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We wish to acknowledge that the 
land on which we gather is Treaty 6 
territory and a traditional meeting 

ground for many Indigenous peoples. 
� e territory on which the Augustana 
Campus of the University of Alberta 
is located provided a travelling route 
and home to the Cree, Blackfoot, and 
Métis, as it did for the Nakoda, Tsuu 
T’ina, Chipewyan, and other Indige-

nous peoples. � eir spiritual and prac-
tical relationships to the land create a 
rich heritage for our learning and our 

life as a community.
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In Defense of Dyson
Our Favourite Hand Drying Machine

-els means less paper waste and 
less stuff in the landfi ll. I’m down 
for that! Also, the lower power 
grading of the Airblade and shorter 
drying time (10-12 seconds) mini-
mizes energy use. 
      Of course this leads us to the 
great paper towel and hand dryer 
debate. Paper towels don’t use 
electricity to dry hands but they 
require manufacturing in high 
quantities and then regular trans-
portation compared to stationary 
hand dryers. 
      The Airblade V only produces 
2.4g of CO2 per day resulting in 
79% less emissions than other hand 
dryers and 76% less than paper 
towels which contribute 13.9g of 
CO2 per day according to Dyson 
calculations. Dyson’s experts break 
down their calculation process on 
their website and not gonna lie, it 
seems pretty sound to me! 
      Ok, what about noise? This is 
the primary concern of the aver-
age Augustinian. Especially when 
guest lectures or public events in 
the forum are being held when 
sometimes talking is interrupted 
by the distant sound of air blow-

      Naturally, as a Environmental 
Studies Major I would like to put 
my two cents in about the infamous 
Dyson air dryers that are new(ish) 
to Augustana. 
      The new air hand dryers which 
have been peppered around campus 
are known as the “Dyson Airblade 
V” model. Benefi ts of the Airblade 
V are plenty as showcased on 
the Dyson website. HEPA fi lters 
installed make it the most hygienic 
brand model out there catching 
99.97% of particles the size of 
bacteria as small as 0.3 microns, 
which is pretty small stuff accord-
ing to science (I’m a Bachelor of 
Arts, gimme a break!).
     Using this model saves almost 
$1430 a year in maintenance and 
operation costs compared to paper 
towel dispensers. Less paper tow-

-ing and a “Oh, there goes Dyson 
again!” Well, the Airblade V mod-
els are Noise Abatement Society 
tested and approved… they even 
have a Quiet Mark award. 
      So all in all, I think we should 
embrace the Dyson life now. And 
really, hand driers that exist today 
are signifi cantly better environtally 
than 10 years ago. And really, they 
used to be A LOT louder. 

Sammy Lowe
Co-Editor

The University Balancing Act 
Keeping Up When Even  All-Nighters Aren’t Enough
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 I am sad to say that I have seen 
countless friends struggle with 
the university balancing act, and 
it’s unfortunate that we all seem 
doomed to repeat it over and over 
despite our best efforts. 
      No matter how early we start 
our major research papers or 
how late we stay up fi nishing our 
reports and assignments, we never 
get a chance to catch our breath as 
there is always more work to be 
done.
      While we can take some solace 
in having fall break and reading 
week as times to catch up and recu-
perate, there seems to be a growing 
trend of using those periods to 
assign extra work or schedule a 
midterm directly after, because we 
now “have the spare time”. 
      Sadly, this practice often under-

-mines the point of having this time 
off and only increases our levels of 
stress and fatigue
      Perhaps the title of this editori-
al is slightly misleading, as I don’t 
actually have an answer to solve 
our struggle for balance and sur-
vival. I myself have felt the pres-
sure of looming deadlines and an 
excess of commitments, and I have 
yet to discover the magic solution 
to make things more manageable 
and less overwhelming.
      However, I did want to share 
some ways in which I have altered 
my way of thinking about univer-
sity and fulfi lling all of my com-
mitments, and perhaps they might 
be helpful to you. Or, maybe they 
won’t and you will just use this is-
sue of the Dag to make some paper 
maché maracas. Hey, whatever it 
takes to be creative nowadays, am 
I right? 
      First of all, I want to say that 
that triangle infographic thing that 
essentially states University Life: 
sleep, good grades, social life, you 
can pick 2, is absolute BS. It isn't 
unreasonable to expect all three, 
as long as you are willing to work 

hard for them. 
      Time management is key, how-
ever you will have to experiment 
and decide for yourself what works 
for you. However, PLEASE try to 
avoid throwing sleep to the way-
side even though it might seem like 
the easiest thing to give up (I am a 
bad culprit of this as well).
      Related to that point, always 
make some time to spend with 
friends and with yourself. Having 
a quick coffee date with Beatrice 
or taking 30 minutes to watch your 
favourite Golden Girls episode will 
do wonders for your mental health 
and pay off in productivity in the 
long run. 
      Finally, try to keep in mind that 
“no” is not the dirty taboo word 
that we sometimes think. Although 
we should take advantage of op-
portunities presented to us, turning 
things down helps avoid overcom-
mitment and makes the experienc-
es you do have that much more 
enjoyable. And who knows? Often 
times the opportunities that we turn 
down have a way of reappearing in 
one form or another.
      And with those thoughts, I wish 
you luck in writing that paper or 
studying for that exam or making 
those maracas; whatever it is that 
you have been putting off by read-
ing this!



      With Valentine’s coming 
around the corner we are constant-
ly reminded about just how single 
we are or were before meeting our 
SO. Whether you are in a rela-
tionship or just testing the waters, 
here are some of the best and worst 
dates that our Augustana staff and 
students have gone through to 
make you feel better.

English Instructor: 
Samantha Christenson
      “I started dating at about 16 
years old. I lived in a small ham-
let called Carseland with about 
300 other people, and the guy I 
was seeing was from Strathmore. 
In typical highschooler fashion I 
could not have my parents know-
ing about any of that, so I had to 
sneak out at midnight to see him. I 
decided to go out of my basement 
window rather than take the front 
door, because that seemed the most 
logical at the time. 
      Only problem was it was 
covered in spider webs, and there 
was no way I was doing that. So I 
hauled out our vacuum and pro-
ceeded to vacuum up all the webs 
at midnight, before I climbed out. 
Surprisingly enough my parents 
didn’t wake up to the noise and 
I thought I was home free, until 
my date rolled in with his 1973 El 
Camino. 
      The entire street could hear him 
coming. I didn’t hear a word about 
it until the next day when they 
decided to interrogate me about my 
whereabouts last night, but it was 
all well worth it since that was ten 
years ago and we have been to-
gether ever since.”

1st Year Student
      “I was 15 years old and had 
been talking to this guy for a few 
months when we decided to make 
it offi cial. We had been together 
about three weeks when he got 
pretty sick. So he missed one day 
of school. And then another, and 
another. He seemed to have come 
down with something bad so I, 
being his girlfriend now, decided to 
visit him and bring him Jello. He 
eventually went to the doctor and 
got tested for strep throat, which 
came back positive. He got on anti-
biotics and came back to school the 
next day. A week later he got sick 
again, and it was the same thing. 
So he was put on antibiotics again 

The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly 
A Dating Article (Part One)

-nections between the Augustana 
community and the Camrose com-
munity.  Connecting people helps 
to break down stereotypes and fric-
tion points between communities 
and individuals.” 
      When questioned on his hopes 
for the festival’s future, he noted: 
“I hope for a robust event that 
continues to engage students in 
planning and volunteering for the 
event while demonstrating support 
for the community we are part of.”

      Since 2017 marks the 150th 
anniversary of Canada’s birth, 
the earnings of the event will be 
donated to the National Center for 
Truth and Reconciliation to sup-
port educating others on residential 
schools.
      While proceeds were designat-
ed for this worthy cause, the event 
also amassed contributions to an-
other deserving source. According 
to Hall Coordinator and Head of 
Sponsorship Committee, Deanna 
Funk, “we had 2 1/2 shopping carts 
of Food Bank donations and $120 
of monetary donations for the Food 
Bank as well. ” 
      Who knew ice cream could be 
so rewarding?

by ISABELL STAMM
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Ice Cream Festival  A Sweet Success!
Rocky Road Ice Cream Fantasy Celebrates 150
by JENNY GREEN

and the doctor decided to have his 
family tested, because someone 
close to him must have been giving 
it to him. All their tests came back 
negative, so his doctor asked if he 
had been seeing anyone. 
      No one knew about our rela-
tionship yet so he had to tell every-
one that he had a girlfriend now. 
The doctor suggested I get tested 
too. I didn’t have any symptoms 
and I’d been around him the whole 
time, but I went in just in case. It 
came back positive. From that day 
forward he proceeded to call me 
his “Typhoid Mary,” after infecting 
him repeatedly while never being 
sick myself. We are still together, 
despite the rough start.”

5th Year Student
      “I had an evening exam to go 
to one semester when a huge storm 
rolled in. The roads were covered 
in ice, snow was everywhere and it 
was just gross. I was really nervous 
about my exam so the guy I was 
seeing insisted on picking me up 
afterwards. I told him there was no 
way he could go out on these roads 
but he insisted and didn’t give me 
any other option. He showed up 
just on time and it only took us an 
hour to get home for what should 
have been a twenty minute drive. 
Just goes to show that true love can 
weather any storm.” 

6th Year Student
      “I was in grade twelve when 
my boyfriend at the time had 
undergone a surgery to realign his 
nose. I didn’t have my license at 
the time so a good friend of mine 
offered to take me to see him. It 
seemed like a great idea so off we 
went. On the way there we were 
pulling up to a green light and 
my friend didn’t notice the car in 
front of us was still stopped, so we 
rear-ended it. There wasn’t a lot 
of damage so eventually we drove 
away and still went to his house. 
Nothing holds us back.” 

3rd Year Student 
      “I didn’t really date in high-
school so I decided to take matters 
into my own hands in University 
and download Tinder. I made a 
few matches and met a few guys 
when I got a message from this 
one guy. His fi rst message to me 
was the cheesiest pickup line ever, 
so I thought I would give him a 
chance. We decided to meet up at 
West Edmonton Mall and go from 
there. I called him as I was walk-
ing through the mall since I didn’t 
know where he was at. While I 
was on the phone I saw this guy 
walking towards me while on the 
phone, when a small child ran 
straight in front of him. He awk-
wardly tried to avoid hitting the kid 

      On Sunday, January 29, the 
community of Camrose was 
treated to its annual Rocky Road 
Ice Cream Fantasy. Founded by 
students in 1993 with the goal of 
helping a charity while creating an 
event for the city’s youth to enjoy, 
this event is now run by the Resi-
dence Life team. Clad in crimson 
t-shirts provided, dozens of volun-
teers from all corners of Augusta-
na came out and helped with the 
event.
      Children of all ages as well as 
parents, grandparents, and other 
community members joined in 
on the fun at the various stations 
within the Augustana gymnasium. 
From the event’s beginning at 
one o’clock to its wrap up at four, 
children created beaver crafts, in-
dulged in ice cream, and had their 
faces painted. 
      Other stations included the 
rock climbing wall, an obstacle 
course as well as parachute games. 
In addition, prizes were won by 
lucky guests and silent auction 
items were bid on and sold. Over-
all, the festival proved to be a 
major success.
      Resident Supervisor, Rob Ford, 
who has been a part of organizing 
the ice cream festival “since the 
beginning” believes that events 
like this are critical for building 
relationships outside of campus. 
      “Being involved in community 
events are crucial for building con-

“Connecting 
people  helps to 

break down 
stereotypes and 
friction points”

Chelsea Toft helps a child with arts and crafts at the annual Rocky Road Ice Cream 
Festival last Sunday, Jan 29. 
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10 Date Ideas
For When You’re Completely and Utterly Alone
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by CAROLYN VENTER

      You’re completely alone. No 
one wants to be with you. It’s 
almost Valentine’s Day. You’re get-
ting older and uglier by the minute. 
Should you give up on ever fi nding 
love? Absolutely. But just because 
you’re a destitute spinster or some 
weird loner dude doesn’t mean you 
can’t still enjoy life. So here are ten 
solo date ideas that will leave you 
saying “The Dag sucks. I want a 
relationship.”

1. Go to OCs on a Friday night. 
No, not the bar. Take your car 
and park it in the parking lot of 
the church and just watch people. 
You’ll get to enjoy all the benefi ts 
of a social outing without leaving 
the comfort of your vehicle. Sure 
you could go inside and look for a 
hookup but that seems desperate. 
Wait for them to come to you. In 
no time someone will knock on 

your car door and say “You can’t 
park here” or “Can you spot me a 
Toonie for a hot dog?”

2. Write to your favourite author. 
This one is especially fun if you 
have no other role models in your 
life. Tell them your whole sob story 
about how weird you are. Not only 
will you likely get a letter back 
from a publisher asking you to 
“please stop writing here” but you 
might end up in your favourite au-
thor’s new book called “Alone and 
Begging for Death: A Comedy.”

3. Masturbate. This one is pretty 
self-explanatory. 

4. Go to a Haunted location. Nor-
mally this would be kind of roman-
tic because the two of you could 
protect each other and cuddle but 
since you’re doing this complete-
ly alone it’s probably going to be 
really ****ing scary. 

5. Go to the movies and throw 
popcorn at the couples. One major 
reason that you’re alone is because 
your not memorable and you don’t 
stand out. Well that’s over now 
because you just had a 7 minute 

screaming match with the blonde 
woman in the third row when she 
falsely accused you of throwing 
popcorn at her. Say “Not only did I 
throw popcorn at you, but I’ve also 
got my eye on your man.” So now 
this solo date idea has also turned 
into an opportunity for a smack 
down.

6. Fight someone (see number 5).

7. Pack a picnic. Normally in 
dating situations you would have 
to worry about packing cute food 
that makes you look adorable while 
eating but since there’s no one else 
around, you can go ahead and eat 
that spaghetti with your hands, lick 
the cheese whiz off the knife, and 
pour the salt from the shaker di-
rectly into your mouth. The key to 
making this a solo date instead of a 
regular Wednesday night is leaving 
the house. For an extra fun time 
bring a sock puppet to talk to.

8. Make a sock puppet. 

9. So you failed to make a sock 
puppet because you’re not the 
artsy type and you didn’t want to 
spent the 86 cents on googly eyes. 
That’s fi ne, but you should still 
channel your sexual frustration into 
something new and exciting! For 
instance, you know what a mur-

-der map looks like? Make one of 
those for your crush and be sure to 
include everyone they’ve talked to 
in the past week, locations they’ve 
visited, and times they’ve called 
the police on you. That will get 
your mind off things. 

10. Throw some movies on and 
just cry. As a starting point I rec-
ommend ‘Moulin Rouge’, ‘P.S I 
Love You’, ‘The Reader’, ‘Seeking 
a Friend for the End of the World’, 
‘The Holiday’, ‘Blue Valentine’, 
‘Revolutionary Road’, ‘My Girl’, 
‘Brokeback Mountain,’ and ‘Schin-
dler’s List’ for good measure. 



      During International Week, you 
might have noticed some brightly 
coloured paper featuring people’s 
names on display in the forum. 
Those pieces of paper were a part 
of the “What’s in a Name?” proj-
ect I organized as a way for us to 
consider what names mean to our 
culture, each other, and ourselves. 
      Individuals with uncommon, 
typically non-English names tend 
to feel othered or alienated as a 
result of their names. Often, people 
with uncommon names are told 
that their names are too “diffi cult” 
or “weird.” Sometimes, these 
names can be subject to ridicule or 
mockery. 
      As we use names as a rep-
resentation of ourselves in our 
society, these kinds of reactions to 
one’s name can make a person feel 
like they are themselves diffi cult, 
weird, foreign, and inconvenient to 
others by extension. While peo-
ple rarely have malicious intent, 
joking about someone’s name or 
asking them to go by something 
else can have detrimental impacts 
on people’s sense of self and 
identity. These interactions make 
names feel like “markers” for not 
belonging. Even before a personal 
encounter, people judge and make 
assumptions about others based on 
their names.
      Individuals with uncommon 
names, especially people of colour, 
are less likely to be asked to par-
ticipate or called for an interview. 
They are, however, more likely to 
face discrimination or bullying. 
People with uncommon names are 
often dehumanized in subtle ways 
as they’re asked to change their 
name, mocked for their name, or 
confused with others who may also 
have an uncommon—albeit entire-
ly different—name. The way we 
tend to treat uncommon names is 
refl ective of how we tend to treat 
marginalized people. 

What’s in a Name? 

 to already know who he was. 
      “Prince Charming! Look at 
you! You look even better in per-
son.” She stumbled as she tried to 
stand up to hug him. He smiled and 
held her up, like a true gentleman. 
      She asked him if they could 
move their date somewhere else, 
somewhere a little more private. 
He was thrilled, to be able to talk 
to her without all the loud music, 
so he agreed. She led him to the 
street and into a cab, then into her 
apartment and shut the door fast. 
She grabbed onto his shirt and you 
know the rest. 
      He fell asleep on her sofa 
thinking, “Now this is my kind of 
princess.”
      He woke up the next morn-
ing feeling like quite a mess, his 
princess was nowhere to be seen. 
He gathered his clothes and looked 
around to fi nd a note on the table. 
“Let yourself out,” it said, “and 
forget my address.” 
      Stunned and in despair he 
didn’t know what to think, so he 
put his clothes on and walked 
down the street. 
      He waited in a café while he 
gave his friends a call, they said 
they would fi nd him “so don’t 
move at all”. He got in the truck 
and told them about his night, 
princess is gone and he still doesn’t 
have a wife.
      His roommate Eric punched 
him in the arm and said, “Maybe 
try Plenty of Fish, it can’t do any 
harm.”

by JENNIFER HA
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In Search of Tinderella
A Creative Piece 

by ISABELL STAMM

      My Korean name is Yeon Soo. 
It is my legal name—what’s on my 
driver’s license, university forms, 
bills, etc. It means exceptional 
lotus and it is a result of very care-
ful deliberation on my dad’s part. 
He named me to be resilient, as 
lotus fl owers bloom even in mud-
dy waters. In my years of living 
with this name, I’ve had countless 
experiences where I felt belittled or 
othered for having a non-English 
name. 
      People often treat Yeon Soo as 
a joke or an inconvenience. I’ve 
heard it butchered in more ways 
than I could count. I’ve had people 
insist that’s what they’re calling me 
from now on. I’ve had people refer 
to having a non-English name as 
weird. While it might seem hypo-
critical to carry so much weight on 
my Korean name but go by another 
name, I go by my English name 
out of not just convenience but also 
to preserve and honour my Korean 
name. I am Yeon Soo and I am Jen-
nifer—identities are complicated.  
      This project asked participants 
who have uncommon names to 
write down what their name means 
to them. In our Canadian, Anglo-
phone society, uncommon names 
are typically names from other 
languages and cultures. What we 
tend to overlook while focusing 
on foreignness is the fact that most 
names are personally signifi cant 
representations of someone’s cul-
ture and heritage. Thus, when we 
mock or dismiss or look for alter-
natives to someone’s name, we are 
doing the same to a part of some-
one’s culture or identity. 
      For some, their name can be a 
connection to their heritage. For 
others, their name can be a recla-
mation towards their identity. This 
project also asked participants or 
observers to consider what signifi -
cance names carry—it goes beyond 
something to call another person. 
      We should refl ect on times that 
we were introduced to someone 
with an unfamiliar name and con-
sider how we reacted. We should 
always do our best to accommo-
date and include everyone, and the 
fi rst steps are as easy as pronounc-
ing someone’s name correctly. 

      There once was a prince, who 
was searching for a princess to 
call his wife. He searched far and 
wide but alas he could not fi nd her. 
His father bestowed some wisdom 
upon him, to search in a new place. 
To start a Tinder account and see 
where it takes him. He was amazed 
by all the wonderful ladies he saw, 
but he was looking for The One. 
      And so he started swiping. 
Faces sprung up, left and left and 
left. Not one caught his eye, and 
he wanted to give up. But alas, he 
found her, and within 100 km no 
doubt! 
      She had long blonde hair, right 
down to the fl oor Tinder said. With 
“Down to Earth Girl, Searching for 
Prince” on her profi le, it seemed a 
dream come true! 
      So he swiped right and waited, 
hoping she would connect with 
him. Not long after he had a match! 
She was the girl of his dreams, so 
he messaged her right away.
      She was witty and smart, and 
everything he could ever want. 
He asked to meet her by the park 
for a date, but she insisted the bar 
was a better place. He agreed, with 
a smiley face.
      He rode to the bar in his 
friend’s new truck, and couldn’t 
wait to fi nally meet his princess. 
He walked in and looked around, 
for the girl with the long blonde 
hair. 
      It wasn’t long before he found 
her sitting alone, with four empty 
shots of tequila on the table. He 
walked up with a smile to intro-
duce himself, but she seemed to 
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“What’s In A Name?” project organized by Jennifer Ha to celebrate International Week 
at Augustana from Jan 23 - Jan 28. 
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      2016 proved to be a phenom-
enal year for breakthroughs and 
progress in astronomy and astro-
physics. While perusing several 
recaps of the year’s accomplish-
ments, I came across one discovery 
that resonated with me in partic-
ular. A few months ago, I wrote a 
detailed article about the possibili-
ties of life on other planets, and the 
necessary conditions for survival. 
So I was thrilled to fi nd out that a 
new planet, designated Proxima b, 
was just discovered in August of 
2016.
      The fi nding of new planets 
isn’t really anything new; in fact, 
Wikipedia says there are 3560 con-
fi rmed exoplanets (planets orbiting 
stars other than our Sun) and 2671 
confi rmed planetary systems, as 
of January 12, 2017. But what is 

exciting is that Proxima b is very 
near to us, and could possibly be 
Earth-like.      
      The planet was discovered by 
researchers at the European South-
ern Observatory in Chile, who had 
been monitoring the ‘wobble’ of its 
parent star for the last 16 years. It 
was found to be orbiting the near-
est star to Earth, a red dwarf called 
Proxima Centauri, which is only 
4.22 light years away - a ‘small’ 
distance on the cosmic scale. For 
reference, the distance from Earth 
to Pluto is approximately 0.0008 
light years, so Proxima b is rough-
ly 5000 times the distance from us 
to Pluto. 
      As Proxima Centauri is the 
closest star to the Sun, Proxima b 
is very likely the closest ‘neigh-
bour’ that we have, and possibly 
even within the realm of eventual 
travel to it. The fastest spacecraft 
ever launched from Earth has a 
speed of about 60 000 km/hr, so 
travelling at this speed, it would 
take approximately 75 000 years to 
get to Proxima b. Clearly, we had 
better get started…

What would we fi nd once we 
fi nally get there? This is where 
there is still some uncertainty. 
According to one article, scientists 
still don’t know whether or not 
the planet is terrestrial or gaseous. 
However, a different article states 
that it’s proximity to its parent star 
likely points to it being rocky like 
Earth. This proximity also leads re-
searchers to believe that Proxima b 
is likely ‘tidally locked’ to Proxima 
Centauri, meaning the same face of 
the planet is always facing the star. 
      Proxima b is also about 1.3 
times the mass of Earth, and is 
orbiting Proxima Centauri at a 
distance that falls within the star’s 
“habitable zone”, which describes 

the temperature zone at which 
liquid or frozen water can remain 
on the planet. This is an encourag-
ing development, as liquid water is 
essential for life to survive.
      There are still many questions 
surrounding the planet, as there is 
only so much detailed observation 
that can be carried out from so far 
away - but the opportunities that 
come from having a planet this 
close to us are endless, and I’m 
sure we will be hearing more about 
Proxima b soon!

by CRYSTAL ROSENE

Familiar Faces
A Semi-Regular Piece
by JENNIFER HA
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Cosmic Corner
We Have A “New” Neighbour 

      We at the Dagligtale have a fun 
tradition (it’s offi cially a tradition if 
you do it semi-regularly for a few 
months, right?) of acquainting the 
campus with some new members 
of its community. This issue, we 
talked to Alyssa Martin, a trans-
plant from the Camrose Public 
Library, about future goals and 

Hypothetical artist’s rendering of Proxima b as a terrestrial, rocky planet. 
By ESO/M. Kornmesser - (www.eso.org)

sparkly things. Alyssa is a Public 
Service Assistant at our library. 

1) Do you have any hidden 
talents that most people 
don’t know about? 

   Hidden talents... I’m pretty 
good at real life Tetris. I can fi t 
more food into a refrigerator than 
should really be allowed. The same 
goes for packing boxes, getting a 
lot of stuff into a car, cramming 

all of my junk into the closet when 
company comes over, etc.

2) What did you wear to 
your high school gradua-
tion?
      At Camrose Composite High 
School, they combine graduation 
and prom into one day, so I wore a 
dark turquoise gown, and I bor-
rowed some sparkly earrings. 

3) Did you make resolutions 
for 2017? How are they 
coming along?
      I don’t normally make New 
Years’ resolutions, but I do have 
some goals I’m working towards. 
I want to do more illustration and 
design work this year (that’s what 
I went to school for), and I want to 
start to learn another language. 

      I always hated French class in 
school, and subsequently I didn’t 
learn much. But it becomes more 
and more apparent to me that the 
ability to communicate with people 
who have different life experiences 
is incredibly important. 
      So, I decided to start with 
French because I thought it might 
be the easiest language for me to 
learn; we’ll see how far I get.

4) What’s your favourite 
part of your job? 
      One of the most enjoyable 
parts of my job is helping stu-
dents with their research questions 
(we have research help available 
Monday-Friday, 10am-12pm and 
2pm-4pm) and we love seeing ev-
eryone’s lovely faces at the circula-
tion desk.
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Spotlight

      The Chester Ronning Centre 
in conjunction with the Aboriginal 
Student’s Offi ce has spent a lot 
of time into the preparation and 
support of this semester’s Spirit of 
the Land (SOTL) event which will 
happen February 16-17th named 
“The Spirit of Reconciliation.”
      The topic of reconciliation 
became the focus of this semester’s 
SOTL event from previous SOTL 
events and conversations. Com-
ing to this event “participants can 
expect a variety of ways to engage 
with the topic of reconciliation,” 
Megan Caldwell, Interim Aborig-
inal Students’ Offi ce Coordinator 
states. 
      Thursday night is advertised as 
a conversation with Maria Camp-
bell, famous Canadian author, 
playwright and community leader 
and “on Friday, we will have Elder 
Mary Moonias of Louis Bull Tribe 
here to share teachings around 
smudging and medicines, as well 
as share her own story with resi-
dential schools and reconciliation. 
      We will be hosting a sharing 
circle, where anyone can come and 
share thoughts, ideas, and experi-
ences around reconciliation. We 
also hope to have student art and 
presentations highlighted during 
the event, possibly a lunch and 
learn session, and an afternoon 
‘Ask Me Anything’ featuring As-
sistant Professor of History, Dan-
iel Sims,” Caldwell describes the 
event in detail.
      Reconciliation will indeed be 
fostered in various ways based 
on the event’s set-up. In the past 
SOTL has hosted conference based 
events which have had scheduled 
guest speakers. As Caldwell men-
tions, this time there is a different 
set up that is less regimented and 
less conference style. 
      This event will be more con-
servation orientated and there will 
be an “opportunity for participants 
to attend multiple smaller events” 
Carley Angelstad, Assistant Pro-
gram Coordinator of the Chester 
Ronning Centre says at an advisory 
board meeting for the upcoming 

SOTL event. Also, there will be 
“ways for people to refl ect on what 
they are learning and the mean-
ing of reconciliation, for example 
participating in the Aboriginal 
Student’s Offi ce ongoing Project of 
Heart” Cadwell adds.
      “[The ASO]’s main goal is an 
ongoing one: to teach our campus 
and community about the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission’s 
work and the history of Residential 
Schools, to highlight past and cur-
rent Indigenous experiences, and to 
build our campus as a place where 
people can engage in active work 
towards reconciliation by provid-
ing opportunities to increase our 
personal capacities for that work.” 
      “By being part of this event, 
[the ASO] can contribute further to 
that learning process and hopeful-
ly engage with even more people 
than we have been doing.” What 
Caldwell refers to is the ongoing 
Reconciliation Workshops that 
happen once every month which 
help “raise the profi le of Indige-
nous issues on campus.”
      Could an Indigenous issue be 
the admission price of the recon-
ciliation event? Darrion Letendre, 
former Aboriginal Student Repre-
sentative of the ASA, approached 
me and suggested that “... it is 
insensitive to our culture [the as-
sumption] that elders need money.” 
      Of course there are the costs 
that are associated with bringing 
guest speakers like Maria Camp-
bell to conferences and events, “I 
am sure she would accept a cultur-
al offering” Letendre insists. 
      To clear up this notion I at-
tended an advisory meeting for the 
upcoming event and was assured 
traditional customs will be fol-
lowed. As well, the suggested en-
trance charge for Maria’s talk goes 
directly towards covering speaking 
and travel costs and Angelstad 
doesn’t anticipate receiving any 
extra proceeds, in fact, past SOTL 
events have ran at a defi cit. Fri-
day’s events are also free.
      Raj Rathanvalu insists that the 
great community that has always 
supported SOTL will support stu-
dents who do not have the resourc-
es to normally attend these events. 
After all, everyone is welcome, and 
the entrance cost is suggested by 
donation. 
      Needless to say, these are con-

-versations we need to have. 
“The Liberal party’s platform 

was based on making reconcili-
ation a priority in Canada, they 
should provide funding for events 
like this,” Letendre says. Everyone 
needs to be a part of the conversa-
tion, charges should not get in the 
way. I have yet to ask the Prime 
Minister for his opinion. 

       For more information on the 
upcoming event you can email 
spiritoftheland1@gmail.com or 
visit www.spiritoftheland.ca. I 
highly encourage you to check out 
at least one of the organized activ-
ities over these two days. Recon-
ciliation involves everyone, yes, I 
mean you! 

The Spirt of Reconciliation
Being a Part of Reconciliation at Augustana
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by AUTUMN MACDONALD
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The teepee that sits outside of Faith and Life Entrance has been a newer tradition of 
Augustana and enforces the importance of acknowledging Treaty 6 territory and 
agreements. 
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The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly 
A Dating Article (Part Two)
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while almost falling over himself. 
He looked up from his situation 
and looked directly into my eyes 
and I could hear the guy on my 
phone say: “You saw that didn’t 
you?” The rest of the date went 
well compared to that.”

Psychology Professor: 
Dr. Sean Moore
      “I met my spouse in University. 
We struck up a conversation about 
one of her favorite artists: Bob 
Mould. I happened to enjoy him 
very much as well, and she was 
amazed because she had never met 
anyone else who had heard of him. 
      At that point I may have embel-
lished my story a little bit, saying 
that he was the fi rst concert I had 
ever been to in University. She 
seemed very impressed with this, 
although she did eventually fi nd 
out that I had lied a little, as it had 
been my third or fourth. We went 
out on a date shortly after. 
      We were in Edmonton driving 
on the highway when we started 
talking about movie’s we hated. 
She told me how afraid she was of 
“Children of the Corn,” a Stephen 
King movie. There is a famous line 
in the movie where the man says 
“Malikay, he wants you too...” in a 
super creepy voice. 
      I thought it would be funny to 
imitate that voice while we were 
in the car, but she freaked out and 
took her hands off the wheel. We 
almost caused an accident right 
there. One word of advice, when 
someone tells you they are afraid 
of something, believe them!”

A Couple Moore from 
Dr. Sean Moore
      “So my wife’s parents met in a 
sort of peculiar fashion. Her father 
was from West Berlin, but moved 
to Canada before the wall was put 
up. He went up to the Yukon to 
work at the gold mines. He was 
very happy but really wanted a 
German wife, so he decided to put 
an ad in the newspaper in Berlin, 
searching for a German woman to 
come to Canada with him. 
      His father (my spouse’s grand-
father) took the answers, of which 
there were three, and got them 
back to him. He liked the fi rst 
woman a lot and was pretty sure 
he could marry her, but the grand-

-father insisted he meet this other 
lady. So he decided to go on a date 
but ended up getting sick, so he 
sent the grandfather on the date for 
him.  
      They met and the grandfather 
said she was the nicest woman 
possible, he must meet her. And 
so he went out with her and really 
liked her, they continued to date 
for a year or so. He gave her a 
ring made of solid gold, which he 
panned while he was in the Yukon. 
She thought he was rich, so they 
got married and moved to Canada 
together. She did fi nd out he was 
not rich, but they were very happy 
together regardless.”

       “One night while me and my 
spouse were at home, we heard a 
knock on the door. When we an-
swered it was a pair of our friends 
standing outside. They asked if we 
would be witnesses to their wed-
ding. It felt a little sudden, because 
they had only gone out on three 
dates but we said yes. 
      And so we drove to the Justice 
of the Peace on a Thursday night. 
We ended up in this lady’s base-
ment in Edmonton. She was on 
her way to go to a symphony so 
she only had a dress and jeans on 
as she was mid changing. She was 
concerned the couple was high or 
drunk and kept asking if they were 
sure about the situation before 
continuing. 
      They were also both immi-
grants into the country, so she had 
to make sure it wasn’t merely a 
marriage of convenience. But they 
were adamant so they were mar-
ried that night. It was a passionate 
sort of love, but as we all know; it 
wanes. They stayed together for a 
few years before mutually deciding 
to separate.”

      “A cousin of mine had been 
doing the online dating thing for 
years, on all of the websites. She 
learned many things over that time. 
As a general rule of thumb: If the 
man’s profi le includes his height, 
take off 3-4 inches from whatever 
is listed. 
      Men tend to overestimate their 
physical appearances, some more 
dramatically than others. She went 
out on a date with a guy who post-
ed he was 5 foot 8. Much to her 
surprise when she arrived on the 
date to fi nd he was shorter than she 
was! She was only 5 foot 1, so this 
guy was way overestimating, or 
just plain lying.”

against one another. 
      David Attenborough, when 
describing the relationship between 
Waved Albatross mates, says that 
“if love, as we understand it, exists 
in nature, then surely this must be 
it.” However, for many other spe-
cies, our human defi nition of love 
does not apply. The most extreme 
example that comes to mind is the 
sea slug, a hermaphroditic aquatic 
invertebrate. 
      Being that all sea slugs have 
the capacity to act as either parent, 
a pair of sea slugs will fi ght each 
other to avoid fi lling the energeti-
cally-expensive role of mom. The 
fi ght ends in the winner stabbing 
the loser with its genitalia; there-
fore, becoming the deadbeat dad.  
      As an extra special tidbit of in-
formation, some species have even 
dabbled in inter-species relations. 
Most recently, scientists observed 
Japanese Macaque males mount-
ing and attempting to mate with 
a species of small deer called a 
Sika, presumably due to the lack of 
female macaques in their area.

Continued on Pg 10

by ISABELL STAMM

Continued from Pg 3

Flirt Zone
Pick up Lines for the Modern Student

#Disney Edition

> You can call me Nemo, because you know I’m 
gonna touch the butt...

> Whether Jafar or Ja-close, I’ll always be yours

> Baby, I can be your Cinderella ella ella eh eh eh!

> You’ve got a friend in me... with benefits, that is. 

> Your name must be Ariel, because I think we 
mermaid for each other.

> Call me Pooh, because all I want is you, honey 
<3

> Your body is a wonderland, and I’m Alice.

      Valentine’s Day is right around 
the corner, meaning that love is in 
the air... well, love and pheromones 
and mating calls. That’s right. 
What better way to approach the 
season of love and warm affection 
than with cold, hard, uncaring 
science?!
      It is worthwhile to look at how 
love, attraction, and mating work 
in nature. We can start with the 
feel-good story of the Waved Alba-
tross, a bird that by all accounts is 
fully monogamous. The male waits 
expectantly each year for his long-
term mate to return from the open 
ocean so that they may be reunited 
and resume their biological duty to 
reproduce and rear offspring. 
      It’s hard not to impart our own 
human feelings on this species as 
upon return the albatrosses seem 
to celebrate by dancing happily 
and pressing their faces and body 

The Science of Love (Part One)
Love in the Wild
by BRIANNA LORENTZ


