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From October 26th to
28th, over 500 university students met as international
diplomats in Washington DC,
United States to participate in
National Model United Nations at the Osgoode Center
for International Studies. Sixteen of Augustana’s own students enrolled in AUPOL
248/348, under the supervision of Dr. Sandra Rein, participated in the international conference and came out with
brilliant results.
The students of the
Model
United
Nations/
International
Organizations
class began the course by being assigned countries and
committees. Augustana was
assigned to represent the Republic of Azerbaijan, a country
located in Western Asia and
Eastern Europe, and the Central American country of Costa
Rica. Each country consisted of
eight students, who formed
committees of General Assembly, International Atomic Energy Agency, Human Rights
Council, Security Council, and
World Health Organization.
Costa Rica had Robert
LaValley and Dave Mucz for
General Assembly, Naomi Finseth and Larenn Kebernik for
International Atomic Energy
Agency, Sara Gloeckler and
Sherri-Ann Stanford for World
Health Organization, and Kershia Naidoo and Jon Mucz for
the Human Rights Committee.

Azerbaijan’s General Assembly
had Megan Cookson and Thomas Hanson, the Security
Council had Jon Neufeld and
Calee Dufva, the International
Atomic Energy Agency had
Stacey Haugen and Dexter
MacCalder, and the World
Health Organization was made
up of Michelle Frank and
Talisa Chelick.
Each committee was
assigned three topics to research from the viewpoint of
their country. It was important
for students to “stay in character” and make the same decisions the country would make,
which meant thorough research on a variety of issues.
After the research, a position
paper had to be written and
submitted to Model United
Nations. As preparation for
the real deal, Dr. Rein covered
a different aspect of the conference in every class, the last
three classes of the course
being a simulation of Model
United Nations.
The conference began
with opening ceremonies on
Friday afternoon, and the Augustana team was soon put to
work. They were put through
preparations of rules and committees before they began the
sessions on Friday night that
focused on writing papers to
turn into problem-solving
resolutions. Saturday and
most of Sunday were filled
with
sessions.
Countries
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worked with each other in
informal caucus to form working papers and resolutions
with other countries and were
put on the Speakers’ List to
voice their ideas.
Naomi Finseth, who
represented Costa Rica’s International
Atomic
Energy
Agency, described the experience as “unlike anything she
has ever done before” but a
“true, first-hand experience at
diplomacy.” During her session, it took the representatives over two and a half hours
to decide the order of issues
to address before getting to
actually discuss them! On Sunday, voting began to pass or
fail resolutions. Throughout
the entire process, students
were playing the roles of Costa
Rica and Azerbaijan and made
decisions as those nations,
which proved to be difficult
for such a long period of time.
Once the stimulation began,
however, the students slipped
into their diplomatic characters and worked fabulously
under the simulation's rigorous rules and standards.
The students’ work
paid off during the awards
ceremony on the 28th. Azerbaijan won Distinguished Delegation and Costa Rica received
an
Honourable
Mention.
Among over eighty others,
Thomas Hanson and Megan
Cookson’s paper won Best
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Position Paper for General
Assembly.
Beyond victories, the
trip left the participating delegates with other lasting impressions. They got to interact
with five hundred students
from the United States,
Europe, and Asia and represent Canada. The students also
got to briefly tour the historic
District of Columbia. Hurricane
Sandy hit on Monday, though,
which meant all of the attractions were closed on the remaining days of the trip. The
delay meant that the diverse
group of students got to grow
even closer as a group and
reflect on the life-changing
experience they shared. Participant Calee Dufva would
recommend
the
AUPOL
248/348 class to anyone
[regardless of] their interest in
politics because the experience as a whole is so fun and
enriching. Finseth said that
although the experience made
her realize that diplomacy
probably isn’t in her future,
being a part of Model United
Nations taught her important
interpersonal skills and lessons
that will be useful whenever
she is working with a group.
For those interested
in being a part of the educational adventure that is Model
United Nations, the course will
be offered again in two years
in the fall term of 2014 with
Dr. Rein.
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Bah Humbug?

Why You Should Give This Christmas

Robyn Sheremeta DAG EDITOR

Kelly Milne DAG EDITOR

Let’s get this straight first: I
love Christmas. Or rather, I love the
idea of Christmas. What I don’t like is
the commercialism, the stress, and
the worries that come along with it.
Christmas should be a time when we
can listen to cheerful music and sing
while decorating the home, eating
delicious food with invisible calories,
sitting around a fireplace with loved
ones and conversing about anything
you like, because you can finally relax
after a long and stressful exam period.
Maybe that’s how Christmas is
for some people. Maybe there are
people who go through the holiday
season in a plastic, pine-scented bubble, and somehow manage to not
worry about the social implications
that are being placed on everyone and
everything during Christmastime.
Maybe I am just easily stressed out, or
worry too much about the little
things, like people’s feelings, or their
idea of social standing and likeability
during a time when this has to be
proven to the utmost extent with gifts
and well wishes.
Here is my biggest reservation
about Christmastime: gifts, and the
act of giving. From an agnostic perspective such as my own, Christmas
never was, and never will be about
the birth of Jesus Christ (although I
appreciate and understand that as
well). To me, Christmas is about enjoying the little things in life, and
showing your loved ones just how
much they are loved. Personally, I
don’t think such a thing should be a
spectacle, but rather, should be demonstrated regularly and reiterated
during the holidays to simply add to
the festive season.
But what is it about Christmas
that makes people think, “I owe it to
these people to give them something
that proves they are important to
me”, or on the flipside, “Our relationship is directly related to the amount
of thought or money you put into my

Christmas gift”? I am constantly baffled by the people who think that the
value of a friendship is determined by
the amount of presents lavished upon
them. If you choose Christmas to be
the one time of year that you need to
show someone you care about them,
then perhaps my stress over the
Christmas season is not unwarranted.
The funny thing is that many
people fret about Christmas gifts just
as much as I do. Have you ever gone
to a shopping mall on December 23rd?
If you haven’t, don’t do it. Just don’t.
However, I like to think that the people who frequent stores days before
Christmas are like me: they get so
worked up about giving people
“meaningful” and “perfect” gifts that
they physically cannot work up the
strength to haul their butts (Kelly told
me not to write “ass” ...oh. Oops) to a
Christmas Gift Emporium and simply
purchase something to placate their
peers.
All complaints aside, I love
giving gifts. More specifically, I love
making gifts. When people want
things, they buy them. We live in a
technologically advanced, greedy now
-society. When I give gifts, I give them
because I want to, and because I think
that the recipient of the gift genuinely
has a need or desire for whatever I am
giving them and will, in fact, be glad to
receive it. Do not let my position on
Christmas gift giving sway you from
lavishing your friends and loved ones
with pretty things; instead, let it be a
reminder that Christmas is not the
only time of the year when you could
be singing songs, indulging in sweets,
and of course, opening presents.

Christmastime is such a conundrum for students. We have paid for a
semester’s worth of rent, living expenses
and tuition, so we are more than happy
to receive the things we need from family and friends more affluent than us.
However, giving back to them is difficult.
No matter how cute your button-sockyarn snowman decorations are, chances
are your dad does not want another one.
Giving gifts recognizes that someone is important to you, and even sending a card or letter can be a great way to
reconnect. Certain red-heads may tell
you that you should recognize loved
ones throughout the year, and the measure of a relationship should not be in
“stuff” – I agree. However, spending that
precious resource of time is the key to
good gift giving: thinking about what
that person will like, saving up to buy it,
and opening it with them will indeed
give you a sense of fulfillment, and they
will appreciate it. [See October’s article
about budgeting time and money.]
Myself, I prefer receiving handmade art or time with gifters. Our world
has too much junk already! You may be
saying, “Kelly, I practically invented Pintrest, crafting is awesome”, but unfortunately I do not believe you on either
point. Where crafting should be left behind in junior high, pieces of art as gifts
are tasteful. Even if you are not a photographer, painter, or illustrator, there
are quality pieces you can make without
resorting to macaroni portraits. Framed
pictures, donations to charity, or supporting local aristans are all great options.
My other recommendation is
gift cards. My boyfriend believes they
are grossly impersonal, but they give the
giftee the opportunity to spend more
time with the gifter, and the power to
make aesthetic choices. Also, if you have
an individual on your list whose bra size
you don’t know, it’s better to choose a
La Senza gift card than insult them with
the wrong bra size! (Insert obligatory
nod to gift receipts here.)

Another problem is for whom to
buy. Survey says: Chinese gift exchange!
Draw names from a hat, or set a spending limit and making a night out of it! My
three older brothers are much more
financially stable than me, so last year I
drew names in order to save myself
money. Selfish, yet it enabled me to enjoy Christmas without worrying about
money.
If you have a large collection of
people to buy for even after pulling
names, I recommend downsizing to
stocking stuffers. This year, each man I
am buying for gets a Goodwill tie bought
on-sale during Hallowe’en discounts.
Disposable gifts are another
alternative – food especially. Find a
friend, bake together, eat some dough
together, cook and save some baking
and give it to more friends! One year, I
had a friend buy each person in our
group a foot-long chocolate bar. 8 people at $3 a bar = $24. Affordable, enjoyable, and makes for a good story: my
friend Mazi tore into hers and immediately broke two braces off. Unforgettably hilarious. You had to be there.
The ultimate gift is time. Every
year I watch It’s A Wonderful Life with
my gentleman friend. At least once in
December I do my best to fall face first
down a hill behind my friends with fibreglass strapped to my feet. Advent candle
-lighting with Mom has a beauty and
predictability which appeals to me. The
23rd I go drink with Mazi’s family; the
24th is church followed by chocolate fondue; the 25th is scripture, family phone
calls, mass text messages, brunch, board
and card games, and turkey dinner.
As adults, Christmas is less about
giving gifts and more about spending
time together. When I do receive a tangible gift, it is comforting to realize my
brothers, boyfriend, and friends really do
know my tastes and desires! Also, Christmas morning would involve a lot more
buffoonery if we didn’t have the important task of distributing gifts.

What do you think? Are Kelly and Robyn saying the same thing but in different ways? Are Christmas
gifts important or too stressful ? Tweet @DagligtaleNews #LetItOut.
ASA Volunteer Corps – Who Are They, and What Do They Do? Tia Lalani DAG WRITER
For those of you that
don’t know, the Augustana
Students’ Association has a
volunteer initiative that allows
students to be a part of the
ASA without actually being a
part of the ASA. The Augustana
Volunteer Corps (AVC) is a
body of students that assist
with and promote activities set
up by the ASA. I had the opportunity to chat with Carlo Martin, the president of the ASA,
and he gave me the low down
on the volunteer initiative that
he started just last year.

had, because they were doing
less in governance and were
more focused on helping out
[with] events, although they
weren’t on the awareness
committee. The AVC’s main
task is to advertise and talk to
people about [the] ASA’s upcoming events, and if they
wish, they can also help participate and set up these events.
Basically, we wanted them to
be on the forefront of making
people aware of the ASA.

TL: When did it start?
CM: It was officially approved
TL: What exactly are the ASA
by council last school year,
Volunteer Corps, and what
around February, and that’s
prompted this initiative?
when we started getting appliCM: The Volunteer Corps came cations. We interviewed peofrom the agendas and priorities ple, not to deny them, but just
committee, and its goal is to
to get to know the people that
tackle the issue that councilors applied. We didn’t really deny

anybody in the application
process.

TL: How often are the meetings?
CM: I try to meet with them at
least once a month. November
was extremely busy for the
ASA; we had something happening every week, so I didn’t
get the chance to meet [with
them], but we still did tell them
which activities were happening through November.

TL: Do you think that the program has been successful so
far?
TL: So you don’t need any kind
CM: It hasn’t met its expectaof qualifications?
tion quite yet, not that it’s the
CM: Just willingness to particiAVC’s fault. How it’s supposed
pate, and pro-activeness as a
to work, is that there are two
student. Though applying is
committees that do a lot of
already showing proevents: the activities commitactiveness.
tee, and the awareness committee. The activities commitTL: How many members are
tee do events for student life,
there now?
TL: So is that what you do in
which are about having fun,
CM: We started with a little
the meetings, let them know
and the awareness committee
less than 10, but after the club what’s happening?
do events about awareness,
fair we gathered 8 more appli- CM: Yes, I let them know
including things like the
cations, so we’re at 17 or 18
what’s happening and also ask Movember campaign, Wellness
members. It all depends bethem if they want to volunteer Week, and Remembrance Day.
cause some people don’t show to help. I mean, it’s a volunteer . The reason why the AVC’s
up to the meetings, but next
initiative, so if they really can’t potential isn’t properly taken
semester I want to get a head do it, we can’t do anything
advantage of is because the VP
count, and then I’ll have a final about it. We just provide the
Communications and VP Activinumber.
avenue for them to volunteer. ties (Student Life)
...continued page 7
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Hysterical Swearing Erin Sekulich DAG WRITER
What is a four-letter
word, ending in K that means
intercourse?
Talk.
What were you thinking?
I know what you were thinking.
“F%$#”, slut, “c*&^”,
vibrators, sex, and orgasms;
where did these things ever
come from? Their origins may
surprise you.
The F-word, C-word, and
the S-word. If you don’t know
what these are you may want
to Google them, or go back to
public school. They are all sexual, but why? Because society
deems anything that they are
uncomfortable to talk about as
vulgar and unspeakable.
People (at least those
that I have experienced) don’t
upon meeting someone say,
“Hi, how are you? Did you have
good or bad sex last night?” It
is taboo, unspoken of. Blood
was once an unspoken topic in
Britain. The now common
swear of “bloody” was deemed
as vulgar as the F-word prior to
the 1800s. However, now we
even see it come out of the
mouth of 12 year old Ron

Weasley from Harry Potter. As
society progressed they grew
out of this social implication.
“F%$#” has an interesting past. Many urban legends
have circulated that it once
stood for “For Unlawful Cardinal
Knowledge”,
or
“Fornication Under the Consent of the King”. The first was
placed over the stockades in
Britain if an unmarried or adulterating couple were found
fornicating. The later was said
to have been abbreviated to
the word that shall not be
named, and placed on a card
placed on the door of a couple
who had received permission
to have children during the 14th
century. These origins have
been deemed as fictitious but
there is still some fact in its
European history.
In older dialects of eurolanguages such as in Dutch,
fokken meant to breed, in Norwegian fukka meant to copul a t e ,
a n d
in Swedish fokka meant copulate along with fock meaning
penis. From these dialects the
F-bomb soon appeared. And

because sex is a topic not spoken of openly it became a
“swear word”.
Slut, no longer is a
swear word, it simply not nice
to say. A slut is commonly referred to as someone who
sleeps around, is promiscuous,
and generally is not thought
highly of. It once meant dirty;
merely covered in dirt and
grime. This bad habit of not
washing turned into a referral
that a person was of loose
morals because they did not
keep clean. Eventually those
loose morals led to them being
prostitutes.
“You’re a fallopian
tube!” It just doesn’t have that
shock factor, but yet the Cword does. “C*$#” is simply a
reference to a part of the female genitalia and yet it has
the ability to hurt and offend
people. It is used against someone when describing them as
unpleasant or stupid.
For society, sex is unpleasant to speak of, and
women for the majority of history were deemed as unintelligent. This caused the reference

to female organs and sexuality
as common insults. However,
during the Victorian Era
women found an ingenious
plan to manipulate the system...
The vibrator. Ironically
this sex toy had its origins in
the prude and conservative
Victorian Era. A strange disease
was circulating at the time
among women. Women of
mostly higher and middle class
were becoming nauseous, delirious, high strung, hysterical,
and even acting to the extreme
of insanity. And what was the
cause of this disease? A
woman’s uterus.
When the disease first
emerged the cure was to remove the uterus, thus why the
surgery is now called a hysterectomy. This was soon found
not to cure the disease and
doctors moved on to less extreme measures. Upon seeing
a patient doctors would massage their clitoris until they
achieved an orgasm, although
it was not recognized as such.
Sex was only seen as
such when a penis penetrated

Winter’s Here!

Christmas on a Student Budget Tonya Simpson DAG WRITER
It’s the beginning of December, final exams are right
around the corner, and Christmas is coming faster than you
thought. You’re on a university
budget, but you feel like you
have to buy gifts for so many
people. Don’t stress! Remember that Christmas has a lot
more to it than gifts, but here
are a few tips to keep you from
blowing your budget:
For the Parents:
Get crafty! Do you like to
hand-make holiday cards?
Maybe you’re a painter? It
doesn’t matter if you sew, knit,
embroider cushions or happen
to be awesome at beadwork;
every parent appreciates some
homegrown talent. If you have
a sentimental mom (like most
do) you might want to consider
making a scrapbook for her. As
cheesy as this probably sounds,
you showing your mom that
your childhood memories are
important to you will show her
just how much you appreciate
all of the hard work she does.
Take over the turkey! Do
you have the kind of mom who
slaves over the kitchen counter
year after year? Is she the kind
of mom who gets up early
every Christmas morning just
to put the turkey in the oven,
so that the whole family can
enjoy the meal? Why not take
over that job this year? Give

your mom a chance to sleep in
on Christmas morning. Since
you’re up putting the turkey in
why not start peeling the potatoes and getting the whole
production on the go?
Hockey dad? If you grew
up with your dad on the ice,
finding a cheap gift can be
tough. If your dad is still into
skating and spends time shooting the puck, you might want to
consider getting him a new pair
of blades. The thing is, good
blades are expensive. However,
this idea works well if you have
siblings willing to pitch in.
Think you’re lucky? If you
have a sibling in minor hockey
like I do, you probably know
that at many minor hockey
tournaments, spectators have
an opportunity to win a variety
of prizes. Why not put your
name in for some of the
draws? Who knows, maybe you
can win some of your Shopping
List.
For the Grandparents:
Of all the family members to buy for, the grandparents are by far the easiest. Lots
of grandparents are collectors,
so you could add a piece to
their collection. If your grandparents are sentimental, the
scrapbook idea works well.
Include pictures of yourself
here at Augustana, since they
are probably bragging about

you. A gift card works well for
grandparents who love romantic dates.
For Her
So, you’ve got an awesome girlfriend, and you would
really like to make an impression this holiday season. What
do you do? The right gift to
give depends on how long you
have been together (and it
doesn’t have to blow your
budget).
If you’re a fairly new couple, don’t feel like you have to
give her a necklace. You’re still
getting to know each other, so
why not give a fun gift instead?
Girls really like fun and unique
dates. Ice-skating might be fun,
or you could take her to see “A
Christmas Carol.” If you have
been together for quite a
while, you might want to consider making her a Christmas
CD with sweet, romantic holiday music she enjoys. Or, get
crafty
and
hand-decorate
chocolate truffles with melted
caramel. Nothing gets to a girl
quite like chocolates made just
for her!
For Him
Whether you and your
guy have been dating for two
weeks or five months, guys can
be tough to buy for. The best
thing to remember is that guys
really aren’t picky. Girls tend to
stress about giving the right

a vagina so this practice was
only seen as medical treatment. More and more women
were coming down with this
strange disease and doctors
could not keep up with the
high demand. Women were
taking advantage of their
‘diseases’ at high rates. So between 1869 and 1900 there
came out onto the market a
variety of home remedies for
these poor victims.
From steam powered to
hand cranked, bicycles to bull
riding devices, women were
able to order any vibrator they
wished to cure their ‘disease’
and it would be delivered to
their door. It was a miracle!
Not really though; as
the years progressed society
became more aware of the
true physiology of the human
body along with advancements
in social issues. Sexuality was
no longer only a system of reproduction and people were
correctly diagnosed according
to their specific symptoms
rather than hysteria: schizophrenia, anxiety attacks, or just
needing a better sex life.

gift, but the guys that I’ve
talked to tell me that they are
more than grateful to receive
anything.
You might need to get
creative when thinking about
your boyfriend this holiday. If
you know what kind of music
your boyfriend listens to, the
mixed music playlist is always a
safe idea. If you have no idea
what kind of music your guy
likes, remember that guys always like to eat! Tasty peanut
butter fudge or ginger snaps
are always a good holiday treat
to give.
For the Friends
Don’t be afraid to get
crafty when deciding on gifts
for your friends. This holiday,
why not try a Secret Santa or a
Chinese gift exchange to keep
expenses low and excitement
high? To make the game even
more fun, buy absolutely ridiculous and hilarious gifts for
them to find or unwrap. You’re
young and wild so it shouldn’t
be too hard to think of something crazy!
Whether or not you think
that you found the perfect gift,
[your] loved ones are sure to
be happy with whatever you
give or do for them this season.
Keep stress levels down and
keep the gifts simple. Hopefully
these tips help; happy holidays!

Young man with challenges living in Millet is looking for a cheerful and easy-going paid companion to spend leisure time with one to two evenings and/or one weekend day per
week. Interests include hockey, bowling, sports in general, and social activities. The successful applicant needs to be willing to work a pre-determined but flexible schedule and requires
a vehicle. Call 780-387-3533.

Steffi Mahabir
DAG WRITER
The time we have all
been dreading is finally here:
Winter. For you international
students this may be your first
winter, and for all you students here on campus [who
are used to Alberta winters],
you may be too busy to bother
putting on the proper essentials to deal with the weather.
Here are some tips on how to
avoid getting the flu during
these times and how to stay
toasty warm:
Get some rest!
We have all heard that
we should get some sleep
when in university [despite]
our massive work load, but in
the winter time our body
tends to work harder to keep
us warm, so you should try to
get more sleep to help your
body recuperate. Sleeping is
good for you on the whole but
getting some extra sleep when
it is needed to make sure you
don’t fall asleep in class might
just be a life saver.
Buy a winter coat
You might not want to
spend more than $60 on a
coat but I wouldn’t mind
spending at least $100 on a
coat that would last me at
least 2-3 years. When it comes
to winter coats, don’t hesitate
to dish out that extra cash for
good quality. It might hurt
your wallet to see that money
leave but in the long run you’ll
be thankful that you don’t
continued on page 6...
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Sustainapalooza Steffi Mahabir DAG WRITER
Taking care of the environment is a very big issue
these days. Augustana has
helped out with this in many
different ways, including Sustainapalooza on November
20th in the Chapel. Professor
Hvenegaard, who I spoke to
about the event, said that the
main goal was to develop fun
and interesting ways to tell
stories about sustainability and
resilience.
The event was run by the
AUENV 120 class, as a part of
their community service learning assignments. One of the
coordinators of the event ,
Kerstyn Lane, was very happy
to tell me what Sustainapalooza entailed. The event con-

sisted of plays, a power point
presentation, a game show
and a very funny video. The
topics covered were honeybee
colony collapse disorder; habitat loss due to oil spills, deforestation, and ocean pollution;
green washing or deceitful
advertising; and the challenge
to native species by invasive
species.
It was interesting to see
how the students were able to
make these topics intriguing
and fun to watch for those
who may not have had an interest in them. The audience
turnout was pleasing and everyone enjoyed the video that
was shown. Exciting benefits
for those who went to the

event were two door prizes
and a $25 dollar gift certificate
to Green Gear.
At our university we try
our best to be environmentally
friendly. There are always lots
of fun events taking place that
showcase issues in an enjoyable way. Sustainapalooza is
part of Augustana's Resilience
theme series during 2012-2013
and we hope to see many
more of similar events taking
place in the next term. It is
always fun to see students
enjoying their class assignments while being able to
make it into something fun
and informative at the same
time.

Check out our Facebook page for

Green Holiday Ideas,
provided to us by Kerstyn Lane, Campus Sustainability Assistant

Augustana Waste Sort JenniferHa DAGWRITER
On November 7th,
those who were walking in the
Faith and Life Center and the
Forum found their interests
piqued by a trail of green footprints leading to a the center of
the building. There, students of
this semester’s Environmental
Science/Geography 120 class
came together in to organize
2012’s Waste Sort event.
Waste Sort, divided into
the waste sort presentation,
and the waste sort division and
outreach group (whose aim is
to educate attendees), featured various presentations to
raise awareness about the environmental impact our campus makes [on the Earth], and
what we can do as a school to
reduce that impact.
Across from the cafe in
the Forum, the Waste Sort Division and Outreach group,
made up of seven students,
were excitedly taking charge of
informing students and faculty

of Augustana’s environmental
impact. Students were encouraged to take an ecological footprint test to determine how
much of the world’s resources
needed to be used to support
their lifestyle. 55 students taking the test later, and the average ecological footprint of Augustana students was 6.3 hectares; way lower than Alberta’s
average of 9.0 but still more
than triple 1.8 hectares, the
amount said to be “fair” for
each person in the world to
have.
Next to the tables of
ecological footprint tests were
visual aids to really drive the
message home. The importance of recycling, composting,
reusing, and reducing waste
was explained in eye-catching
posters.
First year environmental
studies student Jessie Veronelly made a 12 foot sculpture
encasing a pillar in the forum

to represent how much paper
is used by students every year.
The eye-catching piece of art,
made entirely out of chicken
wire and old flyers, taught
onlookers that in his or her
four-year university career, an
average student consumes
10,460 sheets of paper and
encouraged reusing and recycling as many pieces of paper
as possible.
“I wanted make an impactful visual effect to grab
people’s eyes and make them
realize how much paper
they’re using. I didn’t want just
another number up there,”
said Veronelly, who spent over
ten hours creating the sculpture.
Students who planned
the information and education
aspect of waste sort had been
meeting since September to
make sure that Augustana realizes its influence on the planet
and how it can be as positive as

Bailey Fall Fundraiser Steffi Mahabir DAG WRITER
On Saturday, November
17th, the Bailey Theater held a
fall show which consisted of
three great bands and an awesome solo act. The money from
the show was put towards
helping them with operational
funding for the theater. The
show itself was well organized,
[with] drinks and snacks on
sale.
The crowd was somewhat
lacking in youthful faces, but
the middle aged audience
members gladly filled the seats.
The show did not have a set
price but allowed patrons to
generously donate any amount
they wished. The bands that
p e rf o rmed
were
Th e
Bloozhounds, Myra Marshall
Band, and Family Dreams; the
solo act was Jenie Thai. I had
the pleasure to sit down with
the theater manager, Tracey
Clark, who told me that as well
as raising money for their funding, their fundraisers are also a
great way to showcase local
talent as well.
The Bailey opened its
doors in 1911; it is the oldest
theatre of its type in Alberta
and is a municipal historic
site. The first show ever put on
in the theater was on February
23rd, 1911. They have spent
over 7 million dollars on renovations on the theater and reopened in May, 2011. There
are enough floor seats to hold
up to 400 patrons and there is
space for 110 in the balcony.
Also located in the theater
is a catering kitchen and a separate bistro, which is great for
hosting dinners and receptions.
The first movies the theater
started with were silent movies, and the first talking movie
was "Peacock Alley" in 1935.

The theater has offered
wonderful performances from
acts all around the globe and
brings culture to Camrose. The
theater will be holding more
fundraisers in the next coming
months, as well as great shows
to attend. I had to the pleasure
of also going to the Alpha Yaya
Diallo West African Summit on
November 25th. The show was
again generally attended by
older folks but the show itself
was simply amazing – focussed
on instrumental music and featured some West African instruments on stage. The energy
that emerged from the band
was great and at one point,
patrons got up and were welcomed to dance on the stage. It
was great to see people embracing another culture, and
the dancers were beautiful and
energetic in the way they
moved.
[Considering]
all
the
money that has been spent and
the wonderful acts that have
graced the Bailey’s stage, it
would be very unfortunate if
they were to close down.
Many community members are
really concerned about losing
this great landmark, so there
have been many donations.
Clark is positive the theater will
not close its doors again, but [I
urge] students to do your part
and go take in some great
shows in the coming weeks.
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas” is a classic showing on
November 30th at 7pm. Entry
fee is pay by donation so you
can feel free to help out in
whatever way you can afford.

possible. First year student Eva
Hartwig said the experience
overall was “fun [being able to
learn] about what Camrose
and Augustana can do for the
environment.”
On the other side of the
doors, in front of the chapel,
another set of students rolled
their sleeves up to dig through
twenty four hours worth of
garbage and recycling from
every building of Augustana. In
the messy, smelly process, the
students sorted the recyclable
goods that were carelessly
thrown in the trash and, in
many cases, contaminated and
therefore unable to be recycled.
Waste Sort also brought
to light the measures Augustana has already taken towards
sustainability. Our school composts about thirteen tonnes of
food in an eight-month school
year, which is the weight of
two and a half elephants.

While the city of Camrose has
its own compost system, Augustana’s compost machine is
a closed system, which allows
it to accept meat and dairy
products which would normally
attract wild animals and rot in
an open system.
Off campus folks should
still consider composting with
the city’s composting system.
Students should pay close attention to the things they recycle and compost. While napkins and other fibre products
are compostable, plastic and
metal items are not. This
means wrappers and silverware should stay far away from
the compost bin! Certain plastics are not recyclable, and
neither are paper products
which have been contaminated
by food, such as pizza boxes.
Conscious decisions can create
a sustainable, eco-friendly
campus and a reduced carbon
footprint for our school.
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Continued from page 3…

The gals on the Vikings
basketball team brought the
heat in a game on November
17th.
Passing and shooting was
tight, and it only got stronger
as the game went on. Each
player was acutely aware of
where their fellow teammates
were; shooters and posts were
strong and so it allowed for a
good inside and outside game.
The first quarter was
close, with the Vikings only
leading by a slim margin. From
the second quarter on, the
Vikings stepped it up. Aside
from a number of layup mishaps, the shooting was solid
and they were able to double
the score of the other team in
no time. This doubling of a
score became a tripling by the
end of the fourth.
With only a minute left in
the game, the score was 99–36
for the Vikings. A penalty shot
went through the net effortlessly by #15, Richelle Wegner,
to bring the Vikings to the elusive 100 point mark.
#13 Rachel Warrack, a
post and guard for the team,
has played for the Vikings for
the past 3 years. She was ex-

have to go buy another next
winter and you’ll be satisfied
that it keeps you warm.
Wal-Mart is good for
most things but I recommend
actually going to a mall and
shop for one when it comes to
[finding a decent coat]. In Camrose, for instance, I would try
some stores on Main Street
and the stores around the
shopping complex around WalMart to find one.

cited about the win, stating
that this was the first time they
hit 100 points in the time she
has played. When asked about
the game, she stated, “I think
we underestimated the other
team in the first quarter. After
that, we stepped up our game
and showed them what kind of
a team we are.”
The girls can owe much of
their success to the close-knit
team that they are on and off
the court. They are a supportive and strong unit, and that is
the key to the creation of a
winning team. Each and every
girl is actively engaged in the
process of getting better and
stronger both individually and
as a team.
Leanne Shenton, a previous Viking, has been coaching
the team for five years. She
could not agree more with the
closeness of the team.
“We have a strong group
of committed athletes who are
proud to be Vikings. It makes a
huge difference in how hard
they train in the off season and
in practice. Their commitment
level isn’t just for themselves
but for the entire team. I am
very glad to be a part of it.”

When asked about the
win on the 17th, she said, “I am
always really proud of my team
and their accomplishments.
The girls were focused on defense and worked hard. On the
flip side, I know what it is like
to be on the other end of a
game like that.”
Consistency among the
players and as a working unit is
what gives birth to wins such as
we saw on the 17th. The players
have worked hard to get to
where they are and can step
out and dominate.
The maturity of the Vikings lineup definitely played
to their advantage on the
17th.The Vikings had all but one
person return this year, and
this adds to the strength of
their team.
If the Vikings can remain
consistent and continue training hard and playing well, they
will be well on their way to a
Championship win. Tightening
up the defense and turning up
the offensive pressure will
strengthen the team and lead
them well on their way to victory.

Wear those gloves
We all know it’s hard to
text with gloves on, especially
on an iPhone. I didn’t start
wearing gloves until last year
when I came home from
school with my hands out (for
texting purposes, of course)
and it took at least 10 minutes
for them to feel normal again.
Your hands can freeze from
being in the cold too long and
your phone can also stick to
your hand from the frost bite.
As much as I love never missing
a text I would rather wear
some gloves for a while.
Buy insulated gloves if
you can—they’ll keep your
hands warmer. Again, don’t be
afraid to buy the pricey ones
because if there’s one thing
I’ve learned it’s that it’s okay to
Canadian Tire: Full of Goodies Erin Sekulich DAG WRITER
spend money on winter clothCanadian Tire has moved! and entertaining: deer warn- abuse. Or if you want to keep ing because it comes in handy
Don’t worry, it’s just across the ings. They are air activated your room more sophisticated, when needed.
parking lot. They have moved whistles that scare off deer consider a dark brown cubby
Stock up on those drugs!
into a bigger and better space, from coming near your car on for $40.
No, not the illegal ones.
rather than their old 1984 loca- the highway. Careful to read
Baskets: they are lifesavVisit
the drug store and buy
tion that was hard to get the fine print though-- they are ers. They are great for throwsome
cold medication and
around in. The new store has not 100% effective and are not ing in the back of your car to
cough
syrup
just in case these
plenty of space and lots of a guarantee against deer or keep stuff organized, or putting
tips
fail
and
you
still manage to
great (and odd) products for other animals.
on your desk to keep papers
get
sick.
The
worst
thing to do
students.
If you want to decorate and pens in their place. [If you
when
you
have
the
flu
is go out
If you don’t have an your room for the holidays have] little knick knacks that
in
the
cold.
If
you
have
your
emergency kit in your car when there is an entire isle dedicated you cant seem to get rid of, put
medication
already
you
can
you’re driving home this Christ- to decorations under $10 them in a fabric or wicker basnurse
yourself
back
to
health
mas break you had better [featuring] singing Santas and ket and slide it under your bed.
make a stop at Canadian Tire. sparkling stars, along with Your stuff won’t get lost or quicker and you won’t have to
Grab a basket and start shop- some cheap lights and garland. dusty and you can keep it out leave your room [if you get
ping. First you are going to If you are into Christmas, Cana- of sight. Go pick up a few rang- sick]! Only buy what you usually buy for a normal cold so
want to grab the Winter Sur- dian Tire is your heaven.
ing from $5 to $30.
vival kit for $20. It has a fleece
While you are there take
Bonus: If your room is you don’t feel like you wasted
blanket, toque, gloves, scarf, a detour over to the kitchen getting a little chilly or the money if you don’t get sick.
hand warmers, two flashlights aisle. If you are one of those snow has you down you can People get sick faster in the
and extra batteries. Even if you people who has a hard time grab a “Likewise Fan Heater” winter because we all stay indon’t have to use one, who studying (or studies for too for $20! It’s designed for small side more and germs get
doesn’t want [to have] a fleece long) grab the cute egg timer spaces like dorm rooms. And spread easier so drink that
blanket on those cold winter that is shaped like a pig. Set the don’t worry, you won’t burn cough syrup at the slightest
drives?
timer and study until it goes the school down because it has sound of a cough. Get it before
A wise man once told me off, and then do something an automatic kill switch when it it shuts you down during final
that all you need is a pocket else until it goes off again. It is gets too hot. So [go ahead and] exams!
full of change (no need for a
screw driver), zip ties, duct
tape, and WD40. Grab one of
each, because they are all under $5. Head to the camping
section and gab an LED battery
operated light for $5 just in
case, too. If you don’t have
booster cables then make sure
to grab a pair of those too, [for]
just $20. Remember, positiveto-positive,
negative-tonegative on their car; positiveto-positive and negative to
METAL on yours. Don’t blow up
your car please.
This next one is optional

a great way to manage your turn the heat up!
time without stressing out. If
you are one of those power/
breakfast drink people, guess
what? [Canadian Tire has] oneserving blenders for just $15
and they are very small. Perfect
for the dorm room!
We
are
students;
[therefore] we need storage. At
Canadian Tire they have some
cheap, useful shelves, and they
don’t have to go into the wall.
There is a “space maker utility
rack” for just $30. It has five
adjustable shelves and lifetime
warranty so it can take some

Hydrate, Hydrate, Hydrate
Drink water; simple. Your
skin gets very dry in the winter
because of the cold air and the
nice warm showers that we
take more often. You need to
drink water regularly to keep
your skin looking healthy.
For the girls who wear
makeup, you should try to
switch your regular makeup to
ones that hydrate and moisturize your skin more. Also moisturize your skin all over when
you get out of the shower to
help lock moisture into your
skin. Don’t dry off all that water completely so your skin
doesn’t feel crusty and dry
when you’re dressing.
Pucker up!
Dry lips are not attractive.
(at least not in Canada). Invest
in some quality lip balm. Vaseline isn’t thick enough to keep
your lips moisturized for long
periods of time but lip balms
with Vaseline in them are very
good for the lips. If you suffer
with very bad dry lips, I recommend getting medicated lip
balms, which work wonders
and feel amazing on those
dead lips.
If you’re a guy and don’t
want to be seen putting on lip
balm you can always warm a
damp towel in the microwave
then put it on your lips for
about 10 minutes. Your lips will
look softer and feel much better.
For girls who want to
keep their lips looking fuller
even in the cold, there are lip
balms and glosses that moisturize your lips while giving
them a fuller effect. Never use
your toothbrush over your lips.
It breaks the skin and can be a
breeding ground for bacteria.
Say yes to the hat
Hats have a lot of uses. In
the winter, they keep your ears
warm and away from the blistering cold. Your ears get cold
faster than anywhere else on
your body so you should always wear one to keep them
from getting too cold. There
are many stylish winter hats;
again, you will need to spend
some money one or two to get
the best use out of them.
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The Pack A.D. Packs Scalliwags on a
To Each Their Own: The Philosophy of Kevin Sutley
Brittany Lehman DAG WRITER
Saturday Night Tia Lalani DAG WRITER
I was 20 minutes late for
my interview with Kevin, having been stuck in a snow drift.
“It’s fine, come on in,” he
chuckled, his east coast ocean
blue eyes glittering with humour. I sat down.
I gathered my papers
and set up the voice recorder. I
jumped right into the interview. “So, why drama?”
“Because I can’t paint,”
was his reply. “So, yeah, I am
an artist, but I have no artistic
skills other than people skills.”
This seemed legit. Going
off of that train of thought, I
asked him to tell me about his
favourite character he had ever
played. He pondered this for a
few moments, running his
hand through his beard.
He said, “I played a character called Newhouse in a play
called Newhouse. This was a
play written kind of in response
to, or at least incorporating,
the fear of AIDS in the late 80s.
My character Newhouse was a
Casanova. Casa, nova – new,
house. I was this super seductive character. Basically seduced women to their deaths
because the disease that I carried was something that was
incurable.” We both chuckled.
“He wasn’t nice, but he was
fun.”
I looked down at my
question sheet. He crossed his
arms, delicately covered in a
black and white striped button
down shirt over top of a black
long sleeve. “What is your favourite colour, and why?” I

Continued from page 2...
haven’t devised a plan on how
to use them. I had a talk with
them in the last executive
meeting, and I told them that
we need a program for specific
instruction for AVC members,
in the planning phase. Activities and awareness work with
what they have. They split the
responsibilities between how
many people they have, and
although they have the most
councilors, sometimes it’s
hard, so they haven’t taken
advantage of the AVC. This is
the first year, and so hopefully
next semester we’ll have some
solid instruction, because I
think that’s the downside that

asked.
“It’s probably red, or
blue. Or yellow, or green.
Maybe purple. I don’t know. I
don’t think I have a favourite
colour. And I don’t know why. I
don’t think I’m really good with
colour. People that are really
good with colour, I admire.” He
replied.
“Like painters?”
“Painters, designers … I
love designers that get colour.
They can see, you know … they
look at a patch of lawn and see
eight different colours while
I’m looking at green.”
I contemplated this for a
few moments, taking in the
colours around me. I have done
colour exploration in one of
Kevin’s courses, and I found it
to be a very satisfying experience.
“What do you say to
those who say that drama
courses are useless?” I asked.
“They’re right. If they
think that, they’re right.
There’s nothing … they’re absolutely right. If you think drama
is useless, you’re right.” He
replied.
“So you have a “to each
their own” philosophy on life?”
He looked at me
strangely and raised an eyebrow. “I am not familiar with
the philosophy of T. H.
Therown.”
I burst out laughing and
said, “No, I said ‘to each their
own!’”
“Oh! I thought you said
T. H. Therown! I’ve read a lot of

AVC has been facing, with not
having much to do right now.
TL: My next question was
about the drawbacks, but you
pretty much just covered that.
CM: Yeah, that’s the only drawback. It’s new, and in its testing
phase. Council actually likes
the idea of AVC. It’s a great
service for students, because
along with them working for
us, we want to work for them. I
already have the Dean coming
in to talk to them next semester to enhance their leadership
morale, and we have also invited them to come to Lederskap for free; we are going to
pay for them to do that. Being

T. H. Therown. I don’t know if I
completely agree with him. But
you know, for a student who
takes drama, articulation might
be something worth working
on.”
We laughed. Kevin
swung his chair slowly back and
forth, contemplating this philosopher. “T. H. Therown …
that’s awesome. That’s a great
idea for a novel. For a character. T. H. Therown. That’s his
philosophy; just that.”
And he is very articulate! “Okay. Just for sh*ts and
giggles, invent a My Little Pony.
Give me her name, colour, and
secret magical power.”
Without a moment’s
hesitation he said, “Daphne,
purple, and laser vision that
can burn holes through enemies.”
I nodded, finding this to
be a great character. I thanked
Kevin for his time, turned off
the voice recorder, and stood
up to leave and go get into my
clown makeup and costume for
a course with Kevin directly
following the interview.
I left his office feeling that
my life would benefit greatly by
three things: winter tires, articulation, and the creation of
Mr. Therown. In fact, I feel as
though we could all use a little
Therown in our lives. But then
again, I suppose that is up to
each of us to decide for ourselves.
See Kevin’s answers to
“The Brittany Quiz” below!

Rose City Roots has done it
again; Canadian born rock duo,
the Pack A.D., performed a
wicked show at Scalliwags on
Saturday November 17th. I
walked in to find the bar overflowing with people, and my
friends and I managed to nab
some of the few chairs left in
sight. After settling down with
some drinks, the band started
performing their heavy guitar
and drum riffs and smooth
vocal stylings.
I've been a fan of the
Pack A.D. for a few months
now, and I was surprised to
find that they were coming to
Camrose. Their website describes their music as “tribal,
blues and punk infected garage
-rock,” and I couldn’t come up
with better terms. I found myself tapping along to every
tune, and their heavy sound
came through even when they
slowed it down for songs like
“Seasick,” which is now one of
my personal favourites. The
band also performed both of
their chart-topping singles,
“Sirens” and “Haunt You”,
which are often played on alternative radio stations.
The band, consisting of
drummer Maya Miller and guitarist/vocalist Becky Black,
released their debut album
Tintype in 2008 with Mint Records. Three albums later, the
duo has been touring all over
Washington and BC, stopping
to enrapture us right here in
Camrose. As if the sweet music

in [the] AVC has its perks; it’s
not just us asking for their
help. We’re competing with
other volunteer opportunities
as well, but this one is very
specific to the ASA. Students
only have so much time, so you
have to make it worthwhile for
them.

ASA, but they don’t want to
deal with the governance part
of it. Anyone can volunteer
anyways, but this makes it
more official.

TL: Of course. So, how do you
get the message out there,
about joining the Corps?
CM: Well the original plan is to
advertise during the end of the
year for returning students,
which is when we get applications. At the beginning of September, if those students are
still around, they get accepted.
Then we ask for first year volunteers in September, because
we want to give them opportunities as well. In first year,
sometimes students don’t get
the opportunity to help out in
school, but we don’t want that
to happen. The other thing is
that AVC members get an inside look at what’s happening
in the ASA, and the hope is that
we get people passionate
about it, so that they run for
councilor positions. Another
reason we wanted the AVC is
because there are some people
that want to participate in the

just wasn’t enough, the connection these two rock stars
share on and undoubtedly off
stage provided entertainment
and delight. I’m almost certain
everyone walked away from
the show wanting desperately
to befriend the band. It didn’t
hurt that their pure, raw talent
shone through; Miller’s vocals
were flawless live, and the energy on stage was palpable.
Originally, I thought
that Scalliwags was an odd
choice for such a band to perform, but the small and intimate venue was decidedly
perfect. By the end of the evening, madness had ensued, and
the patrons were so amped up
that the bar had a makeshift
mosh pit on their hands. That’s
right, folks, a mosh pit right
here in Camrose. The crowd
goaded the band into an encore, and not being ones to
disappoint, Black bounced
around on stage reveling in the
energy from the crowd as
Miller finished with an intense
drum solo. The night ended
with a few more beers as the
band sold merchandise and
happily signed autographs.
Rose City Roots impressed me
once again; all of this for five
bucks, and I couldn’t have
been happier. I was glad I got a
chance to see the Pack A.D.
before they blow up, because
these two punk rockers have
started their rise to fame and I
don’t think they’ll be slowing
down anytime soon.

ing me busy this year. One
thing I do want to do with the
AVC is have How-To sessions,
because I know some of the
people in AVC have special
interests, so we can set up sesTL: What are some of the ASA’s sions where students can just
upcoming events?
drop in without formal sign
CM: In January we are trying to ups, and it’ll be fun. How-To
implement what SU does at
sessions will be another thing
main campus. There is a week- that will get the AVC out there.
long event called “The AntiFreeze” for students starting
I also had a short conversation
the winter term. Basically, the with Tamara Zembal, a memevent will include fun activities ber of the ASA Volunteer
during the first week of school. Corps. Although Tamara admitWe’re in the experimental
ted that the AVC could be a
phase for activities, but one of more successful program, she
the rumored events is a hot
praised it for being “an opportub night, so we’re going to try tunity to be part of the ASA
and bring a couple of hot tubs without too much of a time
out on the quad. We could also commitment”. Tamara also
have another dance party, or
likes that her affiliation with
even games nights. We also
the Corps allows her to have a
have formal, the theme is
close outlet for personally exJames Bond, and After U,
pressing her “beef.” I, for one,
which is a Lederskap series for will be interested to watch the
senior students thinking about program evolve into another
the future, is coming up in
successful facet of the AugusJanuary as well. February,
tana Students’ Association. You
we’re going to have the hypno- don’t have to take my word for
tist back again—we’re trying to it though, talk to Carlo about
do it during Valentine’s Day,
joining the ASA Volunteer
and we will also have Date Me Corps yourself, and get inFor A Cause. The fee referenvolved with all of the exciting
dum will take place in March,
events coming up next semesand that’s what has been keep- ter.
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December 2012
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1
Lux! Choir Concert
Hockey vs.
Portage
Volleyball vs. MHC

2
Lux!
Dance Club

3
Chapel
SAC
Yoga

4
Soup Supper

5
Chapel
Chamber Music
Mini-recital
Yoga

6
Last day of
classes
Montreal Massacre Vigil

7
Alumni Coffee
on campus

8
Curling Funspiel

9

10
Yoga

11
Exams
Soup Supper

12
Exams
Yoga

13
Exams

14
Exams

15
Exams

16

17
Exams
Yoga

18
Exams

19

20

21

22

January 6

7
Classes resume

8

9
Hockey vs.
MacEwan

10

11
Volleyball vs.
SAIT

12
Basketball vs.
GMU

Augustana’s Fall Theatre Production Enchants All Audiences
Tonya Simpson DAG WRITER
This month I had the
pleasure of covering Augustana’s fall theatre production,
Haroun and the Sea of Stories.
Before attending the play, I
was able to speak to the production coordinator, Mariah St.
Germaine, during a rehearsal.
As the cast members
stretched their limbs and
warmed up their voices, Germaine commented on the large
cast, stating, “Augustana is well
represented,” as cast members
are students from a variety of
disciplines.
Germaine
explained the [intense] amount
of work involved in preparing
for the production, as students
first auditioned in the early
weeks of September and have
been working for the last few
months to perfect the performance.
I also spoke with third
year drama student, Ally Larson (playing the role of Snooty
Buttoo) during a rehearsal,

who told me that she loves
working with director Paul
“Sparky” Johnson and would
“never leave this department.”
Larson went on to describe the
cast as a big family and community who were fun and great
to work with.
Upon attending the
production, I was pleasantly
surprised at the creativity and
talent that Augustana’s small
campus had to offer. Throughout the production, I found
myself impressed again and
again at the talent [of Augustana’s] students, as all sound
effects and set essentials, such
as ships, turtles and peacocks
were produced by the actors
themselves. Energy levels were
up and non-stop witty humour
kept the audience laughing.
If you have not seen
the play, allow me to give a
brief summary. After his father
loses his enchanting ability to
tell famous and colourful tales,

Haroun Khalifa (played by Levi
Borejko) sets out on a quest to
restore his father’s “Gift of the
Gab.” This mission takes
Haroun on an adventure far
greater than he expected,
where he encounters genies,
talking animals and a struggle
between good and evil and
between the power of the
imagination and those trying to
eliminate creativity for good.
Haroun must help to decide
the fate of the imagination and
stories for the future to come.
As exciting as the plot
of this play already is, there is
much more to it than that. Regardless of the range of possible audiences, there is something for everyone. Young audiences are sure to be enchanted
by the colourful costumes, hilarious encounters, and the
overall fun energy that the cast
brings to the stage. Older audiences will find value in the
deeper issues of the produc-

tion, which encompass themes
of war, politics and the care for
the environment, complementing this year’s Resiliency
theme.
I also had the chance
to speak with Sparky after the
conclusion of the play. This is
Sparky’s 27th year at Augustana, where he teaches improvisation-based
courses.
Sparky told me that his mentor
was Paul Sills (founder of Second City, which spawned CTV
and Saturday Night Live),
whom he had the pleasure of
working with side-by-side.
I asked Sparky how he
became a director, to which he
replied, “I don’t really consider
myself a director, although,
Paul was. I watched him direct
and helped him direct. I suppose I model his style, which is
to let to let the company kind
of self direct and kind of rein
them all in.” Sparky went on to
explain how this gives the company more responsibility, allowing the company more
ownership, as “the freedom to
play is important.”
Sparky says that although the Augustana theatre
program is without a big

budget and a huge costume
wardrobe, the program offers
much opportunity for students
to develop deeper understanding and experience in the field,
as they are involved in making
the costumes, constructing the
set and developing production
in whole. When I asked Sparky
about the auditions being open
to all Augustana students, he
replied, “I think that’s one of
the features of our institutions,
like choir, anyone can audition
and be a part of it. We open it
up to anybody.”
After a few moments of
discussing theatre, Sparky reflected on the importance of
art in life:
“Why do we need art,
why do we need things to be
beautiful? Why do we need
poetry? Why do we need all of
the creative things? It’s because it’s what makes us human beings” After seeing such
a work of human talent and
art, I find my value in creativity
renewed, and I can be sure
that after watching the talent
that Augustana has to offer,
you will too.
Photo Credit: Kelly Milne

