enced transfer students bring-
ing their skills to the 
team.  Having soccer is a great 
fit for Augustana as 
well.  Previous to the creation 
of the teams there had been a 
lot of interest from prospective 
and current students.  Soccer is 
also a very accessible sport for 
international students who 
may not be familiar with Cana-
dian sports such as hockey or 
cross country skiing. 
 Both teams will be play-
ing home games this coming 
Monday Oct 14th at the Augus-
tana field in front of the Faith 
and Life Building. The women 
will be playing at 2pm. and the 
men will be playing at 4:00 
p.m.  Come out and cheer on 
our Vikings!  

Growing the Game Jenn Laskosky DAG WRITER 

When Bill Penny was 
approached about becoming 
the coach for the Augustana 
Golf team, his love of teaching 
kicked into high gear. Penny 
first became interested in golf-
ing around the age of twelve, 
but it was always a choice be-
tween golf and hockey. Golf 
won out in the end and at the 
age of twenty-one, he turned 
pro. In 2008, he was awarded 
the CPGA, Canadian Profes-
sional Golfers Association, 
which is the highest honour 
one can receive. 

“The team is a good fit 
for the course, the community, 
and the school,” said Penny. 
The golf team was in full swing 
right off the bat, as the season 
lasts only throughout Septem-
ber. This short one month sea-
son also allows students who 
play other sports, such as 
hockey or soccer, to participate 
in golf as well. 

This year the team 
made it to two tournaments-
the North Open Regional Tour-
nament in Lacombe on Sep-
tember 14th and 15th, and the 
ACAC Championships in Olds 
on September 28th and 29th. As 
enthusiastic and excited as 
everyone was for the first sea-
son to begin, the team faced 
some tough competition and 
came up just short. The team 
was unable to advance to the 
C C A A  C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
(Nationals) in Quebec. How-
ever, the team’s play is up to 
par with others and it is obvi-
ous that they are a force to be 
reckoned with in the following 
season. 

The biggest problem 
the team faced this year was 
[their limited time for prepara-
tion and training.] The team 
was unable to make it to their 
third tournament due to fund-
ing. They hope to raise aware-
ness that Augustana now has a 
golf team and get the word out 
to the high schools, so that the 
program may raise funds and 
continue building. Penny sees 
the Adopt a Viking program as 
a significant source of funds for 
the team in the years to come. 

“My goal was to put 
the team on the course, give 
them competition and see 

where they’re at,” stated 
Penny. With this being the first 
season, and with the schedule 
being so fast-paced, the expec-
tations for this year were to get 
a feel for everything Augustana 
students had to offer.  

The future for the 
team seems bright and Penny 
would like to keep moving for-
ward and continuing to im-
prove with the team. Over the 
next few years, they would like 
to have an elite group as well 
as a developmental group. The 
developmental would partici-
pate in practices, but would 
not compete. This will help to 
build a future for the team and 
to keep the program going. The 
pace of university golf, how-
ever, is extremely different 
from recreational. 

Penny would like to 
develop a summer training 
program for his golfers, so they 
can continue to improve during 
their off season. For next year, 
he also hopes to develop more 
time to coach and work on 
each individual’s game. This 
was a learning experience for 
the golf team this year and 
they intend to come out swing-
ing next season. 

Penny moved to Cam-
rose in 2008 and his main rea-
son for coaching the golf  team 
was because he wanted to be 
able to give back to the com-
munity and pass on his knowl-
edge of the game. He has also 
been working to become a cer-
tified mind coach and once he 
completes the training, he will 
be the only certified mind 
coach in Alberta. He knows 
that golf is not all about me-
chanics, but also has a very 
high mental aspect to it as well. 

This year’s team con-
sisted of five men: Cole Feth, 
Braxton Fox, Chase Martin, 
Darion Geddes, and Thomas 
Regier, and three women: April 
Strandlund, Katelyn Stewart, 
and Celine Amundrud.  

Vikings Add Men’s and Women’s Soccer  
Cameron Raynor DAG WRITER 

On Tuesday, October 
1st, students of Augustana and 
Camrose community gathered 
in the Chapel to watch a de-
bate between Brian Mason, 
leader of the Alberta New De-
mocratic Party, and Danielle 
Smith, leader of the Alberta 
Wildrose Party. I had the great 
opportunity to moderate the 
debate, which was hosted by 
the Augustana Politics Club. 

The first portion of 
the debate featured Mason 
and Smith each answering a 
pre-selected question for two 
minutes, followed by a five 
minute debate and a one min-
ute closing.  

The first question 
critiqued the current provincial 
budget and the “bitumen bub-
ble” and asked both leaders 
what their party would do 
about the expense/revenue 
problem. Brian Mason an-
swered first and expressed 
goals of raising royalties to 
increase revenue. Smith cri-
tiqued this idea and the debate 
shifted towards the validity of 
royalties. Both speakers were 

charismatic and well-spoken 
and made the debate greatly 

entertaining. 
 The second question 
asked the parties’ opinions on 
pipelines. Smith said the Wil-
drose Party supports the pipe-
lines for a variety of reasons, 
including an increased job mar-
ket and nation-wide economic 
benefits. Mason said that while 
the NDP does not oppose pipe-
lines, there are doubts about 
their lasting economic impacts. 
 The debate continued 
largely into the third question, 
which asked about the balance 
between environmental sus-
tainability and economic 
growth. 
 The fourth question 
brought up the big, topical 
question: How would each 
party invest in post-secondary 
education? Many students 
were disappointed in the re-
sponses. The only firm ideas 
mentioned were Brian Mason 
explaining his party’s goals of 
dropping tuition by 10% and 
freezing it until there could be 
a discussion on a realistic num-
ber and Daniel Smith’s plan of 
sustainably balancing Alberta’s 
budget to avoid defunding 
post-secondary. Much of the 

debate took on the assumption 
that the current tuition was 
reasonable, despite numbers 
of Alberta’s post-secondary 
enrollment being among the 
lowest in the nation while tui-
tion remains the highest. 
 The final prepared 
question asked each speaker 
what they believed to be the 
biggest issues facing Albertans 
today. Brian Mason’s response 
was about overall government 
neglect and the debate fo-
cused mostly on the validity of 
that concern. 
 I was impressed at the 
passion of each speaker. At 
some parts of the debate it 
was pretty difficult to cut their 
speeches off because they 
were so into what they were 
saying. Especially near the end 
of the debate they each had to 
be reminded to stop speaking 
several times. It was vital that I 
was adamant about the time 
limits to ensure a fair debate 
that stayed on schedule.   
 After the five scheduled 
questions, Wilissa Reist, the 
president of the Augustana 
Politics Club, . . . 

[Continues on Page 3] 
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 There has been much 
discussion about budget cuts 
to the University of Alberta.  
Last March the government of 
Alberta slashed $147 million in 
funding for Alberta post-
secondary institutions and it is 
creating big challenges for the 
university and Augustana. 
 Last year the U of A was 
already facing budget chal-
lenges.  The U of A is primarily 
funded by tuition revenue and 
the Campus Alberta grant, 
both of which are government 
controlled.   
 Revenue was increasing 
by approximately 2% a year 
and salaries and wages were 
increasing by about 4% a year.  
Even before the cuts the U of A 
was facing a 12 million dollar 
budget shortfall.  The univer-
sity was anticipating a 2% 
funding increase and planning 
to cut 1.5% across the board.   
 In March, the Govern-
ment of Alberta slashed fund-
ing for post-secondary educa-
tion.  The U of A was handed a 
7.2% budget cut, leaving the 
school 9.2% short of their 
budget plan for 2013-14. The 
university submitted a plan to 
balance its budget over 3 
years. This plan was rejected 
and the Government requires 
the budget to balance by the 
2014-15 school year.  This 
means all of the cuts will take 
effect by the start of the 2014-
15 school year.   
 The Government be-
lieves the U of A and other 
Alberta institutions are run 
inefficiently and should better 
manage their resources.  Fi-
nance minister Doug Horner 
told The Globe and Mail,  
  “They’re taking a hit, 

yeah. I know that in post-
secondary’s there’s significant 
amount that are there [to cut] 
because we’ve never really 
pushed them, right?”   
 It was statements like 
Homer’s that the Augustana’s 
Dean, Dr. Allen Berger, was 
referring to when he told The 
Dagligtale, “The Government 
seems to think there is exces-
sive fat and there is excessive 
duplication in post-secondary 
education.  I not only respect-
fully disagree; I think they’re 
plain wrong and thoroughly 
misguided.” 
 The U of A has re-
sponded with sweeping cuts; 
20 arts programs have been 
eliminated and there will be 
600 fewer admissions to sci-
ence programs.  The entrance 
average for science programs 
will be raised higher than the 
current 80% minimum next 
fall.   
 The school created a 
voluntary severance program 
which invites employees to 
leave their jobs in exchange for 
severance pay. Courses they 
taught will be discontinued, 
merged with other classes, or 
covered by cheaper sessional, 
part-time instructors. 121 U of 
A staff have accepted this offer 
and won’t be returning next 
year; five are at Augustana. 
 Not a lot is certain as to 
how exactly the cuts will effect 
Augustana.  The average cut 
for each faculty will be 7%.  At 
this time Dr. Berger is 
“cautiously optimistic the tar-
get for Augustana will be less 
than 7%”.   
 This does not mean 
there won’t be any pain felt 
here. Even on the low end the 

Dean is expecting to have to 
cut $1,000,000 from the cur-
rent budget.   
 Augustana has had a 
structural deficit of its own and 
is working through a 3 year 
plan to address it.  Over the 
past 2 years the budget deficit 
has fallen from approximately 
$800,000 to $200,000 and is to 
be eliminated by next year.  
However, the past deficit has 
depleted a lot of the school’s 
savings and Augustana no 
longer has enough savings to 
run a deficit.   
 According to Berger the 
challenge facing Augustana is, 
“To meet the cuts the provost 
office gives us and, in addition, 
cut about $200,000 so we bal-
ance the budget.” 
 At the moment for most 
students there isn’t too much 
to worry about.  Although 
there may be a slight decrease 
in course offerings and slightly 
larger class sizes, the changes 
will be minor and many stu-
dents may not notice anything.   
 Course offerings at Au-
gustana were not affected by 
the reduction in Arts program 
offerings and science admis-
sions at North campus and no 
programs at Augustana are 
slated to be cut. Tuition isn’t 
expected to raise either.  
 Berger told The Dag, 
“This is the only morally ac-
ceptable decision the Govern-
ment of Alberta has made in 
regards to post-secondary edu-
cation. . . . I do not foresee a 
tuition increase. I am virtually 
certain [tuition increases] will 
be held to cost of living in-
creases and nothing more.”  
 Scholarships should not 
see any changes as a result of 

the budget situation.  Scholar-
ships are largely funded 
through external sources and 
are separate from the main 
budget.  Funding for sports 
teams also appears to be safe 
as there has been no talk of 
cuts to athletics. The construc-
tion of the Camrose Perform-
ing Arts Center is not depend-
ent on the faculty budget and 
is not at risk.  However, inter-
national students may be on 
the hook.   The international 
student differential (the extra 
tuition international students 
pay) is not regulated by the 
Alberta government and will 
probably be increased.  The 
international student differen-
tial is imposed to make up for 
the money paid by Canadian 
student’s parents in taxes that 
support Canadian universities. 
However, it is hard to justify 
raising the differential when 
the funding from taxpayers is 
cut. 
 [The full extent of the 
budget cuts] is unknown.  The 
provost is scheduled to release 
its draft 2014-15 budget Oct 
15th.  Only after that draft is 
released will Augustana know 
how much it will be expected 
to cut and be able to figure out 
where the cuts will come from.   
 The budget will then be 
reviewed and tweaked before 
it is submitted to the board in 
January for approval.  After it is 
approved by the board, Augus-
tana will still be able to make 
small tweaks to the faculty 
budget in February and March 
before the new budget comes 
into effect April 1st.  Starting 
April 1st the university is ex-
pected to have a balanced 
budget. 

What Do U of A Budget Cuts Mean For Augustana? Cameron Raynor DAG WRITER 
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  . . . asked questions 
that were submitted by audi-
ence members. They were spe-
cific and hard-hitting, ranging 
from international student 
tuitions, oil sands, and the 
treatment of Aboriginal peo-
ple.  
 The international stu-
dent issue was interesting-- 
one wouldn’t expect provincial 
politicians to have firm opin-
ions on it, but both speakers 
had points to bring up. Danielle 
Smith said that her priority 
would be Albertan students 
first and foremost, and consid-
ering her views being general 
tuition being fair enough al-
ready, it wasn’t surprising that 
she wasn’t eager to regulate 
international tuition. Brian Ma-
son agreed that he would 
rather focus on regulating 
“Albertan tuition” versus inter-
national. Throughout the night, 
both parties seemed to agree 
on a surprising number of 
things, such as the reality of 
needing pipelines, but both 
had very different suggested 

approaches. 
 The entire “Mason vs. 
Smith” debate is a part of a 
tour across Albertan universi-
ties and colleges, put on by the 
New Democrats and the Wil-
drose Party jointly to offer 
young voters an alternative to 
the ever-dominant Progressive 
Conservatives. 

Therefore, while the 
debate featured a lot of oppos-
ing viewpoints, it was evident 
that both of the speakers and 
their parties were essentially 
“working together” against a 
“common enemy”. Many of 
the arguments featured criti-
cism of the Conservatives as 
well as the speaking parties’ 
own ideologies. While it did 
take a bit away from the true 
“debate” aspect of the event, 
especially since there wasn’t a 
Conservative representative to 
counter the arguments, their 
points did serve as good criti-
cism for the current govern-
ment. 
 As a moderator who 
was on stage with the speak-
ers, I was impressed at the 

enthusiastic dedication of the 
speakers. They were passion-
ate, taking notes and searching 
for numbers and facts con-
stantly to provide the best de-
bate possible. They were not 
only great speakers but they 
were also genuine. The crowd, 
which filled the house, was not 
disappointed by the event.  
 As a politics student, I 
was interested in the issues 
that were being considered by 
both parties and intrigued at 
their perspectives. As a non-
Albertan, I appreciated the 
event, which, while still being 
very interesting, gave a good 
insight into the issues of Alber-
tan politics and the positions of 
the different parties. 

The Mason vs. Smith 
debate was a huge success and 
a great event to have on cam-
pus. It will be interesting to see 
if the Wildrose Party and the 
New Democrats continue to 
ally against the Progressive 
Conservatives for the next pro-
vincial elections, and if it would 
actually cause a shift in voting. 

 

 

www.wildrose.ca 

Learn more about the parties: 

www.albertandp.ca 
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Meet the Dag Team... 

 

 Ian Anderson is a busi-
ness major in 3rd year and the 
current co-editor of the Dag 
with Robyn. He spends his time 
editing the paper, working at 
TLS, and running his own busi-
ness. Oh, and school too. In his 
spare time that is few and far 
between he tinkers with com-
puters, plays the trumpet and 
goes to the Brewhouse. If you 
see him in the halls feel free to 
stop him and chat about what-
ever... as long as it’s tech or 
politics! Ian’s dream career is 
to be self-employed, so… mis-
sion accomplished. Time for 
retirement and collect the roy-
alty Dos Equis pays for the 
branding in the photo of him.  
(He takes credit for anything 
funny that’s in the paper)  

 Robyn Sheremeta is 
actually a very nice person; she 
just wants you to think other-
wise. When she’s not slaving 
away in the Dag office, the 
fourth year English and music 
double major enjoys terribly 
cliché things such as reading, 
writing, singing, baking and 
consuming a lot of caffeine. 
She is also a fan of cats, mosh 
pits, body modification, bur-
lesque, satire, online shopping, 
conspiracy theories, The Food 
Network, and celebrity gossip. 
Robyn is a certified heart-
breaker and leaves behind a 
string of ex-boyfriends who 
have since moved to com-
munes to “find themselves” 
and wear way too much 
guyliner (actually).  

 Cam Raynor grew up in 
Huntsville, Ontario where he 
graduated high school two 
years ago in 2011.  He then 
spent two years skiing on the 
Ontario cross country ski at 
races all over the country rep-
resenting Ontario.  In August 
he decided Ontario was no 
longer for him, applied to Au-
gustana, and is now a first year 
BSc. student majoring in Math 
and Physics.  He still enjoys 
skiing and most other sports, 
with a bias to endurance 
sports.  Other hobbies include 
violin, web design, pulling 
elaborate pranks, and back 
country camping.  

 Lee Metrunec is a first 
year student at Augustana. 
This is the first time she has 
been a part of a school news-
paper. Lee comes from just 
outside of New Sarepta, a 
small town half an hour away 
from Camrose. She loves to 
read and write. She also plays 
any sports that she can when 
she gets the chance, and is an 
avid Ukrainian dancer. Lee has 
been to Ukraine and China, 
and hopes she will have many 
more chances to travel in the 
future. She is contemplating a 
future career in journalism, 
and is very happy to be a part 
of this team! 

 Megan Alderdice is a 
first year student, majoring in 
Psychology and minoring in Eng-
lish.  Her free time is spent writ-
ing, working part-time at Star-
bucks, and procrastinating her 
studies.  Although she has lived 
all over Alberta, she currently 
resides in Camrose and lives off-
campus.  So far, the experience 
of a smaller sized campus has 
been wonderful for her, and she 
plans to finish her degree at 
Augustana.  She has a passion 
for writing and is overjoyed to 
be working for the Dagligtale. 

Jenn Laskosky is in 
her first year at Augustana 
University and is in a Bachelor 
of Arts, majoring in English. 
Jenn first became interested in 
writing when she wrote her 
first short story for school in 
grade six. She hopes to pursue 
a career in writing, particularly 
journalism. She is also a mem-
ber of the Viking’s Women’s 
Volleyball team for this up-
coming season. Outside of 
school and volleyball, Jenn 
enjoys watching movies, lis-
tening to music, and spending 
time with her friends and fam-
ily. She is looking forward to 
the upcoming first year of 
school and becoming a mem-
ber of the Dagligtale writing 
staff.   

 Kate Anderson is a sec-
ond year Global Development 
Studies and English double 
major here at Augustana, 
originally from Drayton Valley, 
Alberta. She enjoys playing 
piano, singing, going for runs, 
cooking, and is always up for a 
cup of tea and a chat with a 
friend. She hopes to pursue 
Community Development and 
has enjoyed travelling and 
volunteer work overseas in the 
past. She is currently engaged 
and will be getting married 
this May. She looks forward to 
being a part of the Dag team 
this year and keeping every-
one updated on National and 
International News! 

Jessica Stambaugh is a fourth 
year English major with no 
minor. She is from Tofield 
Alberta but has lived in Cam-
rose since 2010. This is her 
first year writing for The 
Dagligtale and she is super 
excited to do so. Her interests 
include reading, playing pool, 
reading, movie marathons, 
reading, and long walks on 
the beach.  While highly opin-
ionated, she has an open 
mind. She is always ready to 
discuss current events, issues 
or even the weather with any-
one who will sit still long 
enough to chat, especially 
when promised coffee.    

 Tiffani Blatchford is a 
third year student at Augus-
tana, hoping to achieve a dou-
ble major in English and His-
tory. She is also an executive 
of the History Club, which 
everyone should join. In her 
spare time, Tiffani likes to 
read fantasy novels and dress 
up in medieval clothing. She 
also likes to sleep in whenever 
possible and watch a lot of 
anime. Tiffani’s ultimate goal 
in coming to university is to 
become either an expert in 
medieval history and litera-
ture, or to fulfil her lifelong 
dream of becoming a Ninja 
Turtle and being best friends 
with Donatello. 

 Jennifer Ha is a second 
year political studies/global 
and development studies stu-
dent. When she's not writing 
for the Dag, she is fond of tak-
ing naps, eating Taco Bell, ex-
amining the feminism in popu-
lar culture, and looking at cute 
animal videos on YouTube. Her 
biggest strengths are being 
able to handle spicy food, 
sleeping through anything, 
speaking fast, and performing 
Gold Digger by Kanye West at 
karaoke. Her biggest weak-
nesses are inappropriately 
quoting movies she's never 
seen, sending e-mails without 
proper attachments, laughing 
at her own jokes, and saying 
actual, serious weaknesses 
during job interviews.  

 Olen Hillaby is a fourth 

year Philosophy and Religion 

major who also has interests in 

the fields of Sociology and Eng-

lish literature.  Olen is from 

Lloydminster, Alberta, where 

he graduated high school.  Af-

ter living in Camrose for the 

last three years Olen has spent 

time working part time in a 

local music shop and has be-

come involved in the local 

Camrose music and arts com-

munity.  He likes to listen to 

rock, blues and country music 

and often attends concerts at 

the Bailey Theater, Rusty Spur 

and performances on Augus-

tana Campus. You can expect 

that Olen will provide short 

reviews of concerts that have 

taken place in the Camrose 

area, with pictures and possi-

bly interviews with local musi-

cians and actors.  Olen also 

keeps track of upcoming con-

certs and plays that are occur-

ring in the local area and will 

give suggestions and reminders 

of any upcoming shows.     

@DagligtaleNews 

The Dagligtale,    
Augustana  Campus 
Student Newspaper 

Get in touch with us:  
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Rani Palo is currently 
one of Augustana’s longest em-
ployed professors, and is also 
one of the most personable. His 
love for teaching and connect-
ing with students was evident 
as I sat down for coffee with 
him on a sunny September 
morning. 
            Rani was born in Estonia, 
but grew up in Quebec. He has 
had the experience of teaching 
in both Canada and the United 
States, and has taken numerous 
trips across Europe in his down-
time as well as with students. 
Rani is fascinated with Europe, 
and is jointly writing a book 
about Irish history with a 
scholar friend from England. 

His research, however, 
lies with the Civil War and Old 
South. Rani teaches mostly 
American history classes in ad-
dition to a handful of European 
history and first year introduc-
tory history with Petr Mire-
jovsky. 

When I asked him hard
-hitting, serious interview ques-
tions, Rani did not shy away 
from answering, but instead 
held his own and answered 
confidently: although he prefers 
Pepsi over Coke, Rani would 
choose Chinotto (a bittersweet, 
spiced cola) over anything else. 
Much to my dismay, Rani is a 
dog person; however, he would 

choose PC over Mac and pirates 
over zombies in a heartbeat. 

How, you may ask, did 
Rani Palo end up in Camrose, of 
all places? It all boils down to 
Alberta’s (previously) booming 
economy and sparkling reputa-
tion. 

Rani began his teach-
ing career in Quebec, but once 
the separatist movement be-
came too heated he left. Rani 
then moved on to Virginia, the 
“Civil War cock pit and heart of 
the Confederacy.” It seemed 
like a natural choice for a man 
doing research on the topic, 
after all. After teaching high 
school in Virginia for several 
years, Rani applied for a job in 
the rapidly-growing province of 
Alberta. Canadian teachers are 
treated far better than Ameri-
can teachers, and although 
Rani’s family is from Eastern 
Canada, English schools in Que-
bec were downsizing. Rani hap-
pily settled into prairie life in-
stead. 

Before arriving at Au-
gustana he experienced life in 
the northern town of Swan 
Hills, Alberta. However, Cam-
rose was far more appealing 
and Rani was hired to teach 
social studies and English as 
part of Camrose Lutheran Col-
lege’s high school program. 
Eventually, as CLC morphed into 

Augustana, they phased out 
high school classes and Rani 
went to Mississippi for a few 
years to complete his graduate 
degree. 

When he returned, Old 
Main had been uprooted and 
moved across campus, the high 
school program was wrapping 
up for good, and the rest is his-
tory. 

Speaking of history, 
teaching courses about Europe 
has its perks. Over the years 
Rani has organized international 
trips to Scotland and France, as 
well as Ireland, which is always 
highly anticipated. In May 2014 
Rani will be visiting Ireland with 
a group of students for the sev-
enth time. 

The Ireland trip is a 
three week long exploration of 
the country and is not for 
credit. Making the trip a casual 
learning experience keeps the 
cost down and also alleviates 
some of the stress that comes 
with preparing for a travel class 
(many for-credit tours require 
students to complete prepara-
tion assignments, travel diaries 
and research papers). 

Many former students 
have fond memories of the Ire-
land trip. While reminiscing 
about former years Rani men-
tions that a few years ago there 
had been posters of alumni 

along the Forum walls. Several 
of the alumni had listed the tour 
as one of the highlights of their 
Augustana days.   

The Ireland trip is in-
credibly rewarding because of 
the small size of the group. Rani 
explains that it usually consists 
of eight or nine people, includ-
ing himself. They rent a small 
bus to get from place to place, 
stay in hostels (with the occa-
sional bed and breakfast added 
in), and get to go for picnics and 
eat dinner in pubs. The activi-
ties and experience differs 
slightly from year to year so 
Rani can account for the differ-
ent personalities in the small 
group. After all, not everyone is 
keen to go hiking and trekking 
through the mountains; the avid 
shoppers of the group usually 
get time of their own as well 
and visiting historical sites and 
landmarks is a must. 

The ease in which one 
can apply history to other sub-
jects is one reason why Rani 
loves teaching. It’s the one field, 
he says, which includes all other 
disciplines. In his lectures Rani 
will mention important histori-
cal events relevant to other 
disciplines; for example, the 
music at Woodstock in the 60s, 
or scientific discoveries of Gali-
leo and Kepler during the Ren-
aissance. Such an approach 

makes history accessible to stu-
dents from all disciplines. 

One of Rani’s favourite 
things about Augustana is the 
classroom experience and con-
nection with students. He says, 
“I love teaching, I enjoy the ca-
maraderie with students. There 
are students that I’ve taught a 
number of times and we get to 
know each other quite well.” 

At a small school like 
Augustana, forging such con-
nections are much easier, and 
they make a lasting impression 
on both the student and profes-
sor. Rani still hears from many 
former students and often gets 
the opportunity to catch up 
with them if he visits North 
Campus, or if they stop by Cam-
rose to visit. One of his former 
students is currently teaching 
high school English in Wetaski-
win and has asked Rani to talk 
to the class about the real King 
Macbeth after they’ve finished 
reading Shakespeare’s play.   

After more than thirty 
years of teaching at Augustana, 
Rani still has endless enthusi-
asm and many stories about his 
experiences. Towards the end 
of our chat, he described the 
school aptly and said, “I don’t 
think of it as a job. It’s a very 
nice environment.” 

Catching Up With Rani Palo Robyn Sheremeta DAG WRITER 

 Writing an essay or any 
type of writing assignment for 
a class can be daunting at first, 
especially for students whose 
first language is not English. 
Augustana has many resources 
that can help students in all 
stages of their writing projects, 
from brainstorming to editing 
the final draft. 

One of the most use-
ful writing tools you can use on 
campus is the Writing Center 
located in the Augustana li-
brary. The Writing Center 
makes use of peer tutors to 
spend time working with stu-
dents one-on-one to develop 
writing and help students learn 
how to write for future assign-
ments. The idea behind the 
Writing Center is that students 
will feel the need to visit less 
and less as they slowly begin to 
master the art of writing. 

Craig Peterson, one of 
Augustana’s English professors, 
is the chief organizer of  the 
Writing Center and is also a 
tutor there. Peterson also 
teaches a class that trains sen-
ior students how to be tutors, 
and gradually introduces them 
to writing practices at the Cen-
ter. Though the tutors are vol-
unteers, they are all students 
who have lots of experience 
with writing assignments and 
with helping others conceptu-
alize and edit the work of oth-
ers. 

Anyone can benefit 
from the Writing Center, in-
cluding students and profes-
sors, and any writing projects 
are accepted, whether school 
related or personal. All sorts of 
assignments from all disciplines 
are welcomed, including es-
says, lab reports, journals, and 
creative writing assignments. 
[Editors’ note: or submissions 
for the Dag!] 

Recently the tutors at 
the Writing Center have imple-
mented some new ways for 
English as Second Language 
students to benefit. One of 
these is the ESL Lunch, which 
will be taking place on Tues-
days from 12-1 pm in the Fo-
rum. The ESL Lunch held on 
October 8th featured free deli-
cious cupcakes from Malorie’s 
Cakes and Catering. Cupcakes 
will be offered at subsequent 
lunches also. 

The ESL Lunches are 
an opportunity for students 
whose main language is not 
English to come and converse 
with peer tutors from the Writ-
ing Center and discuss the writ-
ing assignments they are cur-
rently working on. They will 
further develop their writing, 
while chatting as a group in a 
more relaxed environment 
than the one-on-one sessions 
may offer. 

ESL Lunches are a 
great way for students to casu-

ally become familiar with the 
tutors and what the Writing 
Center is all about. Leah John-
son, a veteran tutor currently 
volunteering at the center, said 
that “the Writing Centre was 
hoping to do ESL lunches as an 
event for some of our interna-
tional students who may not 
get much informal and relaxed 
practice with their English. 
When we found out the Inter-
national Club was thinking 
about doing ESL lunches, we 
thought a collaboration be-
tween the two groups would 
be a great fit to ensure we 
have both a high turnout as 
well as some additional con-

nection to students that fre-
quent the Writing Centre.” 

Another way the Cen-
ter is reaching out to ESL stu-
dents is by offering a series of 
Intro English Writing Work-
shops. These Workshops focus 
primarily on first year and ESL 
students who are taking first 
year English courses and need 
help with their essays. The first 
workshop in the series was 
held on September 25th and 
focused on brainstorming and 
outlining essays, helping stu-
dents get their ideas onto pa-
per and get started writing. 

The second workshop, 
held on October 9th,  had both 

students and peer tutors. The 
tutors had a chance to work 
with the students on their writ-
ing, either one-on-one or in 
small groups. Students were 
able to ask for guidance on the 
outlines and first drafts of their 
writing assignments, which 
were mostly essays for first 
year English classes. The gen-
eral mood of the workshop 
was casual; students could rely 
on the input of tutors and 
other students from the same 
classes, who were dealing with 
similar problems in their own 
writing.   

 
[Continues on page  7.  . . ] 

Writing Center Focusing on ESL Learning 
Tiffani Blatchford DAG WRITER 
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 On October 21, 2013, 

the city of Camrose will be 

holding its civic election, giving 

students an opportunity to 

exercise their power. Positions 

to be filled include a new 

mayor, eight new city council-

ors and two new members to 

the public school board.  

 The candidates in the 

current election are addressing 

topics such as public transpor-

tation, road maintenance and 

the downtown corridor.   

 Students wishing to 

vote in this election must meet 

the voter eligibility guidelines: 

be 18 years of age, a Canadian 

citizen, Alberta resident for six 

consecutive months before the 

election, and reside in Cam-

rose. 

 When voting, students 

must have government issued 

photo ID as well as identifica-

tion proving Camrose resi-

dency.  Some examples are a 

bank or credit card statement, 

correspondence issued by the 

university, a government 

cheque or cheque stub, a utility 

bill, vehicle ownership or insur-

ance certificate. For a complete 

list, visit the city of Camrose’s 

website at www.camrose.ca. 

 [The voting stations on 

election day are as follows]: 

Mirror Lake Centre Auditorium, 

Sparling School gymnasium, 

Camrose Community Centre 

(field house), and Camrose 

United Church.   

 Voting stations will 

open at 10:00am and close at 

8:00pm at the above noted 

locations.  

 If you are unable to vote 

at this time and are eligible to 

vote there is an advanced vot-

ing station at the Camrose Fire 

Hall on October 16th from 

1:00pm to 7:00pm and again 

on October 19th from 10:00am 

to 5:00pm.  The same voting 

rules and regulations apply at 

these advance voting stations. 

 

City of Camrose Elections Olen Hillaby DAG WRITER 

 Want to get off campus 
for a night?  Here are a few 
upcoming events in the com-
munity that could spark your 
interest. Concerts, plays and 
even opportunities to jam and 
make music with friends await 
you.  In the next few weeks the 
Bailey Theatre [is hosting] the 
following upcoming events by 
both local and out of town 
artists: 

On October 20th at 
2:00 p.m. the local band 
Buckaroos will be playing.  The 
Buckaroos are a classic country 
band consisting of Jordan Le-
den, Curtis Bessatte, Dan Ol-
sen, Stan Kontek, Norm Taylor 
and Rudy Famulak. Come out 
to listen to some of your favor-
ite classics and maybe some 
classics that will be new to 
you.  Admission at the door is 
$12.      

Award winning Cana-
dian musician Colin James will 
be playing on October 
21st.  James has produced sev-
eral hit songs, earning him six 
Juno awards, including “Man’s 
Gotta Be Stone,” “Voodoo 
Thing,” “Keep on Loving Me 
B a b y , ”  a n d  “ L e t ’ s 

Shout.”  Doors open at 6:00 
p.m. and the show begins at 
7:30 p.m.  Tickets can be pur-
chased in advance from the 
Bailey Theatre box office or 
online. At baileytheatre.com 

Want to get dressed 
up for Halloween early? The 
Bailey Theatre will be hosting 
the Rocky Horror Picture Party 
on October 25th. Doors will 
open at 8:00 p.m. and at the 
classic horror movie will be 
shown at 9:00pm.  After the 
flick, there will be an after 
party with drink specials, 
prizes, and music.  Student 
tickets are $10 each. 

The Rose City Roots 
Music Society is presenting 
The Harpoonist and the Axe 
Murderer on October 
26th.  The Harpoonist and the 
Axe Murderer is a low down 
dirty blues band hailing from 
Vancouver, British Colum-
bia.  Their sound is inspired by 
blues greats like Robert John-
son and Jack White with mod-
ern greasy funk flair.  Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. and the 
show starts at 8:00 
p.m.  Student tickets are $10 
each.                            

Camrose Events: Bailey Theatre  
Olen Hillaby DAG WRITER Tuesday, October 1 

was supposed to be an impor-
tant day: it was the start of the 
new fiscal year for the USA, 
and also the day that unin-
sured Americans could apply 
for state-based medical insur-
ance.  What actually happened 
is the country-wide shutdown 
of numerous federal services. 
Why? The Republicans and 
Democrats couldn’t hash out 
the details of the 2014 budget. 

The Republicans in 
Congress refused to extend the 
current budget until a new 
budget could be negotiated 
and now the country is in shut-
down mode. 

What is the hold up on 
the new budget? If one talks to 
the Republicans, it is the De-
mocrats’ inability to negotiate 
potential limitations of the new 
healthcare law, and if one talks 
to the Democrats it is the Re-
publicans’ refusal to leave the 
new healthcare law alone and 
work towards a budget without 
dismantling the Affordable 
Care Act, aka “Obamacare.” 

The House of Repre-
sentatives (being mostly Re-
publicans) and the Senate 
(most being Democrats) are 
unwilling to agree on how they 
are going to go about spread-
ing money for the next year. 

What is entailed in a 
“shutdown?” All nonessential 
government funded services 
are shut down for the time 
being because there is no 
money for them. Without a 
new budget dictating where 
money is going to be put, the 
government cannot technically 
promise that the ser-
vices  being offered as of Sep-
tember 30, 2013 will continue 
to run the same way in the 
next fiscal year. 

Affected services that 
are government-funded in-
clude all national parks, monu-
ments, memorials, the Food 
and Drug Association, Border 
Patrol, Mail, and Revenue Ser-
vices. However, the govern-
ment has got enough in order 

to make sure that Border Pa-
trol, Mail, and the Transporta-
tion Safety Association are still 
up and running but many other 
businesses, including the FDA, 
are shut down until further 
notice. 

Surprisingly the gov-
ernment funded exercise facili-
ties for congress remain open 
as well, as Michelle Obama’s 
government funded “Let’s 
Move” website is one of the 
last still operational. 

As of Thursday, Octo-
ber 10, there has been no 
headway in reopening govern-
ment services, and with the 
deadline for the Debt Ceiling 
fast approaching, tempers are 
running high.  The House Re-
publicans left the meeting Fri-
day feeling frustrated that 
Obama and the Senate Democ-
rats refuse to negotiate any 
terms that cut into Affordable 
Care. 

The House Republi-
cans are determined to negoti-
ate only if it centers around 
cutting out or limiting 
Obamacare, [despite the fact 
that] Obamacare is funded 
separately from the budget, 
meaning that the budget they 
are trying to negotiate does 
not actually put money to-
wards Obamacare. 

In the interim, the 
House is attempting to pass 
small, incremental measures 
that will open up the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency, the National Weather 
Service, and some nutrition 
services, to name a few. The 
White House is threatening to 
veto any minibills that the 
House of Representatives try to 
pass; the veto message said: 
“Consideration of appropria-
tions bills in this fashion is not 
a serious or responsible way to 
run the United States govern-
ment. Instead of opening up a 
few government functions, the 
House of Representatives 
should reopen all of the gov-
ernment.”   

What most people are 

really worried about is the 
looming debt ceiling deadline. 
America has a cap on the 
amount of money it can owe. 
When they get close to reach-
ing that “ceiling” the govern-
ment has to agree to raise it. 
The deadline to agree on rais-
ing the ceiling is October 
17th  and the Republicans are 
unwilling to agree on raising it 
until they get their way with 
Obama’s Affordable Care Act. 
Obama and the Democrats 
refuse to let Obamacare be 
delayed on the whims of the 
Republicans. 

If the Republicans and 
Democrats do not come to 
some sort of agreement by 
October 17th, the US govern-
ment will default on its debt. 
Defaulting means that they will 
not be able to accumulate 
more debt, meaning the 
budget that they will have to 
work with will not be enough 
to run the country. 

Treasury Secretary 
Jack Lew has been quoted say-
ing that as of October 30, the 
government will have approxi-
mately $30 billion to pay their 
incoming bills with. To put 
things into perspective, it is 
possible that the government’s 
payments can run close to $60 
billion in one day.  The Treas-
ury issued a report on October 
3rd which stated that “Credit 
markets could freeze, the value 
of the dollar could plummet, 
U.S. interest rates could sky-
rocket, and the negative spill-
overs could reverberate 
around the world”. 
 As a reassurance, most 
economists interviewed on the 
matter have acknowledged 
that a default is unlikely. Many 
seem to agree that at the US 
government will approve a 
raise in the debt ceiling by Oc-
tober 17th and avoid default 
and all the negative connota-
tions that go along with it. 
What no one seems to be able 
to prophesize is what the costs 
will be to each party and the 
US economy.  

Freedom is Temporarily Closed Jessica Stambaugh DAG WRITER 

Sustainability Awareness Week  
 

 From October 21st-25th, the University of Al-
berta's three campuses will be hosting several work-
shops, tours, and speakers for Sustainability Aware-
ness Week, otherwise known as SAW.  
 Although Augustana students are fortunate to 
have a shorter week for fall break, stay tuned for CSL 
projects on the topics of: Food, Water, and Waste. 
You will have the opportunity to discover sustainabil-
ity practices on the Augustana campus, learn how to 
make more sustainable choices at home, and even 
have the chance to recycle your old cell phones and 
other electronic devices.  
 Keep watch for more information regarding 
the Recycle My Cell challenge brought to you by ENV 
120 students.  
 Have you ever wondered what permaculture is 
all about? Join us for Leah Johnson's presentation on 
her completion of a Permaculture Design Certificate 
in Cuba on Wednesday, October 23 at 7pm in L2-
102.  
 More information on SAW may be found on 
the Office of Sustainability's web page, and all inquir-
ies may be directed to kerstyn@ualberta.ca. We look 
forward to seeing you at these events! 
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Contact: Petra Cegielny or Leah Johnson  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Tel. 780.679.1562 or 780.608.0063  

Email: spiritoftheland1@gmail.com  Web: spiritoftheland.ca 

 

SPIRIT OF THE LAND 

-BUILDING A COMMUNITRY LAND ETHIC- 

 

Augustana Campus- University of Alberta will host a conference in Camrose on 

November 1 and 2 to foster dialogue around spiritual connection to land and 

place. Co-sponsored by the Chester Ronning Centre, the U of A- Augustana Cam-

pus, and the Aboriginal Student Office, the conference follows its predecessor, 

“Responsibility for the Land- Conversations on Fracking in Alberta,” which was 

held in the Fall of 2012, and organized by a group of dedicated students con-

cerned about the political and ecological issues of hydraulic fracturing. 

 

This year, we hope to deepen our scope to include the spiritual dimensions of our 

ecological challenges. Alongside a host of newcomers, last year’s conference or-

ganizers will collaborate with First Nations leaders, farmers, scholars, and ecolo-

gists t create an open floor for Albertans hoping to foster a deeper connection to 

land and community. Guiding the conference is a belief in collaboration, under-

standing, and above all the cultivation of relationships and community, with com-

munity including both the people and the land that supports and nourishes us.  

 

The conference will feature Sylvia McAdam, one of the founders of Idle No 

More, and Janice Makokis, a First Nations scholar in Alberta. We will also hear 

from Dr. Roger Epp, former Dean of Augustana and current Political Science pro-

fessor at the University of Alberta, Lorne Fitch, award winning conservation bi-

ologist, and Chris Turner, bestselling Canadian author of “A Geography of Hope.” 

The conference will also host a panel of young and seasoned farmers including 

Takota Coen, Don Ruzicka, and Brenda Barritt, who will share their land ethic in 

practice. Round table discussions will be an important part of the conference and 

will encourage all participants to further the conversation and envision how we 

might collectively create a community land ethic. 

 

All who are interested in the conference are welcome to join us on November 1 in 

the evening and all day on Saturday the 2nd and to take part and contribute their 

voices to the conversation. Whether or not you are able to attend, please register 

or connect with us on our website (spiritoftheland.ca) which has many Augustana 

students, community members, and others sharing their thoughts on connection to 

place, community, and spirituality. 

 

The Spirit of the Land Team 

Camrose, AB  

[Continued from page 5 . . . ] 
  

Most students were 
able to achieve a moment of 
clarity and find a solution to 
the problems themselves, a 
tool which will help them on 
future assignments. 

ESL students are 
highly encouraged by both the 
International Club and the 
Writing Center to seek out the 
services of either a one-on-one 
tutoring session or by dropping 
by an ESL Lunch for free cup-
cakes and to chat about writing 

assignments. Tutors are always 
ready and willing to help in all 
stages of the writing process. It 
is easy to either schedule an 
appointment or to visit during 
the Writing Center’s drop in 
hours, which are posted on 
their door in the library.  

The Center is more 
than just a way to have assign-
ments edited- it hopes to give 
students the tools and the con-
fidence they need to develop 
an effective writing style of 
their own.  

Several students will 
embark on a personal and aca-
demic adventure of a lifetime 
when they travel to India in 
June 2014. 

Economics professor 
Dr. Varghese Manaloor and 
Religious Studies professor Dr. 
Jack Waschenfelder will take a 
group of students to India for 
the seventh time in their ca-
reers. The India tour takes 
place every other year. The 
tour is comprised of a class and 
a tour component, equalling 
six credits.  

M a n a l o o r  a n d 
Waschenfelder have designed 
the tour to be a joint program 
between Economics and Reli-
gious Studies. Students can 
take the course as either listing 
and do research on whichever 
listing they have chosen. 

Some may consider an 
Economics/Religious Studies 
course to be an odd combina-
tion, but Waschenfelder thinks 
otherwise, 

“You see religion in 
politics all the time [and] India 
is saturated with religion.” 

Approximately fifteen 
students go on the tour and 
this year the class is already 
full. The tour is generally com-
prised of senior students. Only 
two first year students have 
gone on the trip in the past, 
including GDS major Carolina 
Malloy (currently in her third 
year). Malloy is now going on 
the India tour for her second 
time. 

The cost of the tour 
runs close to $5000, which 
includes accommodation, air-
fare, and the Mandatory In-
structional Support Fee 
(tuition). It is strongly advised 
that students consider bring-
ing  extra spending money for 

events, keepsakes, and other 
miscellaneous costs. 
 The climate and culture 
are vastly different from North 
America. Students must be 
immunized for malaria and be 
prepared for the hot weather. 
When packing clothing, Malloy 
recommends that students 
take into consideration the 
cultural discrepancies; Indian 
style of dress is far more con-
servative than that of North 
America. 

During the Winter 
2014 term students will attend 
AUREL 260/AUECO 252 once a 
week to prepare for the tour. 
They will each write a research 
paper pertaining to some as-
pect of India and religion/
economics and give a presen-
tation on the topic. In June 
2014 the group will depart for 
India. While they are on tour, 
students will keep a travel 
journal of their experiences. 
Upon return a final summary 
essay will be written reflecting 
on the experience.   

While the group is 
travelling Manaloor and 
Waschenfelder make sure to 
have daily “debriefing” ses-
sions to check in on how the 
students are doing. This in-
cludes not only their physical 
wellness, but also mental well-
ness and how the dynamic of 
the group is working out. 

The group visits differ-
ent landmarks and cities year 
to year, depending on the re-
search interests of the group. 
Malloy, who wrote about the 
effects of leprosy, was not able 
to experience any of her mate-
rial firsthand, but enjoyed the 
tour immensely, saying, 
“Everyone goes looking for a 
different thing . . . you’ll fall in 
love with the country.” 

India 2014 Promises Exploration and 
Self Discovery Robyn Sheremeta DAG EDIITOR 

 

What grinds your gears? 

 You know what really 
grinds my gears? People who 
stand in front of the café coffee 
jug and spend 2 minutes or more 
creating the perfect balance of 
milk and sugar. There are people 
behind you! Go do your chemis-
try wannabe shit away from the 
nectar of the gods. I’ve got places 
to be. Besides you shouldn’t be 
putting all that crap into a per-
fectly good black coffee. Too 
strong for you? Go drink some 
tea.   

 What grinds my gears is when people can’t 
take a hint. If I don’t answer your ten phone calls in 
a row, ignore your Facebook messages, and make 
an effort to avoid you in the halls, kindly f*$% off 
and brush up on your self-awareness.  

 People who chew really loudly, or chew 
with their mouths open. 

Augustana Campus Garden Awareness Week– Schedule of Events 
 

Tuesday:   -Soup Supper Awareness. Come to Soup Supper at 5:00pm in the Chapel 

Wednesday:  -Forum flowers and gardening. Join us in the forum at 12:00pm 

Thursday:  -Origami. Located in the Forum at 12:15pm.  

   -3x3 Basketball Tournament. $20 per team (1 alternate allowed). Registration at  
     9:00pm in the gym. Games start at 9:30pm  
 

Don’t forget to put your spare change in our Change for Sustainable Change jars located at the 
Café, Library, and in the Dean’s Office!  



The band Sharks! On 
Fire! is situated out of Vancou-
ver, BC, and consists of Shel-
don Stenning (vocals & synth), 
Dan Hum (vocals & guitar), 
Evan Follweiter (bass), and 
Bryan Michael (drums & 
backup vocals). Their most re-
cent CD, From Birth to Bad 
Grades, was released January 
2013, and showcases nine 
songs. The last few songs, ti-
tled Act I: Cigarettes for 
Money, Act II: Things Will Get 
Better Man, and Act III: Trust 
Your Feeling, go together to 
tell one story over the course 
of three songs. 

As a first time listener, 
this is not the type of music 
that I tune in to. It is certainly 
very different from the grow-
ing trends of pop and rap mu-

sic in our society. I would rec-
ommend this album to people 
who are interested in and like 
to listen to the pop-punk 
genre. If you do not like that 
style of music, however, I don’t 
think that you will enjoy From 
Birth to Bad Grades. 

I like the overall per-
sonal style of the design of the 
CD cover. Using a font that 
looks like someone’s handwrit-
ing rather than a professional 
font makes the inside cover 
seem more like a letter written 
to their fans than a description 
of the CD. I am keen on the 
fact that they included some of 
their story in the preface, so 
that the listener can learn a 
little something about them. 
They seem to be humble about 
their work, and not only play-

ing for money, like some popu-
lar artists nowadays. The song 
lyrics are included on the inside 
of the cover, which is some-
thing that I really appreciate. 
This makes it a lot easier to 
find certain words and phrases 
that you do not know, rather 
than having to look them up on 
the internet. 

On the downside, it is 
very hard to read the lyrics. 
The writing is not only a bit 
messy, but is extremely small. 
Only people with good eyes are 
able to read it, and even then it 
does cause some trouble. I 
don’t mind the messiness of it 
as much, as I believe it high-
lights the personal connection, 
but I would have liked it if they 
had made the writing larger. 
They could have taken some 
space away from the picture of 
their band and used it for more 
writing space, if needed. 

From Birth to Bad 
Grades starts off with a quick, 
upbeat track called “Every Day, 
The Same Dream.” The first 
song sends a positive message 
about never quitting or giving 
up your dreams. In fact, the 
whole CD sends a very positive 
message, based on the per-
sonal experience of the band 
members, and about getting 
through the hard times that life 
throws at you. All of the songs 

have a lot of energy put into 
them, and are very upbeat and 
quick to get your toe tapping. 
As well, they show a great deal 
of emotion. 

When first listening to 
their work, I was really drawn 
to the instrumentalists. The 
drummer and the guitarists are 
very talented at what they do, 
and they bring the essential 
energy to the songs. I was not 
as much a fan of the actual 
vocals, however. This is mostly 
in part because I found it very 
hard to hear the words, as the 
lyrics sometimes seem to be 
dominated by screaming. 

When you do look at 
the lyrics however, you will see 
that there are some very 
meaningful phrases. For exam-
ple, in the fifth track, titled 
“Shy Guy in the 90s,” one of 
the lines says, “The strength of 
your voice isn’t something you 
know”. I really like this line 
because it tells people, in a 
roundabout way, that they can 
use their voices to change 
things in the world. 

On the other hand, 
however, some of the bands 
lyrics are very confusing, and I 
don’t see how they fit into the 
songs. Also, many of the titles 
seem to have nothing to do 
with the songs. The second 
song is titled You Make me 

Touch Your Hands for Stupid 
Reasons. I can see nothing in 
the lyrics that relates to the 
title. There are a few titles that 
I couldn’t connect to the lyrics. 
 This album will appeal 
to a certain crowd of music 
lovers. Unless you are already 
into the pop-punk genre, it will 
probably not be an album that 
you care to listen to. Unfortu-
nately it didn’t appeal to me. 
But that didn’t stop me from 
appreciating the great instru-
mental talent that Sharks! On 
Fire! has. You don’t have to like 
the style of music to admire 
the composition of the music. I 
would recommend that you 
give this a chance. You might 
just find your new style. But if 
you already know that pop-
punk is not for you, than nei-
ther is this CD.  
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OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2013 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

13 14 
Thanksgiving– no 
classes 

15 
Mayoral Forum 

16 
 

17 
Spirit Day 
SCORE! 
Recital: Tardif and 
Admiral 
Women’s basketball 
tournament 

18 
Preview Day 
Renee Ward research 
presentation 
Women’s basketball 
tournament 
Athletics preview day 

19 
Women’s basketball 
tournament 

20 
 

21 
Dagligtale submission 
deadline 
Sustainability Aware-
ness Week 
ASA AGM 

22 
Sustainability Aware-
ness Week 
 

23 
Sustainability Aware-
ness Week 

24 
Fall break– no classes 

25 
Fall break– no classes 
Volleyball vs. OC 

26 
Outdoor Triathlon 
Hockey vs. GMU 
RCR: HATAM 
 

27 
 

28 29 
Humans vs. Zombies 
Progress Colloquium: 
Audet and Haave 
Town hall budget 
meeting 

30 
Humans vs. Zombies 
Hockey vs. NAIT 
RCR: Delhi 2 Dublin 

31 
Halloween 
Academic/leadership 
scholarship deadline 
Humans vs. Zombies 
Tricks for Eats 

November 1 
Spirit of the Land 
Volleyball vs. CUCA 

2 
Spirit of the Land 
Curling vs. Lakeland 
Basketball vs. CUCA 

3 4 
Dagligtale submission 
deadline 

5 6 7 8 
Basketball vs. Kings 

9 

10 11 
Remembrance Day– 
no classes 

12 13 14 15 
Volleyball vs. 
Lethbridge 

16 
Volleyball vs. 
Lethbridge 
Basketball vs. NAIT 
Hockey vs. PC 
RCR: Bill Durst 
 

Soup Supper: Tuesdays 5-6 Chapel: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 10-10:20 

Sharks! On Fire! Lee Metrunec DAG WRITER 

PROS: 
+ Very good instrumentalists 

+ Fast, upbeat, and positive 
music 

+ Personal touch  
CONS: 
- Hard to read writing 

- Hard to hear some lyrics 

- Will not appeal to those who 
don’t like po-punk 

  
RATING 
6.5/10 

Dan Hum, Sheldon Stenning, Evan Follweiter, Bryan Michael of Sharks! Of Fire! 


