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O-Team volunteers welcome new students to Campus on Sunday, September 1. PHOTO: Augustana Students’ Association

A New Direction for The Dag
Hello, Augustana! If
you’re new to campus, welcome! If you’re returning to
campus after a summer of
glorious relaxation (or not),
welcome back! We’re so excited for the 2013-14 year that
we’ve released the first issue
of The Dagligtale earlier than
usual.
September heralds a
fresh start for students and
professors, and things are no
different here in the Dag office. Although we sadly bid
farewell to former editor Kelly
Milne, we welcome Ian Anderson, who will join Robyn
Sheremeta in running the Dag.
We made some big
changes last year that turned
out to be very successful. In

Winter 2013 we transitioned
from a monthly paper to biweekly in order to report relevant news to you more often.
We also added a calendar to
the back page, which proved
to be very popular.
To make the Dag even
more accessible we began
publishing the Dag online via
issuu.com. Check it out at issuu.com/dagligtalenews.
Although we received
plenty of submissions from
campus organizations and
clubs last year, we sorely
missed receiving letters to the
editor. If you have a bone to
pick with us, or just want your
voice to be heard, don’t hesitate to send us an op-ed
piece.

This year we plan to
continue publishing twice a
month, but we’re upping the
ante by bringing you an eight
page paper instead of four!
That means we have space to
hire more writers and accept
more ads and submissions.
In the next few weeks
keep an eye out for special
Dagligtale newsstands on
campus. In order to make
campus news more accessible
to you we’re planting stands
in high traffic areas so you can
always find an issue of the
Dag. We’ll also still be distributing the Dag to small offices
on campus and publishing
online.
If you’re interested in
becoming a writer for the Dag,

pick up your application at the
ASA office and submit it by
Friday, September 13. We’re
hiring writers for sports, arts &
culture, politics, and will gladly
hire writers who consider
themselves jacks of all trades.
The Dag exists to
enlighten and entertain you,
Augustana, so don’t be afraid
to let your voice be heard.
Email us, call us, stop by the
office or send us smoke signals; we want to create discourse among students, staff,
and faculty and we rely on
your opinions to thrive.
Here’s to another year
of successful campus journalism. Happy reading!
- Ian and Robyn

ASA Unveils New Website Robyn Sheremeta DAG EDITOR
Early last week the Augustana Students’ Association
website went live, albeit quietly and without too much of
a fuss. The ASA website is predominantly run and maintained by Natasha Gacek, VP
Communication.
The site, located at
augustan a.su.ualb erta.ca,
boasts an events calendar,
student services information,
governance information, club
descriptions, and much more.
There is a page that will
document future council
meeting minutes, as well as a
copy of the Students’ Association policies handbook. In the
future there will be the inclusion of an “Embarrass Council”
page, which will surely gener-

780.679.1542

ate website views.
The move to a separate ASA website, rather than
a page on the Augustana website is a welcome change to
both the ASA and students
alike. Campus clubs now have
a platform to advertise their
events and news, which, according to Geordie Nelson of
Earthwise, is incredibly convenient, especially because it
has been difficult to promote
clubs in the past via word of
mouth. The ASA is currently
working on a system that will
allow clubs to log in with their
own accounts and update
their pages when desired.
Many students are
praising the simplicity of the
new website’s layout.

asadag@ualberta.ca

“I found it really difficult to get information on the
Augustana website before
because there were so many
links all over the place and
they were all nested within
each other. The ASA site is a
lot more straightforward,”
remarked Hannah Falk after
viewing the website for the
first time.
Although the website
has a lot to offer to students,
it is apparent that there are
some kinks to be worked out,
and blank spaces to be filled.
As of September 5, stock photos and dead links still remain
throughout the site.
A student said in
regards to the Student Services page, “I like the idea for

Find us on Facebook and Twitter

the off-campus info page but
[it] could be beefed up to provide more than just housing
options, e.g. comparing grocery store prices, gas station
locations, job listings.”
An ASA website has
been in the works since September 2011, and after being
shelved several times due to
personnel changeover the
2013-14 council members
finally started adding content
to the website in May. It officially went live on Friday, August 30.
After the success of
the ASA’s Facebook and Twitter pages, a website is the
obvious next step in bringing
news of campus governance
to students.

Editors: Ian Anderson & Robyn Sheremeta
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Welcome to U Immerses New Students in Augustana Culture Ian Anderson DAG EDITOR
Welcome to U is an Augustana tradition—two weeks
filled with activities to ease
new students into university
life before the grind of classes
sets in. By the time you read
this article half of the events
will be over., so you should
have a good idea of what’s
been happening.
Here’s a
quick recap.
Sunday: Move in day.
Doesn’t it seem like a while ago
with everything that’s been
going on? Remember those
weird people in green shirts
that stole everything out of
your car while you were dying
of embarrassment in front of
your parents? That was the OTeam (Orientation Team), run
by the Augustana Students’
Association. It had more than
60 volunteers consisting of
senior students, staff and faculty. O-Team was started to
show new students that Augustana is a friendly and welcoming environment that cares
about the individual.
The hero of the day was
Ryan O’Donoghue, who moved
in more than 30 fridges! When
asked why he volunteered
Ryan said, “I had nothing better to do and I appreciated
people moving me in [in my
first year]. Oh, and you get a
free T-shirt and food too!” So if
you see someone sporting that
green shirt make sure to say
thanks for helping you out.
Maybe even think about joining O-Team next September.
Monday started with an
outdoor pancake brunch in
front of the first year dorm.
After, the activity moved to
Jubilee Park and the Dean
kicked things off by being first
down the Slip n’ Slide by the ski
hill.

In the evening a number
of new students brought bananas and had free ice cream
from the ASA for Sundae Monday in the basement of the
forum. The ASA outlined what
was to come for the year, their
goals, and [what they do for
students].
Tuesday brought with it
neon bowling. As usual many
first years trucked off across
the railroad tracks on an enthralling adventure to Tabb
Lanes bowling alley. Each floor
came dressed as a different
theme for the event, with the
1st floor as hicks, 2nd floor as
nerds, and 3rd as Caribbean
cruise-goers.
Wednesday was the
first day of classes and the
busiest the cafeteria will ever
be in the morning. Returning
students started registering
and everyone started to fall
into routine.
The Chaplaincy had a
café in the forum in the morning, where multiple different
coffees and drinks were available including Italian sodas
(carbonated water and flavoring). The Tour of Alberta bike
race passed through Camrose
in the late afternoon and live
music was performed by the
Camrose and Area Children’s
Choir and Camrose Camerata,
both directed by Augustana
voice professor Joy-Anne Murphy. The first exhibition hockey
game was held in the evening
between the Augustana Vikings
and the North Campus Golden
Bears. [The game went to the
Bears, 5-1].
Thursday saw a Blast to
the Past with tie-dying in the
quad, sponsored by the Cam-

pus Chaplaincy. In previous
years students have tie-dyed
everything from t-shirts to bed
sheets. The evening held another exhibition game between
the Augustana Vikings and Battleford North Stars. (This article
was written before the game,
but my magical crystal ball says
the Vikings won.)
Friday, the Campus Fair
was held in the forum. Students had the opportunity to
meet and chat with their professors in a casual environment
about courses, degrees and
careers.
To kick off the weekend
the ASA held its annual First
Class Bash for all Augustana
students at the Norsemen Inn
from 10pm-2am. Students enjoyed an evening of dancing,
meeting new friends, reacquainting with old friends and
consuming beverages [nonalcoholic, of course]. The traffic
light theme encouraged students to mingle and meet new
people by having people in a
relationship wear red, those on
the
fence/”double-dipping”
wear yellow, and singles wear
green. Check out the photos
from the Bash on the ASA Facebook page.
The Weekend: Let’s be
honest, all that happened was
sleeping in, laundry, recovering
from the Bash and maybe a trip
to McDonalds and Wal-Mart.
Hopefully everyone settled in
their accommodations on or
off campus.
Here we are at Monday
the 9th and the events for today are Human Foosball and
Campfire in the Quad. Human
Foosball is at 6pm on the ath-

Dude, Where’s My Class? Robyn Sheremeta DAG EDITOR
On students’ first few
days back at Augustana, many
of them were left slightly confused by the new locations of
some of their classes.
New classrooms such as
HBH 1 10 and LIB 2 103 have
been added in the last month
in order to account for the
renovations being done on
Founder’s Hall (or as it is affectionately called: Old Main).
“HBH,” an acronym
for Heather Brae Hall, is a temporary building located between Hoyme and the Facilities
and Operations building. The
hall is named after the now
nonexistent Heather Brae Hotel, which housed some of the
first classes at Augustana in
1911, when it was still known
as Camrose Lutheran College.
Rooms labelled “LIB
2” are on the second floor of
the library and can be accessed
by taking the “stairs to no-

where” in the entrance of the
library.
The renovations that
are about to take place on Old
Main are extensive. After the
overhaul the building will feature hardboard siding, elevator
access, and new insulation,
windows and entrances.
The renovations are
expected to cost around $4
million, but should ensure that
the iconic building lasts for
another century. Old Main is
an important part of Augustana’s history; it was built in
1912 and was designed by the
school’s first principal.
Old Main formerly
housed offices and classrooms,
but as of August 19 everyone
formerly residing in the building has been relocated. Many
professors have been moved
to Heather Brae Hall, while
others are scattered throughout Hoyme, Faith and Life, and

administration offices in the
Office of the Dean.
Until construction is
completed both students and
staff should be comfortable in
Heather Brae Hall. The building
has an excellent air conditioning and heating system, unlike
pre-reno Old Main, and is very
spacious.
For the most part,
professors in Heather Brae Hall
are happy with their new offices. There have been mutterings around campus that the
building is being referred to as
“Sunnyvale Trailer Park,” but
philosophy professor Phil
Merklinger is impressed:
“I love my new office.
It is a reasonable size, the
space is nicely distributed,
there is plenty of filing space,
ample bookshelves, and the
view is not only nice, it is wonderful [...] I look south over the
ravine/valley - a great view.”

letic field by the Faith and Life
entrance. Students are the
foosball people and the field is
the table. The event always
generates great enthusiasm.
Later at 8pm, the Chaplaincy
welcomes everyone to a campfire in the Quad where singing
and refreshments are available.
Tuesday: Deemed by
the students as one of the
most popular events on Campus, Bigger and Better is sponsored by the Campus Chaplaincy. Need a new chair? No
problem. Couch? Check. Picture of a sail boat? Well,
maybe. Bigger and Better is an
activity where teams start out
with a paperclip and go door to
door around Camrose trying to
trade the paperclip for something “bigger or better”. Teams
will have one and a half hours
to get the best thing(s) possible
from the area of town to which
they are designated. Previous
years have seen couches,
chairs, rugs, lamps, paintings
(sail boat), and even TVs. Everyone who attends always has
a great time., so come on your
own, grab your new friend next
door, get the gang from your
dinner table – just get to the
Faith and Life Lounge by 6pm!
Wednesday: The other
big event this week is Mission
Impossible, planned by the
ASA. Registration starts at 8pm
and the Mission starts at 9pm
in the Quad. All are welcome ,
and teams of 4-6 people will be
formed at the start of the
game. The objective for the
groups is to get their cards (1
per team) stamped at top secret locations around campus,
return to the starting point and
do it again. The team with the
most stamped cards wins.

Sounds easy right? The trick is
that you have to avoid being
caught by the snipers (people
with flashlights), who will take
your card and make you start
again. Wings night is cancelled!
Mission Impossible is a go!!
Thursday: The last
(“fun”) activity for Welcome to
U is the Community BBQ. The
residents of 49th street have an
annual BBQ for the students of
Augustana this Friday (12th)
from 5:00-6:30pm. To get
there walk down the main entrance of the university and
keep going straight; just follow
the crowd. Grab a burger, a
pop and chat with the members of the community – our
neighbors. They are very interested in the students and happenings at Augustana. Oh, and
it is FREE.
Saturday: The very last
activity is the learning strategies workshop from 9am-4pm
and will be located in H090.
The facilitator, Marian Garner,
goes through study strategies,
time
management,
notetaking, and much more for a
fee of $100. Preregistration
and prepayment are required
by Friday afternoon at the latest. See Student Services upstairs in the Faith and Life Centre for payment or more details.
If you have made it this
far, you know what is happening and will have a leg up on
everyone else. Make sure to
thank the Augustana Students’
Association, Campus Chaplaincy and Student Services for
all the events they have sponsored to make these first few
weeks a great start to this
year!
TL;DR: Go to events, make
some friends, have fun.

The library classrooms
are also receiving positive reviews after being unveiled in
late August. Students are impressed by how spacious the
rooms are and professors are
happy with all of the whiteboards and new technology.
The library’s shortened hours
during the first week left some
students waiting outside before class and a few classes
were relocated altogether that

week. As of September 9 normal hours will be in place and
classes will move back.
Head librarian Nancy
Goebel endured the dust and
din of construction for four
solid months. She expressed
that the crew was great and
worked around all of their
needs. If Old Main construction
is at all like that of the library,
business will surely resume as
usual.
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Fight First-Year Fear With the Help of The Dagligtale Robyn Sheremeta DAG EDITOR
Let’s face it- every media source that caters to the 18
-25 year old crowd is bound to
publish a “Tips for First Years,”
a “Get the Most out of Your
Uni Experience,” or a “How to
Avoid the Freshman 15” story.
The Dagligtale is no different;
we’ve compiled some handy
tips for you, but most of them
are Augustana-specific, which
we hope will help you on your
way to becoming a confident,
content student on campus.
We want you to get the
most out of your university
experience, but we also want
you to understand how and
why you should optimize your
university experience. Not only
are you, as a University of Alberta Student, getting a degree
with a well-known and reputable name on it, you’re also getting a degree from a campus
that is unlike many others.
At Augustana you are
given the opportunity to truly
connect with your professors
and peers because the campus
is small. Rather than being absorbed in personal research
and employing a T.A. to grade
papers, your professors are
here to enlighten and encourage you; you live in a friendly
community that has a strong
relationship with the university, and your liberal arts degree will teach you to think
outside the box and understand the value of a wellrounded, varied education.
Without further ado,
here are a few ways to get the
most out of Augustana:

In the classroom:
-Connect with your
profs. This doesn’t mean you
have to incessantly email them,
show up at all their office
hours, or bribe them with
sweets; instead, try saying
hello in the hallway, or asking
them about some of the other
courses they teach. It’s easy to
remember faces on campus
with a population of less than
1200, so take advantage of
that; you never know when
knowing someone will come in
handy.
-Go to class. Just go.
Seriously. Look at it this way:
you’re paying $526.92 for a
typical 3-credit lecture course.
Divide that by the number of
scheduled classes per semester. That’s how much it costs
you each time you skip class.
Truancy may be easier to get
away with in university, but all
you’re doing is flushing money
and valuable information down
the drain.
-Just because your paper isn’t due for three weeks
doesn’t mean you can’t start
working on it! You may not
need to start writing, but you
should have at least a solid
outline of what you’re writing
about. If you’re placing holds
on books in the library, they
may not arrive for days or
weeks. Don’t risk missing out
on helpful sources of information because you were procrastinating.
-Make good use of the
services provided to you. These
services exist to make your

university life easier, so why
not use them? Augustana has a
beautiful new library, a writing
centre, compassionate personal counsellors, a dedicated
Students’ Association, TLS and
many other services. There is
no shame and no stigma behind getting help when you
need it.
In residence:
-Enjoy the cafeteria and
its food, but educate yourself
on what actually constitutes a
healthy meal: don’t drink the
soda every day. Take advantage of the salad bar. Do not
take one scoop of everything
simply because it’s there. The
freshman fifteen is real.
-Figure out the peak
times in the cafeteria, and
avoid them if possible. Dinner
starts at five, and if you wait
just an extra half hour, you can
eat in a moderately quiet cafeteria with a shorter line. The
same thing goes for bathrooms
in the first-year complex: try
showering at night if you like to
take your time, or if you just
want to avoid the rush.
-Just because you share
a room with someone doesn’t
mean they have to become
your best friend. There’s nothing wrong with bonding with
your roommate, but sometimes you’ll need some space
from the person who sleeps in
the same room as you. Make
sure you get to know your
neighbours and branch out a
bit. Try organizing outings that
involve your entire floor!

-On that note: don’t be
afraid to set down simple
ground rules with your roommate. It’s good to have routines and structures, and sometimes it’s good to be able to
relax your room without distraction from guests. Some
other examples include sharing
snacks and items, personal
space boundaries, and designated “roommate only” time.
In your free time:
-Join a club and/or go to
events. Just do it. You’ll meet
people with similar interests
and if you’re really not that
into it, you don’t have to stick
around. There are many clubs
and organizations on campus
to get involved with (like the
Dag!), so don’t wait until your
third or fourth year to discover
what truly interests you.
-Don’t be afraid to
break social barriers: chat with
the guy wearing the cool backpack, the older student in your
German class, or even the
friendly staff working around
campus. We’re not in high
school anymore. It’s socially
acceptable, and extremely useful to talk to whoever the hell
you want. We promise. Cool
doesn’t exist in university.
-Set a budget and know
which bars and restaurants
offer the best deals. In your
first year you’ll probably end
up going out frequently with
your new friends, but that can
get costly. Set a limit for numbers of nights out per week, or
give yourself an allowance. We
know that eating out is hard to

resist so always ask establishments if they offer student
discounts. Domino’s offers a
50% discount to students, and
the ASA gave you a handy coupon book, where a lot of them
can be used more than once!
-If you’re strapped for
cash, don’t forget that there
are several opportunities for
employment on campus. You’ll
forge connections with staff
and faculty because you’ll see
them frequently, and you
won’t have to waste gas
money on driving to work. Several departments employ students such as the bookstore,
library, cafe, cafeteria, Facilities and Operations, Vikes
Crew, and The Dagligtale (no
way!).
Conclusion:
Have fun. Your university years will (hopefully) be
some of the best years of your
lives because you’ll be introduced to new people, places,
and concepts. The best part
about Augustana is that it has a
lot to offer, but not so much
that you feel lost. You can
branch out and try different
things and you never feel like
you’re missing out because
you’ll always know someone on
campus who can point you in
the right direction. Now go out
and enjoy your first year at
Augustana!

Syria: What’s the Situation?
Lyndon Stanzell SUBMISSION
The Basics:
Syria has been in a state
of civil war for approximately
two years, following protests
which began in March of 2011
as part of the broader Arab
Spring.
The Syrian military was deployed to quell the protests,
which, after weeks of military
crackdown, morphed into
armed revolt. Over 100,000
people have since been killed
in the conflict and over six million have been displaced. International governments and assemblies are now mulling over
a potential response to the
alleged use of chemical weapons by the Syrian government
led by Bashar al-Assad.
On August 21st of this
year, a chemical weapons attack supposedly took place
which, according to the U.S.
government, killed approximately 1,400 people and was
committed by the Syrian
Armed Forces. The Syrian government has denied the accusation, asserting that the attack was carried out by the
Syrian rebels in an attempt to

justify foreign intervention in
the conflict.
The United States, primarily along with Britain and
France, indicated that they
were ready to take military
action against the Assad Regime in response to the use of
chemical weapons, which is
prohibited according to international law. Previously, the
use of chemical agents in combat was established as the “red
-line” by U.S. President Barack
Obama, thereafter justifying
the use of American military
force in the civil war.
However, international
support for military action
seemed to falter after the British Parliament voted down
Prime Minister David Cameron’s motion to lend military
support against Syrian government forces. Despite this,
French President Francois Hollande has indicated that France
is still willing to participate in a
military operation without British support.
Meanwhile, the U.S.
President has since decided to
take the issue to Congress
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PHOTO: geographicalimaginations.com

where a vote will take place
this week. Already, the president has the support of some
key figures in the opposition
party. Mr. Obama has already
made it clear that he only
wishes to “send a message” to
Assad’s forces, not necessarily
change the balance of the war,
but simply make it known that
the use of chemical weapons

will not be tolerated. Details as
to what the endgame of the
proposed military action would
be have been left in ambiguity.
The United Nations has
recently stated that the use of
military force is only legal if
executed in self-defense or
with the approval of the U.N.
security council, which is
unlikely. The Canadian Govern-

ment has stated that there are
currently no plans for our military forces to take part in a
U.S. led operation; however,
Prime Minister Stephen Harper
has said that we support our
other allies as they contemplate a course of action regarding the use of chemical agents
in Syria.
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SEPTEMBER 2013
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1
Residences open
Campus tours
Residence floor
meetings

2
LABOUR DAY
Pancake breakfast
Blaze a Trail
Dodgeball tournament
Monday Sundae

3
Bell ringing ceremony
New student conference
First year bowling

8
Vikings golf tournament

9
First year department
meetings
Aboriginal student
orientation
Human Foosball
Campfire in the quad

15

4
First day of classes
Chaplains’ café
Library tours
Tour of Alberta
Hockey vs. U of A

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5
Tie-dyeing and treats
Hockey vs. Battleford

6
7
Opening worship ser- Men’s basketball tryvice
outs
Campus fair
First Class Bash

10
11
International student Mission Impossible
flag raising
Bigger & Better

12
Community BBQ

13
Dag applications due

14
Learning strategies
workshop

16
Club fair
ASA candidates’
forum

17
Add/drop deadline
Deadline to opt-out
of health insurance

18
ASA elections
Hockey vs. NAIT

19
ASA elections
Women’s basketball
tournament

20
Women’s basketball
tournament

21
Lederskap
Women’s basketball
tournament

22

23

24
McDash

25
Hockey– HOME
OPENER vs. RDC

26

27
28
Club applications due Men’s volleyball
tounament

29

30
Tuition payment
deadline

1

2

3
Withdrawal deadline

4
Hockey vs. BC

5
Hockey vs. BC

Soup Supper: Tuesdays 5-6 Chapel: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 10-10:20

This Day in History: September 9, 1939

Photos From Welcome to U...

Ryan O’Donoghue SUBMISSION
On
September
9,
1939 ,the debate of whether
Canada should enter the war
against Germany came to an
end and resulted in a declaration of war. This declaration
was necessary because earlier
in the month Germany had
begun their march across the
continent and showed no sign
of stopping. War was declared
despite major resistance by the
opposing Liberal party. Despite
this reluctance, however, Canada saw close to 10% of its
population join the military in
some way and proved to be
some of the most effective
soldiers in the war despite the
fact that they began the war
with outdated weaponry and

an extremely small standing
army.
Unlike some countries,
which chose to take an aggressive stance against Germany
and its axis brethren, Canada
chose to focus its efforts primarily on defence until they
had amassed enough of an
army to cross the Atlantic and
be effective in battles. This
meant that they used one half
of their army and three quarters of its air force to defend its
borders while it focused on
production. Canada’s production of war materials largely
went to Britain in the beginning stages of the war and later
to the United States after they
had joined the war.

Overseas
Canadians
were pivotal in some of the
battles, one of which being DDay. Though they sustained
heavy casualties in the first of
the attack, by the end of the
day the Canadian regiments
had penetrated deeper into
France than both the British
and Americans, despite landing
on one of the most heavily
fortified sections of the beach.
So Augustana, stand
tall and stand proud because
today marks a monumental
day in history when our great
country of Canada began its
part in the deadliest war ever.
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