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The ASA is holding an  
open referendum and 

would like to hear from 
you!   

Submit your  
anecdotes,  

opinions and  
pictures  

to  Carlo Martin at:  
asapres@ualberta.ca. 

A few weekends ago I had 
the pleasure of seeing Oyster-
band perform at the Bailey 
Theatre through Camrose’s 
premier music organization, 
Rose City Roots Music Society. 
At first I was weary of the 
somewhat older crowd that 
made up the audience, but 
once the band got on stage 
and started their first song 
“Walking Down the Road with 
You,” which had a lively, Celtic 
feel, the energy in the room 
skyrocketed and I found my-
self enjoying an anything but 
boring evening in Camrose.  

Oysterband is described 
as an English electric folk and 
folk rock band, although their 
website lists themselves as 
“influenced by all manners of 
music, culture and style”. I 
certainly noticed a number of 
different manners of music, as 
the band brought out both a 
harmonica and accordion, in 
addition to their five man set 
up consisting of guitar, bass, 
drums, cello and lead vocalist. 
Front man John Jones per-
formed not only as a musician, 
but also as a stand up come-
dian, as he cracked a few jokes 
and even got the audience 
participating in clapping and 
singing along with the band. 
Their politically charged lyrics 
contrasted skillfully with the 
rampant energy they had on 
stage, and Jones said it best 
when he spoke to the audi-
ence of the band’s “seriously 
depressing music set to happy 
tunes”.  

Not all of the songs were 
relentlessly upbeat, and when 

they did slow it down it, it 
proved to be just as enjoyable. 
“Bury Me Standing” quickly 
became one of my favorites, 
due to the sonorous accordion 
riff and powerful drumming.  

The most surprising part 
of the evening was when 
Oysterband did what I thought 
was an exceptional cover of 
Great Big Sea’s “When I’m 
Up”. This catchy tune has been 
one of my favorites for quite 
some time, and I was shocked 
to find out that it was actually 
originally written by Oyster-
band, and covered by Great 
Big Sea. Everyone in the audi-
ence knew the words well and 
joined in, and I left with a 
greater appreciation for the 
band, and the Camrose scene 
in general.  

I was also lucky enough to 
score an interview with 
Geraint Osborne, the coordi-
nator for Rose City Roots Mu-
sic Society, and I got to learn a 
lot about the organization, 
which seeks to enrich the mu-
sic scene right here in our 
town. RCR was started in 
2006/2007 and brings talented 
up-and-coming musicians to 
Camrose in order to attract a 
variety of audiences. As a 
roots society, RCR not only 
seeks to bring folk music to 
different venues in town, but, 
as Osborne points out, various 
types of music because  “roots 
can encompass a broad range 
of styles—blues and old school 
rock, as well as folk music”.  

RCR also hosts alternative 
bands in order to attract the 
type of crowd Big Valley Jam-

boree neglects—in the upcom-
ing month, the Pack A.D. will 
be performing at Scalliwags, 
with very affordable prices on 
tickets for students (its only 
ten bucks, guys, come on).  

Speaking of Big Valley 
Jamboree, if country music is 
just not your thing, Rose City 
Roots is also working with stu-
dents in CSL placements in the 
preliminary stages of a three 
day music festival set to take 
place in May, which will set up 
a number of bands at different 
downtown venues, including 
Scalliwags, the Windsor, the 
Alice, the Players Club and the 
Bailey Theatre.  
 The main venues for 
Rose City Roots are Scalliwags 
and the Bailey Theatre, al-
though one of the goals of the 
organization is to liven up 
Main Street 
through the at-
tention surround-
ing the musical 
performances, as 
well as to a pro-
vide a safe and 
c o m f o r t a b l e 
place for bands to 
play. Osborne 
commented on 
the many posi-
tives associated 
with this music 
society as he took 
a minute to look 
around at every-
one having a 
great time at a 
show just a little 
while ago, with 
fellow volunteer 
Jeremy Mouat. 

Osborne explained that Mouat 
“turned to me and said ‘this is 
a social good’”. By bringing 
people together and attracting 
the kind of audience that may 
not be well catered to other-
wise, Rose City Roots is easily 
one of the finest things Cam-
rose has to offer. As a non-
profit society run entirely by 
volunteers, RCR works to bring 
the community together by 
getting out, having a little fun, 
and enjoying some live music.  
 Students, I urge you to 
do something different on a 
weekend here in Camrose—
take advantage of Rose City 
Roots, and see what they have 
to offer before continuing on 
with your usual jaunt to the 
bar (which doesn’t get good 
until past midnight anyway); it 
will be well worth it.  

John Jones, Alan Prosser, and Dil Davies of Oysterband were at the Bailey Theatre on October 12. (Photo: Volker Neumann) 

Rose City Roots Rocks Camrose Music Scene  
Tia Lalani DAG WRITER 
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 Although it’s easy to 
dismiss the United States of 
America as the country of Kar-
dashians and Big Macs, the 
truth of the matter is that the 
country is a huge influence on 
the world politically and eco-
nomically, not to mention our 
next door neighbours, and 
they’re in the middle of elect-
ing their next president. The 
outcome of this election mat-
ters--health care, the economy, 
and the military are some of 
the hot topics of American poli-
tics right now--but all we seem 
to hear about involves airplane 
windows, epic rap battles, and 
perplexingly enough, Big Bird. 
Need a guide to help you be-
come a responsible global citi-
zen and gather some sense of 
the American elections? Look 
no further. The Dagligtale is 
here to help you learn about 
the two candidates, what they 
promise, and what the out-
come can mean for our own 
nation.  
 
Barack Obama, Joe Biden, and 

the Democrats 
 As the current president 
in office, Barack Obama is run-
ning for a second term as the 
Democratic Party’s presidential 
candidate. Previous to his 
presidency, the Harvard law 
school graduate held a career 
in civil law and teaching at uni-
versities, and entered politics 
as a senator for the state of 
Illinois in 1996. He went on to 
become a “loyally Democratic” 
member of the United States 
Senate, until his election for 
presidency in 2008. His vice 
president Joe Biden also comes 
from a background of law, his 
area being public interest. In 
the four years they’ve been in 
office the major accomplish-
ments of the Obama admini-
stration include the discovery 
and killing of Osama bin Laden, 
passing of the federal health 
care law, ending of the war in 
Iraq, the repeal of Don’t Ask 
Don’t Tell, and various eco-
nomic actions to prevent un-
employment, manage the na-
tional debt, and get the States 
out of their economic slump. 
 For the 2012 Election, 
the Democratic Platform prom-
ises to “Move America For-
ward”. They have four main 
focuses: “Rebuilding Middle 
Class Security”, “America 

Works when Everybody Plays 
by the Same Rules”, “Greater 
Together”, and “Stronger in the 
World, Safer and More Secure 
at Home”. If President Obama 
serves another term, he prom-
ises to commit to a long-lasting 
economy by investing into local 
jobs, American companies, and 
sustainable energy. The Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care 
Act, better known as 
Obamacare, where every per-
son is required by law to have 
insurance for an equalized fee 
no matter what their pre-
existing conditions are, is a 
huge part of what the Democ-
ratic Party is promising for the 
middle class. The Democrats 
promise to rebuild middle class 
security with the pulling 
through of the American Jobs 
Act, which includes payroll tax 
relief, tax credits, and en-
hanced unemployment insur-
ance. They want to stabilize 
the housing market and reform 
student loan and education for 
the middle class. Democrats 
also aim to reform laws regard-
ing fair taxation (The Obama 
administration proposed The 
Buffett Rule and showed open 
support for the Occupy move-
ment) and lobbying, and strive 
for economic equality for citi-
zens. 
 Beyond economics, the 
Democrats also push for many 
social issues, which is mostly 
what we hear about in the 
news. Women’s right to repro-
ductive choice is supported by 
the Democratic Party, who 
promises to maintain Roe v. 
Wade. Obamacare includes the 
coverage of birth control for 
women, although previously 
many insurance companies 
didn’t. Marriage equality for 
LGBT people is supported by 
the party as a whole, and the 
President made history as the 
first sitting president to voice 
support for gay marriage. The 
Democrats’ viewpoints on so-
cial issues mirror those held in 
Canada more than the Republi-
can Party’s. Outside of their 
borders, the Democratic Party 
outlines a plan to end the war 
in Afghanistan by 2012 and 
dismantle Al-Qaeda. They 
promise to prevent dangerous 
nuclear activity 
internationally by downsizing 
America’s stockpiles of nuclear 
weapons, sanctioning against 

Iran, and participating global 
treaties. With Obama as presi-
dent, the American financial 
support for Israel will be con-
tinued but the United States 
will try to act as a mediator for 
the Palestine-Israel conflict. 
 Celebrity supporters for 
Barack Obama and his party 
include Scarlett Johansson, 
Beyonce and Jay-Z, Justin Tim-
berlake, Neil Patrick Harris, and 
Ellen DeGeneres. 
 

Mitt Romney, Paul Ryan, and 
The Republicans 

 The Republican Party, 
also referred to as the Grand 
Old Party (GOP), nominated 
former Massachusetts gover-
nor Mitt Romney as their presi-
dential candidate. Mitt Rom-
ney, born Willard Romney, 
comes from a background of 
business rather than law, but 
holds a Juris Doctor on top of 
his Harvard business degree. 
Romney’s father was a promi-
nent politician, also for the 
Republican party, and Mitt 
followed in his footsteps by 
running for the U.S. Senate in 
1994 and went on to become 
the governor of the state of 
Massachusetts. Romney’s run-
ning mate Paul Ryan’s entire 
career is based on politics as he 
began his first political intern-
ship soon after graduating. He 
is a member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for the 
state of Wisconsin. The GOP’s 
slogan is “We Believe in Amer-
ica” and they 
show that belief with several 
promises of their own. Their 
promises are organized under 
the headings of “Restoring the 
American Dream: Rebuilding 
the Economy and Creating 
Jobs”, “We The People: A Res-
toration of Constitutional Gov-
ernment”, “America’s Natural 
Resources: Energy, Agriculture 
and the Environment”, 
“Reforming Government to 
Serve the People”, “Renewing 
American Values to Build 
Healthy Families, Great Schools 
and Safe Neighborhoods”, and 
“American Exceptionalism”. 
 Because of America’s 
two-party system, in many 
cases, the Republican Party’s 
views are quite the opposite of 
the Democratic Party’s. Be-
cause the Obama administra-
tion is the one currently in of-
fice, much of the GOP’s plat-
form is dedicated to reversing 
the current administration’s 
actions. For example, the Re-
publican Party adamantly op-
poses the idea of ObamaCare. 
They claim it is destructive to 
the American constitution be-
cause legally forcing everybody 
to be insured takes away the 
liberty for Americans to 
choose. The GOP wants to em-
phasize personal responsibility 
and depend more on privatized 
companies and their decisions 
on eligibility. Lifestyle choices 

that are unhealthy will be 
costly to those who want to be 
ensured (ObamaCare insures 
everybody regardless of pre-
existing conditions, 
with the exception of tobacco 
use). The GOP wants to build 
Medicare and Medicaid back 
up and does not want to see 
the funding that can be spent 
on restoring these programs go 
to a new program.  
 The Republicans believe 
that the way to stimulate the 
economy is retention of indi-
vidual wealth, aided by an ex-
tension of what’s commonly 
called the Bush tax cuts, which 
prevent tax rates from increas-
ing based on income. They 
believe differing tax rates 
would increase class warfare. 
Their platform reiterates goals 
of balancing the budget and 
preventing what they call “out-
of-control spending”, which 
includes starting new programs 
like federal health care. The 
GOP promises to make every 
federal activity go through a 
tripartite test- Is it within the 
constitutional scope of the 
federal government? Is it 
effective and absolutely neces-
sary? Is it sufficiently important 
to justify borrowing, especially 
foreign borrowing, to fund it? 
The GOP has grand promises 
for the middle class as well. 
Instead of tax cuts, there will 
be options of privatization on 
personal control of capital. 
They promise that they will 
promote international trade 
that will also encourage jobs 
and prosperity within its own 
borders. 
 As far as international 
affairs go, the Republican plat-
form states that the party rec-
ognizes that terrorism is the 
greatest fear they face. While 
the Democrats say they will 
downsize their stockpile [of 
nuclear arms], the Republicans 
promise to modernize their 
current holdings. A Republican 
United States will aim to take 
down Iran’s nuclear technology 
as it is viewed as a huge threat 
to national security. They will 
seek to regain leadership in 
international organizations as 
well and neutralize the Pales-
tine-Israel conflict. Although 
Romney and Ryan both men-
tion a plan for ending the war 

in Afghanistan by 2014, no spe-
cific details have been re-
leased. 
 The GOP is adamant 
about conserving tradition 
when it comes to social values. 
Mitt Romney was quoted as 
saying he would be “delighted” 
to overturn Roe v. Wade, 
which was a landmark decision 
involving abortion. Paul Ryan 
has also supported the crimi-
nalization of abortion and even 
in vitro fertilization, believing 
in traditional means of preg-
nancy and parenthood. The 
GOP wants to “preserve the 
sanctity of traditional mar-
riage” and opposes gay mar-
riage and adoptions. There 
have been talks of some Re-
publicans, namely Rick Santo-
rum, of criminalizing pornogra-
phy. 
 Notable fans of the Re-
publican Party are Meat Loaf, 
Kid Rock, Kelly Clarkson, Clint 
Eastwood, and Jenna Jameson. 
 
 As our neighbours pick 
their next leader, it is impor-
tant that we pay close atten-
tion. Besides the fact we are 
both a part of NATO and that a 
nuclear bomb thrown in their 
direction might also leave 
some residue on us, the United 
States and Canada have very 
close ties in politics. Much of 
our exports are sold to our 
Southern partners and their 
economics affect us heavily. 
Touching borders, much of our 
political climate tends to blur 
together. Some decisions may 
affect us more personally than 
others. While Barack Obama 
has pushed back finalizing the 
decision of the Keystone Pipe-
line, Mitt Romney has shown 
inclination towards supporting 
it. The Democrats’ speeches 
have included support for 
women’s rights while many 
notable Republicans have been 
dismissive, if not downright 
offensive to women and their 
rights to choice. Although the 
ballots are not in our hands, 
the decision that will be made 
in the United States of America 
on November 6th will no doubt 
affect the True North Strong 
and Free for the next four 
years, and possibly for many 
more to come. 

The U.S. Elections Jennifer Ha DAG WRITER 

Cartoon Credit: Mike Luckovich  of the Atlanta Journal-Constitution  

Cartoon credit: Steve Sack of Star Tribune 
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 Take it from me – femi-
nism is hard work. Not only do 
feminists have to fight under-
representation, the pay gap, 
and objectification, we also 
face relentless inquisition. 
What is feminism? Why are 
you one? What are feminist 
issues? Why can’t you just set-
tle down and be happy with 
where we are? I understand 
others’ curiosity, but every 
time I’m faced with questions 
like these, I admit I end up 
overwhelmed. 
 Another question peo-
ple ask often is when I “found 
out” or “realized” I was a femi-
nist. Feminism isn’t a disease I 
got diagnosed with or a relig-
ion I discovered. Although I 
didn’t start calling myself a 
feminist until a couple years 
ago, but I’ve always been a 
feminist because I’ve always 
wanted everybody to be 
treated equally. I just want 
equal rights. That’s right, no 
bra-burning, and no man-
hating; just equal rights. To 
quote British writer Rebecca 

West, “Feminism is the radical 
notion that women are peo-
ple.” It is frustrating and nearly 
heartbreaking to hear people 
tell me that “the problem with 
feminists is that they think 
they’re better than men.” 
That’s not the case at all; the 
very basis of feminism is set on 
equality and rarely does it ever 
go beyond that.  
 Gender equality issues 
are not front-page headlines 
that invoke riots. They’re the 
bits of society that we’ve ac-
cepted as the norm, like male 
dominance in the workforce 
and objectifying jokes on prime 
time television. There were 
waves of feminism that fought 
for suffrage and liberation, but 
those were mere battles in the 
war for equal rights. Feminism 
is still as relevant as ever in 
today’s world.  Recently, For-
tune Magazine’s annual For-
tune 500 list that ranks the 
most powerful companies in 
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s
(subsequently, the world, usu-
ally) celebrated a record of 

eighteen companies run by 
female CEOs, the highest its 
ever been since the list’s publi-
cation dating back to 1955.  
According to Statistics Canada, 
in 2008 our own women work-
ing full-year, full-time jobs 
earned 71.4% of the salary that 
their male counterparts 
earned. Statistics like these 
prove that feminism is still, a 
century after suffrage move-
ments, working towards equal-
ity because we just aren’t there 
yet.  
 Gender inequality seeps 
into our culture from every 
corner, beyond economics. 
Companies target women to 
sell products like hyper-
sexualized Halloween cos-
tumes, push-up bras, and diet 
pills. Our culture promotes 
shaming women for their sex-
ual decisions, appearance, and 
lifestyle choices. One in three 
women in the world are victims 
of gender based violence like 
honor killings, genital mutila-
tion, or domestic abuse. 
Worldwide, women only make 

up 19% of the 
world’s parlia-
mentary seats, 
and the unfair 
jury of politi-
cians are dic-
tating what a 
woman can 
and cannot do 
with their 
bodies, shut-
ting down women’s rights to 
vital healthcare and choice.  
 I’m a feminist not be-
cause I think women are better 
than men or because I am a girl 
(men can be feminists, too! 
After all, I want men to have 
rights too.). I am a feminist 
because feminism gives me a 
base from which to work to-
wards an equal society. I am a 
feminist because when I enter 
the workforce, I want to be 
hired for my skills, not to fill a 
quota, and I want to be consid-
ered for every raise and pro-
motion my work entitles me to 
get. I am a feminist because 
mace spray keychains are 
churned out in hot pink be-

cause there’s a demanding 
market of fearful women ready 
to buy them. I am a feminist 
because of the phrase “not bad 
for a girl”. I am a feminist for so 
many more reasons, and all 
can be summed up in my de-
sire for equality. And I think 
you’re a feminist, too. After all, 
shouldn’t 51% of the world’s 
population be treated equally 
as the other 49%?  
 
Note: the editors would like to 
remind our readers that opin-
ion articles should be taken as 
such and do not necessarily 
reflect our opinion as a paper. 

 One thing that has come 
to my attention lately is the 
number of long distance rela-
tionships between young peo-
ple. A long distance relation-
ship [or an LDR] is defined as 
an intimate relationship that 
takes place when the partners 
are separated by a consider-
able distance. The question is 
what can be a “considerable 
distance” to have a relation-
ship with someone? With the 
amount of people going to 
university and leaving home to 
focus on their education, I 
know that there are quite a 
few people in LDRs, even here 
at Augustana. Here are some 
tips on how to survive in an 
LDR and how to know if you 
can do one. 
 

Should I or Shouldn’t I? 
 One of the first things 
you need to do before going 
into an LDR is to assess the 
situation. You need to be real-
istic with yourself and ask the 
hard questions. Can it work? 

How often will I see this per-
son? Would I have time to fit 
this person into my schedule? 
How am I going to communi-
cate with them? This part is all 
about the reality of the rela-
tionship, because as much as 
you might love this person, 
sometimes obstacles in both of 
your lives may prevent you 
from being with each other. If 
you can see these problems 
early on and deal with them, 
you may save each other from 
heartbreak later on down the 
road. 
 

Communication 
 If you have assessed the 
situation and have decided to 
enter into an LDR, one of the 
main things you have to focus 
on is communication. If the 
person lives very far away and 
their time zone is different 
from yours, you may have 
some difficulty in how often 
you would talk to your signifi-
cant other. Before the Internet, 
LDRs were not very common 

but now there are many ways 
to get in contact with some-
one. Instant messaging applica-
tions, Facebook, and Skype 
have made it possible to stay in 
constant contact with someone 
no matter where they are. Plan 
Skype dates or “us” time where 
you both just sit and talk to 
each other with no interrup-
tions. While texting is always 
easy to do, being in an LDR 
[prevents you from] seeing the 
other person whenever you 
want, so always video chat 
when you have the chance. 
Make a schedule and stick to it 
[as well as you] can because 
having time for each other is 
what can make or break a rela-
tionship in this situation. 
 

Can you trust them? 
 If you are in a long dis-
tance relationship that has 
lasted longer than a year then 
you deserve an award of some 
kind. To be able to trust some-
one you [can’t see] everyday is 
one of the most difficult things 
you may do in your life. Trust 
plays an important role [in a 
relationship] and in an LDR, 
you have to trust that this per-
son is honest about what they 
are doing and who they are 
seeing.  
 My cousin once dated a 
person who was in Toronto 
while she was in Calgary, and it 
wasn’t until they broke up that 
she learned he had fathered a 
child and had been to jail while 
she was with him! I strongly 
suggest that you make sure 
you know this person even 
better than you know yourself 
and that you make sure you 
can fully trust them before 
falling head over heels. You 
should always look for warning 

signs early on in the relation-
ship. Some signs to look for is 
how they act in front of other 
people when you are talking, 
how quick they text you back 
especially if you know they 
aren’t busy (yes guys, we pay 
attention to this!). Always re-
member to protect your heart 
at the end of the day. 
 

Is it time to end it? 
 You know the saying, 
“Nothing lasts forever?” In an 
LDR, things can become very 
tense and people sometimes 
lose interest in each other with 
no fault to their own. Some 
couples try very hard but 
sometimes life has better 
things in store for you and it 
may be time to let it go.  
 Ending an LDR can be 
very hard if one of you is still 
trying to make the relationship 
work. DON’T BE THIS PERSON. 
Be realistic and know when it’s 
time to call it quits. There will 
be signs, so don’t be afraid to 
come to terms with them. Be-
ing the person who tries too 
hard to hold on makes it hurt 
much more at the end. You 
end up blaming yourself for the 
break up and it may not be 
only your fault.  
 There’s never a right 
time or situation to let the per-
son you love(d) know that you 
want to leave. Tell them your 
feelings, point out the situation 
and hope they take it in the 
best way possible. Once your 
feelings are out on the table, 
they really can’t do anything 
else but accept them. As hard 
as it would be for them to hear 
what you have to say, they 
would have to end it as well. 
Break ups are never easy but 
eventually you will get through 

it and the experience will make 
you stronger as a person. 
 
 Being in an LDR is very 
stressful but allows you to 
know someone on a com-
pletely different scale and 
helps you love someone for 
who they are. It changes your 
outlook on many different as-
pects and gives you a chance to 
develop a relationship with less 
sexual interactions than most 
couples have.  
 I would never discour-
age anyone from entering into 
an LDR but I would caution 
them as much as I can because 
the level of disappointment 
and hurt is much greater in 
these situations. Learn to listen 
to your brain first and heart 
second because no matter how 
many feelings you may have 
for this person there could be a 
reason why they’re away from 
you. Not everyone you fall in 
love with is meant to stay in 
your life. I know of couples 
who have been long distance 
for years and end up getting 
married. One mistake young 
people make is that we think 
we are capable of taking chal-
lenges no matter what because 
we think we can handle it.  
 An LDR is not for every-
one and you need to learn this 
very early on before you cause 
someone unnecessary pain and 
make yourself feel like a horri-
ble person. A relationship 
should always be fun no matter 
what the distance, and each 
one has its own drama and ups 
and downs so always make 
sure that you remember to 
enjoy it while it lasts! 



Two Degrees: Six Years to Do It 
Erin Sekulich DAG WRITER 

 Do you want to explore 
your options before deciding 
on a medical career? Not sure 
if philosophy or biology is right 
for you? The BScN (Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing) After De-
gree Program gives you the 
option to do both. In six years a 
student can graduate with two 
undergraduate degrees at Au-
gustana University. Intimate 
and small class sizes give stu-
dents the hands on training 
and education along with a 
theory component and lab 
skills. Hands on classes include 
a combination of lectures, clini-
cal skills, labs, and clinical prac-
tice, and then an additional 16 
hours/week of clinical time. 
During clinical time students 
attend hospitals and clinics 
working with actual patients 

rather than sitting in a class-
room all day only learning the-
ory. 
 Students undergo a 23 
month learning period at the 
newly renovated Husfloen 
Building just off campus. Fu-
ture nurses will take a variety 
of courses from Pathophysiol-
ogy to Mental Health Nursing 
Theory, Interprofessional 
Health Team Development to 
Community Nursing Practice 
and more. After this 86 credit 
course students will graduate 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing (BScN). After graduat-
ing with this degree students 
are eligible to move on to be-
coming registered nurses, or if 
finding that nursing is not for 
them, falling back and pursuing 
their previous degree. That is 

one of the major advantages of 
the Nursing After Degree Pro-
gram: students are able to get 
a taste for nursing without hav-
ing to commit to a full program 
or worrying about if it is right 
thing to do. 
 Alberta has the third 
lowest number of registered 
nurses, in accordance to the 
population, in Canada. “The 
nursing shortage can only be 
addressed by increasing the 
number of nursing education 
spaces, hiring most of the new 
graduates each year and devel-
oping innovative strategies to 
retain existing staff,” – Dianne 
Dyer, CARNA [College & Asso-
ciation of Registered Nurses of 
Alberta] president. The medical 
practice has a forever expand-
ing need for nurses, and is an 

opportune field to get into. 
There are over 12 surrounding 
towns and cities with hospital 
and health centers in the Cam-
rose area. There is no shortage 
of locations to work at without 
moving far away from home. 
 “[T]he feedback from 
these managers and adminis-
trators is that our graduates 
are very competent and capa-
ble, and there is always a need 
for nurses in small rural areas” 
-- Lyndel Kasa [program coordi-
nator, Nursing After Degree, 
Camrose Site]. 
 With Camrose being a 
central rural community, Au-
gustana gives students the op-
portunity to take a nursing 
degree without having to up-
root themselves and move to 
Edmonton. Nursing does not 

only open up the option for a 
career in hospitals and clinics; 
there are options to work over-
seas, or with the Canadian 
forces. Nursing is a promising 
career with an ideal learning 
environment situated at Au-
gustana. 
 If you are interested in 
additional information there 
will be an After Degree Pro-
gram information session on 
November 15 at 5:00pm in the 
Edmonton Clinic Health Acad-
emy, room L1-190 (lower/
basement level). You can also 
visit the Augustana Website, or 
contact Kristan Morin at  
kristan.morin@ualberta.ca. 
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 Athletics, surgery, and 
back pain: most people do not 
associate physical therapy with 
anything else, but in fact, 
physical therapists provide a 
wide range of services to many 
different people. Physical 
therapists are highly skilled 
professionals that help with all 
the above along with speech 
pathology, injury prevention, 
rehabilitation and much more. 
And yes, there is a program at 
Augustana for that.  
 The Master of Science in 
Physical Therapy (MSc PT) at 
Augustana is one of only four-
teen in Canada.  It is a year 
round program that is accom-
plished in 28 months of study.  
Students go into the program 
having already obtained a four 
year bachelors degree, along 
with thirty hours of volunteer 
work with those having disabili-
ties, cognitive or physical. 
 With only twelve stu-
dents in the program at one 
time, [along with] a combina-
tion of labs, seminars, and lec-
tures, students learn in a very 
one-on-one environment. 
Throughout the degree stu-
dents will experience over 31 
weeks of clinical practice and in 
the second year they have the 
option for international place-
ment.   
 Mike Walper is currently 
a second year student in the 
MSc PT program and kindly let 
me interview him.  
 
Erin: How hands-on is the 
course as opposed to lectures? 
Mike: Physical Therapy is a 
very hands-on profession and 
in class we spend a great deal 
of time actively learning how to 
work with patients. Our pro-
gram is year round and we 
spend time both in Camrose 
and out on clinical placements. 
For example, my last place-
ment was at the Foothills Hos-
pital in Calgary. While in Cam-
rose our learning experience is 
about 50/50 lecture to hands-
on and while out on placement 
it is 100% hands-on. We only 

have one 6-week clinical place-
ment in our first year and 4 or 
so in the second, so obviously 
we have a little more hands-on 
in the second year. 
 
E: How do you like the year 
round study? 
M: I don’t mind the year round 
study; it’s easy to learn and do 
things that you love. I won’t lie, 
it does get mentally draining at 
times and having your schedule 
dictated to you can be incon-
venient. That being said, the 
program is preparing me to 
enter the workforce and you 
don’t get a break when you get 
out into the real world, so it 
seems fitting. 
 
E: Do you enjoy the small class 
size? 
M: The small class size is what 
makes Augustana so special, 
especially in the Physical Ther-
apy program. A lot of what we 
do and practice is interactive 
and to have an excellent stu-
dent-to-facilitator ratio means 
we get that much more of an 
experience/education. 
 
E: Why did you choose Augus-
tana over the Edmonton cam-
pus? 
M: I actually didn’t choose Au-
gustana over Edmonton; ini-
tially I had wanted to go to 
Edmonton. The program is cur-
rently offered from three loca-
tions and when applying you 
rank your choice of site and 
then based on your entrance 
GPA and an interview they cre-
ate a pool of students and try 
to accommodate selections. 
[With] all that being said, I am 
incredibly happy with my ex-
perience at Augustana thus far! 
 
E: What was your experience 
with volunteering in the field as 
one of your requirements? 
M: I think everyone should take 
time out of their lives to volun-
teer and give back to those in 
need. I had a truly rewarding 
experience helping out at a 
school that accommodated a 

variety of challenged youth. In 
addition to how I feel about 
volunteering, the experience 
you will receive from doing so 
actually exposes you to an en-
vironment that you could po-
tentially work at as a Physical 
Therapist.  
 
E: What are your general im-
pressions of the course? 
M: Overall, I think the Physical 
Therapy course offered from 
Augustana is excellent. Within 
our small class we have stu-
dents that come from a variety 
of different degrees (physics, 
psychology, kinesiology, educa-
tion, human kinetics, etc.), dif-
ferent schools (University of 
Lethbridge, University of Al-
berta, McGill University, Trinity 
Western, University of Western 
Ontario, Waterloo, etc.) and 
are from all parts of the coun-
try. Consider how diverse that 
little pocket of students is; it 
truly makes for a great learning 
experience when you’re enter-
ing a profession that is all 
about working with peo-
ple.  What makes the program 
fun is that for once in my edu-
cation, what I’m learning is 
relevant. It’s important and I 
can see why I need to know it. 
 
E: What is your undergraduate 
[degree] in? Have you always 
been working toward becom-
ing a physiotherapist? 
M: No, I haven’t always been 
working towards becoming a 
physiotherapist. I actually 
couldn’t decide what I wanted 
to do after high school and 
took two years off. I’ve always 
known I would work in a health 
related field and when I even-
tually got a football scholarship 
to McGill University I chose to 
take Kinesiology because it was 
a great stepping stone into a 
lot of health related profes-
sions. I realized my desire to 
pursue physiotherapy in my 
1st year at McGill, and it just 
seemed like it fit my personal-
ity and interests. I absolutely 
hate sitting.  

Gain Some Momentum Erin Sekulich DAG WRITER The Augustana Fitness Centre 
Brittany Lehman  DAG WRITER 

 The Augustana Fitness 
Center is a great place to get 
up in the gym and start workin’ 
on your fitness! Located in [the 
building formerly known as] 
the Edgeworth Center (that 
place where the Vikings play 
hockey), it is only a short dis-
tance from campus. The staff 
members are friendly, knowl-
edgeable, and have no prob-
lem taking the time to help 
explain everything from what 
exactly a kettle bell swing is to 
healthy ways to lose weight 
and build muscle. They offer a 
variety of classes, programs, 
equipment, and machines to 
get your heart rate elevated 
and the sweat pouring down 
your face. The Fitness Center is 
open Monday to Thursday 
6AM – 10 PM, Friday 6AM – 
9PM, and Saturday/Sunday 
8AM – 5 PM.  
 There are two types of 
passes available for students: 
restricted (only between the 
hours of 8-4) or unlimited. An 
unlimited pass costs $31/
month, but the cost is reduced 
to $28/month if you purchase 
four months or more at a time. 
A one year pass is $250. The 
restricted pass is $110 for the 
eight month school term, or 
$14/month when you purchase 
more than four months. You 
can also purchase 10-punch 
passes or pay a drop-in fee. 
Passes give you access to the 
gym, running track, and lane 
swim. For an extra $30/month, 
you gain unlimited access to 
the sauna/hot-tub, public 
swim, and aqua-fitness classes 
through the Camrose Aquatic 
Center. 
 There are various fit-
ness classes offered such as 
Cardio Kickboxing, Spin, and 

the infamous Boot Camp. Com-
ing up this November, Zumba 
classes will be offered Monday 
and Wednesday evenings! Fit-
ness classes’ times vary from 
early morning to evening; 
check with Fitness Center Staff 
for dates and times. The cost 
for any of these classes is re-
duced for members and varies 
by class; the average cost is 
around $83/class for members. 
 The Fitness Center also 
offers various personal training 
programs. You can try out a 
One Time Program Set-Up, 
which earns you one hour with 
a trainer to create a program 
for you with an exercise demo. 
Another option is a Long-Term 
Personalized Program which 
can be done on your own or 
with a buddy for a reduced 
cost for each of you. Team/
Athlete training programs are 
available and are tailored to 
you and your specific sport. For 
a very effective, very intense 
training experience that gets 
you mega-results, there is the 
Speedy Results Program which 
includes 12 one hour sessions 
with a trainer and a personal-
ized program at the end. Most 
training can be done for a re-
duced cost with a buddy; cost 
of each type of training varies. 
All of the trainers are excellent, 
and can help you to reach your 
personal goals.  
 The Augustana Fitness 
Center is definitely where it’s 
at if you want to keep fit and 
have fun. Be sure to check it 
out and keep those guns in top 
shape! If you have further in-
quiries stop by to chat with a 
staff member, e-mail your con-
cerns  to  f i tnesscen-
ter@augustana.ca, or call 780-
679-1577.  



Pitch Perfect: An “A-ca-Awesome” Performance 
Tonya Simpson DAG WRITER 
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 Director Jason Moore’s 
Pitch Perfect (2012) could be 
easily described as a lazy Friday 
flick that uses humour and a 
collection of eccentric and ex-
treme characters to address 
many issues freshmen students 
may encounter. When Beca 
(played by Anna Kendrick) re-
luctantly begins her first year at 
Barden University, she finds 
herself dreading not only her 
classes, but also the intricate 
college society complete with 
the typical jocks, nerds, preps 
and pessimists, such as her 
own roommate. 
 Kendrick makes the suc-
cessful switch from portraying 
the traditional ditzy and popu-
lar roles she has had in other 
movies to a reserved introvert 
in Moore’s [motion] picture. 
Using stereotypical characters 
and strategic foils, Moore suc-
cessfully introduces a society to 
which the audience can easily 
relate.  
 However easy this may 
be for the audience, this is a 
struggle for Beca. Wanting 
nothing more than her own 
space and to be a professional 
DJ sharing her musical talent, 
Beca shuts herself out from the 

excitement and opportunities 
that college life has to offer. 
After a month [passes], her 
father instructs her that she 
must join one club and really 
make an effort to enjoy her 
year if he is to help her achieve 
what she really wants. Of all 
the clubs to join, Beca finds 
herself a member of the 
Barden Bellas, a unique all- girl 
assortment of a capella singers 
who severely contrast the tra-
ditional thin-and- perfect ap-
pearance. Led by alpha female 
Aubrey (played by  Anna 
Camp), the group struggles to 
rise to the top and defeat their 
intra-collegiate rivals, the 
Treblemakers, a cocky all-boy a 
capella group.  
 Camp succeeds in por-
traying a snobby, self-
empowered leader who will 
stop at nothing to make sure 
that her group will redeem 
their former status among the 
a capella society, even if that 
means putting limits on the 
sexual relations of the Bellas. 
Beca doesn’t seem to think this 
will be any trouble for her, until 
the adorable Treblemaker 
Jesse comes along, and at-
tempts to catch her, and keep 

her eyes on him. Can Beca re-
sist Jesse, the kind of guy who 
every girl wants? 
 Not only does Pitch Per-
fect have a crew of relatable 
yet memorable characters, the 
film is as exciting to listen to as 
it is to watch. The soundtrack is 
exciting, popular among the 
general audience, and entirely 
engaging. Complete with non-
stop laughs, hilarious quotes 
and a story of triumph, self-
discovery and finding joy, this 
romantic comedy is sure to 
make even the toughest of 
skins have a hysterical time. I 
do not posses much musical 
talent myself, yet at every a 
capella performance I could 
not keep my foot from tapping 
along to the groovy beats or 
keep my lips from wanting to 
sing along. If you are planning 
to see this musical show, be 
prepared to find yourself part 
of a very active audience and 
fighting the temptation to 
stand up and get your groove 
on! 
 Without a doubt, this 
film pops three kernels of pop-
corn out of five! 

For Immediate Release:  
The Pack A.D. Bring Punk to Camrose 
Robyn Sheremeta DAG EDITOR 

Nov. 17, 2012, 8:00 PM— Rose 
City Roots Music Society will be 
welcoming yet another amaz-
ing band to Scalliwags Pub & 
Rum Bar. The Pack A.D. hails 
from Vancouver, B.C. and has 
some dangerously addictive 
blues/punk-rock riffs to share 
with the world. 
 Since they signed with 
Mint Records in 2008, guitar-
ist/vocalist Becky Black and 
drummer Maya Miller have 
been recording and performing 
nonstop. They’ve released four 
records to date and have 
toured both North America 
and Europe. The duo is sharing 
music from their 2011 album 
Unpersons. Camrose is the 
penultimate stop on this cross-
country trek. 
 Black and Miller’s musi-
cal stylings pack a potent 
punch of in-your-face aggres-
sive riffs and plenty of hollow 
snare beats that perfectly ac-
company the defiant rock n’ 
roll vocals. Although The Pack 
A.D. are frequently likened to 
The White Stripes, Meg 
White’s timekeeping pales in 
comparison to Miller’s, mostly 

because of her easy stage pres-
ence and enthusiasm. Expect 
to be reminded of The Black 
Keys, Tegan and Sara, Death 
From Above 1979, and The 
Strokes; The Pack A.D. com-
bines the best of all of the 
above in a convenient, two-
woman garage-band package. 
 The Pack A.D.’s pres-
ence at Scalliwags will be a 
refreshing change of pace for 
Rose City Roots, which usually 
features alternative folk or 
blues acts [don’t be misled 
though! They’re also great!]. 
The Pack A.D. will surely satisfy 
the tastes of Camrose’s young 
adult music scene, so at $10 
for a student ticket (and $20 
for mere plebeians), it’s a show 
that shouldn’t be passed up. 
 Tickets are available in 
advance at Candler Art Gallery, 
as well as at the door. Visit  
ww.thepackad.com and listen 
to “Sirens” and “Haunt 
You” (from Unspersons) to get 
revved up for another stellar 
night, thanks to Rose City 
Roots. 

#LetItOut 
Do you tweet about the woes of university life? 
Admire anyone from afar? Get it off your chest 
and be included in your campus student news-

paper! 
Follow us @DagligtaleNews or like us on Face-

book, and tag us for a chance to see your words 
in print. 

The Dagligtale reserves the right to refuse to publish any submis-
sions we deem hateful in nature. 



The Life and Travels of Augustana’s Dr. Craig Peterson Tonya Simpson DAG WRITER 

The Northern Gateway 
Pipeline proposal by Enbridge 
has been a hot topic these 
days. The proposal is to con-
struct twin petroleum product 
pipelines 1,170 kilometers long 
between Brudenheim (just 
north of Edmonton) and Kiti-
mat, British Columbia. An aver-
age of 525,000 barrels of pe-
troleum will flow per day, 
while approximately 193,000 
barrels of condensate (a prod-
uct used to thin petroleum 
products for pipeline transport) 
would make its way east. The 
pipeline will be buried up to a 
meter underground, although 
portions of the pipeline would 
be above water crossings 
where it is safer to do so. The 
oil will be sent to Asia to be 
refined, thus strengthening ties 
with Asian companies and cre-
ating new markets for energy 
trade. 

Enbridge estimates that 
the project will provide about 
1,150 long-term jobs operating 
the pipelines and the marine 
terminal, and thousands of on-
site employment opportunities 
during the construction phase. 
In total it is estimated that 
907,067 direct and indirect 
jobs will be created from the 
construction phase through 
2048. Local, provincial, and 
federal government tax reve-
nues are approximated to 
reach $2.6 billion over the first 
30 years of pipeline operation; 

$36 million per year will be 
paid by Northern Gateway as 
local property taxes. Busi-
nesses in and around the pro-
posed pipeline area will benefit 
by being the providers of ser-
vices, supplies, and materials 
to the project; this will encour-
age local business’ growth and 
development.  

Enbridge also states that 
they have rigorous safety pro-
tocols to prevent and/or 
quickly fix any leaks or spills. 
There will be electronic moni-
toring 24/7 from their control 
center to detect any leaks or 
breaches. Safety control valves 
and leak detection systems will 
also be in place. Enbridge 
states that they employ the 
highest worldwide safety and 
navigational standards. North-
ern Gateway is participating in 
a voluntary assessment called 
TERMPOL administered by 
Transport Canada; this evalu-
ates marine terminal opera-
tions, vessel routing, and other 
important marine safety issues. 
Part of this was a voluntary 
Quantitative Risk Assessment 
which calculates risks associ-
ated with the marine portion 
of the pipeline.  

Enbridge has been discuss-
ing plans with Aboriginal and 
Native American people 
throughout this process, as the 
proposed pipeline will cross 
many of their territories. En-
bridge states that they are 

committed to working with 
these groups to create partner-
ships and to incorporate tradi-
tional knowledge in their route 
planning while respecting the 
history, uniqueness, and diver-
sity of these peoples. They also 
state that they are exploring 
the possibility of partial pipe-
line ownership with Aboriginal 
and Native American groups, 
as well as opportunities for 
employment, skills develop-
ment, and any other opportu-
nities which may present 
themselves. 

This sounds lovely, but 
what about the 610 spills on 
Enbridge’s record? From 1999-
2008 they released approxi-
mately 132,000 barrels of hy-
drocarbons into the environ-
ment. Each of these spills was 
noted to have had “off-site” 
impacts in the surrounding 
areas. In 2009, Enbridge paid 
$1.1 million to the state of Wis-
consin to settle a lawsuit for 
545 environmental violations. 
There was another oil spill 
southeast of Fort McMurray in 
2009, again in Manitoba in 
2010, and in July of 2010, an 
estimated 4 million liters of 
crude oil were spilled into 
Michigan’s Talmadge Creek 
which leads to the Kalamazoo  
River.  
 The construction, 
mainentance and possibility of 
leaks open up many environ-
mental concerns. For instance, 

the pipeline will cross approxi-
mately 1,000 rivers and 
streams, some of which are 
sensitive salmon spawning 
habitats: The Stuart River, 
Morice River, Copper River, 
Kitimat River, and the Salmon 
River. Metal pipelines age and 
corrode over time, which can 
lead to ruptures. In the moun-
tainous regions where the 
pipeline will be built, there are 
increased risks of landslides 
which could also lead to rup-
tures and leaks. Any leakage of 
oil into the aforementioned 
salmon rivers could be devas-
tating.  

A labour group out of Ed-
monton warned that the pro-
posed pipeline could cost thou-
sands of high-paying refining 
jobs in Alberta; shipping the oil 
to Asia would mean a 5% re-
duction in local refinery and a 
loss of approximately 8,000 
jobs. There is a fear that the 
current building boom in China 
regarding refineries and refin-
ing capacity will lead to the 
eventual closing down of local 
refineries altogether; compa-
nies would have to purchase 
back the refined crude product 
from China at a much higher 
cost than it would be if refined 
locally.  

Several Aboriginal and Na-
tive American groups have out-
right opposed the pipeline. The 
pipeline would cross the terri-
tories of many First Nations 

groups; at the moment, nine 
Coastal First Nations groups as 
well as many of the inland 
groups along the pipeline route 
are opposed. In 2010, the 
Coastal First Nations signed a 
declaration which stated that 
“tar sands oil will not be al-
lowed to transit our traditional 
lands and waters.” Groups such 
as Pipe Up Against Enbridge 
(which includes First Nations 
people as well as other B.C. 
communities) have been active 
in opposing Enbridge by their 
“Defend Our Coast” campaign 
and by speaking out publically 
against the Northern Gateway 
Pipeline.  

There does not seem to be 
a middle ground or grey area 
when it comes to the debate 
on the Northern Gateway Pipe-
line. Enbridge claims superior 
safety records, hundreds of 
thousands of job opportunities, 
billions in tax revenue, and 
increased economic growth for 
local businesses and communi-
ties. Those who are opposed to 
the pipeline claim loss of local 
jobs, harsh environmental im-
pact, eventual increase in costs 
to purchase refined oil, and 
that it is only a matter of when 
an oil spill will occur due to lax 
s a f e t y  p o l i c i e s .  
 Which side of the fence 
are you on? Yes to the pipeline, 
or no? Log onto our Facebook 
page and answer our poll to 
join in the debate! 

 I recently met with Dr. 
Craig Peterson and gather 
some insight into the interest-
ing life of an English professor. 
Due to limited page space, I 
chose his most interesting an-
swers to share with you: 
 
Tonya Simpson: Can you de-
scribe for us some of your ad-
ventures and travels? 
Craig Peterson: The first time I 
went to Europe, I was 19 years 
old and except for some French 
food terms, spoke only English. 
My constant companion for 
[that] year was a book called 
French Made Simple, from 
which I learned such useful 
phrases as “Bonjour Monsieur 
Thibault. Le soleil brille dans 
tout son éclat.” I memorized 
set introductions to recite after 
knocking on the back doors of 
restaurants, hoping for work: 
“Bonjour. Je suis cuisineur; je 
viens du Canada; je voudrais 
travailler dans votre restau-
rant.” The response was always 
the same: “Avez vous des papi-
ers?” I had to be honest: 
“Non.” Usually, the door was 
slammed shut, but sometimes 
it widened and I would be ges-
tured in. What a thrill.  
 I lived in an old, used 
Volkswagen van I bought for 
cheap in Amsterdam. After it 
broke down, I scored an old 

Peugeot moped and toured the 
entire south coast of France, 
crossing the Pyrenees and 
coming purely by chance to a 
small city whose streets, as I 
sputtered into town, became 
crowded with joyful, festive 
Spaniards carrying wineskins 
full of sangria that they would 
squirt into stranger’s mouths. 
Where was I? What was this 
place? I had no idea how to 
express these questions in 
Spanish. Following the crowds, 
I came to a large bullring, in 
front of which stood a large 
statue whose imposing figure I 
immediately recognized as 
Earnest Hemingway. I knew 
then that I was in Pamplona 
during the festival of San Fer-
min – famed throughout the 
world for its “Running of the 
Bulls.” The one time I was so-
ber enough to be allowed to 
run, I ran like a terrified ostrich 
and entered the bullring well 
ahead of any danger, though of 
course I could then strut 
proudly as one who had run 
with the bulls. 
 
TS: Why did you decide to 
come back to Alberta? 
CP: Because my good friend 
Roxanne Harde told me of how 
great it is to work here and my 
parents were aging, a job offer 
at Augustana seemed a heaven

-sent opportunity. Oddly, I had 
spent my early years trying to 
escape Alberta, but the drive 
back here across the country 
literally opened my eyes to the 
beauty of the prairies. When I 
hit the farmland of Manitoba 
after gloomy Ontario, the light 
became ethereal and the pa-
rade of majestic clouds against 
the deep blue sky and the wav-
ing fields of golden wheat cast 
a spell on me and my heart 
melted from the beauty of it 
all. I thought this might be a 
passing sensation, but I still 
feel it. I still have a sense of 
adventure, but now I have a 
solid sense of home. 
 
TS: What are you most proud 
of here at Augustana? 
CP: I am most proud of the 
growth the Writing Centre. We 
now have a peer-tutoring class, 
which prepares students to 
work as tutors in the writing 
centre. I’ve also developed 
writing workshops that are 
more specialized and that I can 
bring into classrooms to spe-
cifically address the writing 
tasks requisite to individual 
writing assignments. I think 
this is an area that will help our 
efforts to make skilful writing 
one of the hallmark character-
istics of Augustana graduates. 
 

TS: What are your favourite 
hobbies? 
CP: Cooking and travelling are 
my favourite hobbies. The two 
go hand in hand. Three years 
ago, I travelled with my daugh-
ter to Japan and became inter-
ested in learning [their] cui-
sine . Two summers ago, I re-
kindled my love for French cui-
sine by spending a month in 
Paris. Last summer, I spent a 
great deal of time in the prov-
ince of Sichuan, China, and I’m 
currently spending my off 
hours drinking different varie-
ties of Chinese tea and experi-
menting with the tongue buzz-
ing spice huājiāo a.k.a. Sichuan 
pepper. In its uncooked state a 
bite of a single kernel or rather 
husk will induce an incredibly 
intense sensation on your 
tongue that I can only describe 
as foaming electricity. I’m hav-
ing a lot of fun with it, and 
have discovered that if you 
grind it and mix it with salt you 
can use it to rim margaritas 
that I serve and call lip buzzers.  
Such are my harmless hobbies. 
 
TS: Who is your favourite au-
thor and why? 
CP: This is such a difficult ques-
tion to answer. Vladimir 
Nabokov is one author whose 
works are rarely on my shelf 
because they are hard to find 

but so good that I must give 
them away. I’ve re- read every-
thing he’s written. Every time I 
find a copy of one of his books I 
open it at random, start read-
ing and find myself once again 
drawn in. His books deploy 
(strategically) a virtuosic style 
to explore repellant themes. 
His famously-banned novel 
Lolita, for example, renders the 
first-person narrative of Hum-
bert Humbert in a glittering 
prose so attractive that you 
have to fight to remember that 
the narrator is a monster. Not 
all of his works are so attrac-
tive-repellent but the prose is 
always worth gold. A living 
author that I’m currently re-
reading is David Mitchell, 
whose novel Cloud Atlas has 
been turned into a movie. I 
doubt I’ll see the flick, but the 
book is amazing. I think ulti-
mately my favourite author has 
to be one I know personally. 
I’m proud to know Thomas 
Wharton, and Greg Holl-
ingshead [both from the U of 
A]. If I had to choose one living 
author that I know personally 
as my favourite, my hands-
down choice would be the au-
thor of Good to a Fault, Open 
Arms, and Little Shadows – 
Marina Endicott. She is the real 
deal and she teaches creative 
writing at my favourite school. 

To Pipeline, or Not to Pipeline? Brittany Lehman DAG WRITER 
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 Now, I know many of 
you are aware of composting, 
simply because of those seem-
ingly annoying signs plastered 
on the garbage bins in the 
cafeteria as you dump your 
plates and rush off to class, but 
take a minute here to check 
out how important this com-
poster is, and another two to 
sort your plate and do some-
thing positive for the environ-
ment.  
 Augustana does its best 
to be considered a green cam-
pus, and the implementation 
of the relatively new compos-
ter is helping us achieve that 
goal. In September of 2011, 
Augustana was granted, 
through a Sustainability En-
hancement Fund from the U of 
A, money to purchase the Bio-
vater composter developed by 
Nioex Systems, now used on 
campus—recycling waste 
never sounded so cool. 
Brought to us by the Compost-
ing Committee, consisting of 
former dean Roger Epp, Sus-
tainability Coordinator Candice 
Tremblay, and a handful of 
environmentally conscious 
staff and faculty, the compos-
ter helps reduce the amount of 
waste our cafeteria sends to 
the landfill.  
 According to Organic 
Waste Weights from Fall 2012, 
our cafeteria alone creates 20 

metrics tonnes of organic 
waste yearly, which is recycled 
through the composter. About 
65% of waste produced on our 
campus is organic (Fall 2009 
Waste Audit) which can be 
diverted through the compos-
ter to recycle and create nutri-
ent rich product to be used for 
fertilizing, landscaping, and 
gardening.  

If those facts didn’t 
get you all geared up to aid our 
campus in composting, think of 
all the hard work it takes to 
properly run and manage a 
composter on campus. Morgan 
Specht, Augustana’s Compost-
ing Assistant says,  

“Currently we are climbing 
a learning curve to deter-
mine proper aeration, 
moisture content, oxygen 
level, and carbon/organic 
ratios to develop a healthy 
living environment for cre-
ating a usable compost”. 

This composter not 
only recycles and reduces the 
amount of waste the cafeteria 
sends to the landfill, but also 
represents Augustana’s com-
mitment to sustainable living. 
Specht notes the positive im-
pact of the composter, as it  

“creates a sense of respon-
sibility and community 
among the staff and stu-
dents at Augustana, when 

everyone participates and 
works toward a more envi-
ronmentally friendly way of 
living and studying on and 
off campus”.  

Specht also helps to 
properly run and feed proto-
cols for the system, as well as 
setting up CSL placements for 
the ENV 120 Waste Sort Group 
and Waste Diversion Outreach 
Group, which increases knowl-
edge and experiential learning 
regarding waste manage-
ment.  Over the next year, the 
Green Campus committee 
hopes to increase awareness 
through informational signs, 
and achieve an eventual cam-
pus-wide expansion of com-
posting at Augustana. 

Students should be 
aware of the composter here 
at Augustana, so I urge all of 
you to take part in the little 
things each of us can do to 
reduce our environmental im-
pact. It only takes a little effort 
to determine what can and 
cannot be composted; simply 
check out the signs above the 
garbage cans in the cafeteria. 
Food waste and napkins can go 
into the composter, so you 
don’t have to sort through 
your leftovers in order to be 
environmentally friendly. Un-
derstanding what can and can-
not be composted will reduce 

contamination, which will lead 
to the proper function and 
maintenance of this addition to 
Augustana. 
 With that said, I’d also 
like to take a minute to talk 
about the recycling bins 
around campus. Over the last 
little while, the signs about 
what can and cannot go into 
the bins have gotten increas-
ingly more pronounced, with 
good reason. If these bins are 
contaminated because the 
recyclable materials are placed 
in the wrong bin, the whole 
bag is sent to the landfill. Tak-
ing a few minutes out of your 
day to rinse any coffee cups or 
lids and place them in the recy-
clable paper and plastic mate-
rial bin instead of the beverage 
container bin will reduce the 
amount of waste that is simply 
garbage.  
 With all of the time and 
effort is has taken to get a 
composter on campus, a little 
extra effort from the students 
will go a long way in making 
our campus an even more en-
vironmentally friendly place. 
Also, be sure to check out the 
Waste Sort, being held in Faith 
and Life and the forum on No-
vember 7th, to learn more 
about our campus’s waste, and 
how to become more involved 
with environmental sustain-
ability! 

Augustana’s Composter: Fertilizing for a Sustainable Future 
Tia Lalani DAG WRITER 

ASA Notes - Oct. 17  
Kelly Milne DAG EDITOR 

PRESENTATION 
 Greg from Athletics: they 
want to offer more things for 
students like Vikings Crew. The 
old weight room is now kinesiol-
ogy resistance training, but 
could make room for yoga, 
Zoomba and pilates classes. 
New flooring is being installed, 
then paint, and then they will 
update safety exits. Funding will 
not come from tuition, and 
classes will be cheaper than 
Fitness Centre. There is talk that 
one can book the space by de-
fining use and safety protocols. 
It is not going to be a work-out 
centre, because of health code 
issues. He invited students to 
drop by his office to discuss. 

REPORTS 
 James—2.15% tuition 
increase effective Sept 2013= 
$113 over two semesters; ad-
justing for inflation.  
 Nathan—wants to use 
screens and AVC to engage 
more people. Planned pumpkin 
carving, Welcome Week in Jan, 
potential North-Campus Anti-
Freeze, Formal planning soon. 
 Kelsie—Movember, Re-
membrance Day, Tricks for Eats, 
W e l l n e s s  W e e k 
 Nana—wants to adver-
tise discounts, did interviews for 
single parent scholarship 
 Naomi—attended com-
mittee meetings, disappointing 
popcorn turnout, Annual Gen-
eral Meeting Nov 22 in Epp 
Room, building discussion soon, 
council pictures next meeting 
 Carlo—changed office 
hours - just MW; met the Dean 
about PAC, sustainability, and 
student expansion program, 
began one-on-ones with coun-
cillors, referendum help from 
previous ASA execs.  

ACTION ITEMS 
 Club budgets: approved 
$6600 for 23 clubs. Increased 
funding based on years; policy is 
online. Asian, Science and Ger-
man are the biggest. Next year, 
clubs might run smaller events 
 Budget analysis: auditors 
difficulty tracing money move-
ment, potential Augustana-
based leadership award. In-
creased Dag editor bursary 

DISCUSSION 
 Rixt—”Bailey Bailout” 
concert with Ten Second Epic. 
Approved providing liquor on 
January 12 
 Carlo—wants more ideas 
proposed via a paper-trail 

QUESTIONS 
1. Council meetings might 

move to Mondays 
2. Implementing a campus-

wide calendar online 
3. Grocery store on campus 
4. New ASA website being pol-

ished 
5. Rixt - Triathalon needed vol-

unteers  
6. Kelsie - Animal shelter fund-

raiser at Scalli’s 
7. James - ResLife 
8. Brittany - Meet your rep 
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